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16. Select the sentence that offers evidence 
to support an answer to a question in the 
passage. 


® What are the costs to society of treating 
mental illness? 


Perhaps the better question is what are 
the costs to society of not treating mental 
illness? 


© Failure to treat mental illness often leads 
to job loss, homelessness, and some- 
times even incarceration. 


© Prisoners with mental illness cost the 
nation on average nearly $9 billion 
annually. 


© By diagnosing and treating people with 
mental illness, state, federal, and local 
governments can actually save money 
while helping to preserve the dignity of 
the person with mental illness. 


Directions: Each of the following sentences has a blank 
indicating that a word or phrase is omitted. Choose 
the two answer choices that best complete the 
sentence and result in two sentences most alike in 
meaning. 


17. Members of both parties encouraged their 
constituents to violence on the 
grounds that it would be counterproductive. 


A! embrace 


B| avoid 


appropriate 


Cc 
D| incite 


E| eschew 


F| denounce 


INIGOIONITO NEXT PAGE 
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18. One of Nikola Tesla’s many is that 
he calculated the cubic volume of each meal 
before eating it. 


A| endowments 


B| passions 
C| quirks 


D| idiosyncrasies 


E| assimilations 


F| obsessions 


19. Choosing a career is to a course of 
study, as medicine requires a basis of sci- 
ence and math while law requires one of the 
humanities. 


inconsequential 


A 
B| paramount 


trivial 


o] [© 


marginal 


pivotal 


n] m 


urgent 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO 


Read the passage and answer the question based on 
information stated or implied in the passage. 


The following passage is an excerpt from The Human 
Impact on the Natural Environment: Past, Present, 
and Future, by Andrew S. Goudie (Wiley-Blackwell). 


A distinction can be drawn between cultivation 
and domestication. Whereas cultivation involves 
deliberate sowing or other management, and 
entails plants which do not necessarily differ 
genetically from wild populations of the same 
species, domestication results in genetic change 
brought about through conscious or unconscious 
human selection. This creates plants that differ 
morphologically from their wild relatives and 
which may be dependent on humans for their 
survival. Domesticated plants are thus necessarily 
cultivated plants, but cultivated plants may or may 
not be domesticated. For example, the first 
plantations of Hevea rubber and quinine in the Far 
East were established from seed which had been 
collected from the wild in South America. Thus at 
this stage in their history these crops were culti- 
vated but not yet domesticated. 


20. Based on the definition of “domestication” 
given in this passage, which of the following is 
not an example of domestication? 


® Genetically modified corn 
Farm-raised catfish 

© Hybrid crops 

® Purebred dogs 


© Seedless watermelon 


DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Section 4 
Quantitative Reasoning 


TIME: 35 minutes for 20 questions 

Notes: 

© All numbers used in this exam are real numbers. 
e All figures lie in a plane. 


e Angle measures are positive; points and angles are in the position shown. 


5( 212 ) Directions: For Questions 4-10, choose from the 
1. 2 following answer choices: 
Ds ® Quantity A is greater. 
ið Quantity B is greater. 
© 15 © The two quantities are equal. 
Gi 20 @ The relationship cannot be determined from the 
information given. 
© 25 


4. Fifteen candies are to be divided up among six 


2. If y is an integer and /48y is an integer, which children so that each child receives at least two 


of the following is the lowest possible value of y? 


candies. 
®ı 
2 Quantity À Quantity B 
© 3 
The probability that 
we any child receives 0 
® 6 six candies 


5. Davis travels at a constant speed of 40 miles 
per hour for two hours and then at a constant 
speed of 60 miles per hour for one hour. 


3. If n is an integer and 210 is an integer, which 


of the following could be the value of n? 


Indicate all such values. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
Al 6 
B} 12 is’ 

Davis's average 45 miles per hour 
c| 14 speed for the 
D] 35 entire trip 
E| 42 6. 
Quantity A Quantity B 


900 [(30)(30)(30)(30) 


INGOIONITO NEXT PAGE 
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7. f(x)=x? +2x-2 9. 


Quantity A Quantity B Quantity A Quantity B 
The value of x when 3 5! 6! 
f(x)=13 3! 
8. 10. A right circular cylinder has a volume of 367. 
Quantity A Quantity B Quantity A Quantity B 


3 1 The sum of the radius and height of the 
(0.99) cylinder if the radius and height are 12 
both integers greater than 1 


Questions 11-13 are based on the following graphs. 


Physics Grades and Enrollments of Middle School Students 
in the Fraser School District Enrollment 


6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade | Totals 

Aguilar 83 99 89 271 

$ Bayfield 107 103 96 306 
E Creede 74 70 67 211 
F De Beque 40 36 39 115 
Eaton 69 64 69 202 

Totals 373 372 360 1,105 

Physics Grades 


Grade 


0 100 200 300 400 500 


Students 
© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


What is the approximate ratio of students 
earning a C to those earning a B? 


® 1:2 
2:1 
© 3:2 
®© 4:3 
© 11 


If all the students from Creede, and only those 
students, are earning A’s and the rest of the 
grades are evenly distributed among students 
in the other subdistricts, approximately how 
many students from Bayfield are earning B’s? 


@ 50 
75 
© 150 
®© 225 
® 306 


If all the grades are evenly distributed 
throughout all districts and classes, approxi- 
mately how many students in De Beque are not 
earning a B? 

@® 20 

40 

© 70 

@® 100 

© 115 

If the range of set S is 9 and S = {2, 4, 5, 7,8, 9, x}, 
which of the following could be the median of 


set S? 


Indicate all possible answers. 


16. /9(36) + 12(36) + 15(36) = 


17. Given the inequality x? < 25, which of the fol- 


18. 


lowing could be the value of x? 


Indicate all such values. 
A| -6 
B| -5 
c| -3 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


The square is inscribed within the circle and 
has a side length of ./2. What is the area of the 
shaded portion of the drawing? 


® 2-7 
® 1-2 
© n- 2 
DM r-4 
© 4-7 


[INGOION TO NEXT PAGE 
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19. 20. If Clarissa’s monthly mortgage payment is 


less than i but more than + of her monthly 


income, and if the monthly mortgage payment 
is $600, which of the following could not be 
her annual income? 


Indicate all such values. 


A| $12,200 
LB] $17,400 
C| $21,000 
The area of the shaded triangle is D| $24,200 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


E| $29,000 
LE $31,300 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Chapter 18 


Practice Exam 1: Answers 
and Explanations 


fter taking Practice Exam 1 in Chapter 17, use this chapter to check your answers and see 

how you did. Carefully review the explanations because doing so can help you understand 

why you missed the questions you did and also give you a better understanding of the 
thought process that helped you select the correct answers. If you’re in a hurry, flip to the end of 
the chapter for an abbreviated answer key. 


Analytical Writing Sections 


Have a friend read your essays: Refer that helpful person to Chapters 14 and 15 for scoring guide- 
lines, and if the essays are clear, persuasive, and grammatically sound, you probably got it. 


4 


CP nw on de® 
Secti 


on 1: Verbal Reasoning 


1. C. Corporate leaders would try to obfuscate (conceal) their intentions in order to maintain a 
competitive advantage. Occlude makes a good runner-up, but it carries a meaning more 
along the lines of blocking off access to something. None of the other three choices is close: 
Stipulate means to demand something specific, preclude means to prevent or prohibit, and 
abjure means to avoid or reject. 


N 


. E. Hubris is excessive pride or self-confidence, which is often characterized by a refusal to 
consider any criticism, as expressed in the opening phrase of the sentence. If it weren’t for 
that qualifier, any of the other answer choices would work: Miscalculations can undermine a 
leader’s plans, ambivalence is uncertainty or indecisiveness, perfidy is treachery, and 
ineptitude is incompetence. 
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3. B, F. The judge must have excoriated (severely criticized) the prosecutor in order for him to 
be despondent, and that despondency likely led to the defendant’s exoneration (acquittal), 
because the despondent prosecutor would be less effective. Otherwise, you could make a 
case for exoneration for the first blank and conviction for the second. Adjudication (a court 
order) is a legal term, but a judge doesn’t adjudicate a person, and a deposition is done by a 
witness, not a defendant. 


4. B, F. The report would have been gleaned (gathered) from internal documents, not coerced 
(gotten by force) or redacted (put into a suitable literary form). A company network is 
typically secure, so the transition “in fact” tells you that’s not the case and therefore not 
impregnable (able to withstand attack). Vulnerable would imply that security was stronger 
than IT had thought. Implacable means unable to be satisfied or appeased. 


5. B, D, I. The second sentence references a democracy in early development, so it must be a 
nascent (emerging) democracy that would need to be built on certain precepts (principles or 
guidelines) in order to be strong. Otherwise, the government would be prone (disposed to) 
to evolving into a dictatorship. 


For the first blank, you can rule out well-established, which is the opposite of nascent, and 
representative, which is just a type of democracy (direct or representative). For the second 
blank, both criteria and precedents would be good second choices, but because the second 
sentence mentions the right to vote and the rule of law, precepts is more accurate. Criteria 
also refers to qualification, which doesn’t fit. For the third blank, you can rule out dedi- 
cated, because no democracy dedicates itself to becoming a dictatorship. You can rule out 
resolute (determined) for much the same reason. 


6. B, D, I. The reflection in a curved mirror would be an aberration (an abnormality), not a 
vacillation (wavering) or translucence (semi-transparency), so the reflection in the mirror 
would be a distortion (misrepresentation). For the second blank, divergence (deviation or 
departure) would be a good second choice, but distortion is more precise. Detraction (dispar- 
agement or denigration) doesn’t work. Some people find such a distorted reflection of 
themselves discomfiting (unsettling). Debilitating (incapacitating) is too strong a word, and 
humorous doesn’t work, because the last sentence is structured in a way that the missing 
word must be nearly the opposite of amusing. 


7. C. You may be tempted to select the last sentence because it presents a summary of the 
data, but the main conclusion in this passage is that fathers spend considerably less time 
with their children than do mothers. 


8. B, D, E. The paragraph defines paternal responsibility as “participation in key decisions, 
availability at short notice, involvement in the care of sick children, management and 
selection of alternative child care.” Choice (D), food, clothing, and housing, may be consid- 
ered “key decisions” as a stretch; Choice (B), reading, and Choice (E), playing a game, may 
be considered involvement, but the other choices clearly fall under the paragraph definition 
of paternal responsibility. 


9. A, B. The passage focuses on two-parent families in which mothers are unemployed and 
only mentions “the small subgroup of fathers who assume high degrees of responsibility.” 
It doesn’t provide data related to single-parent families or two-parent families in which 
the father stays home with the children. 


10. A, C. Researchers did not include mention of financial support as a measure of parental 
responsibility, so you can rule out answer Choice (B). Engagement, accessibility, availability 
at short notice, and the care of sick children are all mentioned as measures of parental 
responsibility. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


C. Vertiginous means spinning, whirling — movement that would cause someone to become 
dizzy. Because this passage describes the variety of literature as overwhelming, in both 
positive and negative ways, the variety of authors and countries is considered vertiginous. 
You can immediately rule out the first two options, which both mean something along the 
lines of believable. Although literature may be enlightening (informative) and edifying 
(intellectually enriching), the variety of authors and countries would probably not be 
considered enlightening or edifying in this context. 


B, C. Gao Xingjian is mentioned as a French citizen who continues to write in Chinese, while 
Tashi Dawa blends elements drawn from Tibetan folklore and international magical realism 
for his writings in Chinese. This question is a little tricky, because cultural hybridity isn’t 
mentioned until the second example of it is presented. Choice (A) is wrong because in this 
passage, cultural hybridity refers to the blending of cultures within a literary work, not the 
exchange of literary works between countries or cultures, although such exchanges no 
doubt promote cultural hybridity in literature. 


C. The fact that a character-impact compound can be associated with a particular smell 
would help, not hinder, the ability to associate an odor with a specific volatile compound. 


B. All of the answer choices are definitions of volatile, but because the passage discusses 
molecules being distributed through the air, evaporating rapidly is the most accurate 
meaning. 


D. The first bolded portion states the conclusion that heavy farm equipment compacts the 
soil, and the second bolded portion concludes that farmers must employ various strategies 
to reduce soil compaction. You can rule out Choice (A) because although the first states a 
conclusion, the second doesn’t provide supporting evidence. Rule out Choice (B) because 
although the first states a problem, the second describes a possible solution to the problem, 
not the effects of that problem. Rule out Choices (C) and (E) because the second bolded 
portion doesn’t oppose or counter the first. 


E. This argument assumes that other states operate the same way as California. Choice (E) 
states, however, that other states divert monies from schools, which means that the lottery 
money does not actually increase revenue for education: Any money coming in from the 
lottery would be diverted right out. Choices (A) and (C) are out of scope, while Choice (B) 
supports the argument, and (D) simply states that lottery funding represents a small 
portion of the total education budget in a state. 


A, C. The victor was exhausted, but the transition “though” tells you that he showed the 
opposite during his speech: vivacious (energetic) and ebullient (enthusiastic). You can easily 
rule out lugubrious, which means sad or gloomy; laconic, which means terse or concise, and 
mendacious and disingenuous, both meaning dishonest. 


C, F. The deeds described here would be fake — counterfeit or spurious. Extenuated means 
severe and explained, as in extenuating circumstance, inadvertent means unintentional, and 
exculpated means freed from blame. Pilfered means stolen, but there is no other answer 
choice with a similar meaning, and anyway, filing a stolen deed wouldn’t help the con 
artist transfer ownership of the property — it would have the true owner’s name on it. 


B, E. Think of something broadcast that can be harmful to young viewers but cannot be 
easily regulated. Because Turpitude and depravity both mean immorality, and the passage 
focuses on indecent programming, these two choices are best. Truculence and impertinence 
both imply disrespectful behavior, but these are not particularly harmful to youth. Asperity, 
which means harshness or sternness, has no choice comparable in meaning. Choice (D), 
infidelity, is tempting, but it doesn’t have a match in the answer choices. 
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20. B, C. If the speaker exceeded her allotted time, she must have been loquacious or voluble, 
which both imply long-winded. She may have also been eloquent and articulate (well- 
spoken), but these wouldn’t necessarily cause her to exceed her allotted speaking time. 
Vivacious means lively or energetic, and voluminous means large, neither of which has a 
comparable word in the list of answer choices and neither of which would necessarily 
cause the keynote speaker to run past her allotted time. 


Section 2: Quantitative Reasoning 


1. B. Take it step by step. 16 becomes 4, and the one-half power is a square root, so 
1 


(4)? = v4 =2 


2. C. You find the probability of an event (selecting one grape candy from the first bowl) by 
putting the number of possibilities (three grape candies) over the total number of outcomes 
(five candies total). Thus, the probability of selecting a grape candy from the first bowl is 3, 


and the probability of selecting a grape candy from the second bowl is 2. These are inde- 


pendent events, so multiply the probabilities for the probability of both happening: 
32) 2 
5°35 


3. 5. The units digit is the digit in the ones place, just before where the decimal point would be. 
For example, in the number 123, the units digit is 3. When you’re multiplying two whole 
numbers, the units digits of the multipliers produce the units digit of the product. So 
when you multiply 12x13, for example, the 2 in 12 times the 3 in 13 produces the 6 in the 
product, 156. 


For this question, 5 times itself any number of times results in a product with a units 
digit of 5: 

5x5=25 

5x5x5=125 


and so on. 


4. 3. First, determine the value at the top of the fraction (the numerator): Multiply the v27 by 
the J3 for the J81, which equals 9. Determining the value at the bottom of the fraction (the 
denominator) is easy, because the square root of 9 is 3. Divide the numerator by the 
denominator for the correct answer: 


99.3 
3 


5. B. To determine Quantity A, calculate the average parcel weight by totaling the weight of 
the parcels and then dividing the total weight by the number of parcels. You can use the 
following equation for weighted average: 


, _ (5x3)+(10x9) 
Weighted average = Fag 
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6. 


10. 


Quantity A is 7 pounds, which is 1 pound less than Quantity B’s 8 pounds, so Quantity B 
is greater. 


A. To determine Quantity A, simplify the exponents and the fraction. To simplify each 
negative exponent, place a1 on top: 


1l 
9.99" 
= S 
9.99° 


To divide the fractions, flip the bottom fraction and multiply it by the top fraction: 


1 _9.99° _ 9.99° 
9.990 1 9.99” 


Now reduce the exponents. In the same way that x 1, reduce 9.99 1 
x}? x 9.99" 9.99 


Simplify the resulting fraction with the on-screen calculator. Ais slightly greater 


; ; 9.99 
than 0.1, so Quantity A is greater. 


. B. Simplify the quantities so that A reads 


1,000 x 999 x 998 
and B reads 
999 x 999 x 999 


These products are still too big for the on-screen calculator. To resolve this, eliminate one 
999 from each quantity so that A reads 


1,000 x 998 
and B reads 
999 x 999 


Using the on-screen calculator, find the respective values as 998,000 and 998,001. You see 
that Quantity B is greater. 


. B. ¥36 equals 6, so /27 is less than 6. 


. D. Given (x —1)(x +1) =0, x equals either 1 or —1. You don’t know which one, so you can’t 


determine which quantity is greater based on the information given. 


C. If the angle CAB measures 36°, minor arc BC also measures 36°, making it one tenth of 
the circle: 


36° _ 1 


360° 10 


A circle with a radius of 5 has a circumference of 2ar = 2x 2x5 =10z. Multiply this circum- 


ference by the fraction of the circle, giving you a minor arc length of 107 x b =n. Therefore, 
the two values are equal. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


C. You can find the area of a trapezoid with the formula 


b, +b, 
oe. 
where b, represents one base, b, represents the other base, and h represents the height. To 
find the height, set the formula equal to the area and simplify it: 


Area =( 25% )a 
2 
(a-5)'= (2-44 |p 


(a-5} = (24510), 


(a—5)? =(a—5)h 
a-5 =h 


Therefore, the two quantities are equal. 


24. If total sales are $150,000 and Humboldt County spent $36,000, you can find the 
percent by placing the Humboldt County sales over the total sales: 


36,000 _ 24 ojo 
150,000 ~ 100 ~ 4% 


You can’t type the percent symbol into the answer box. Because the percent symbol is 
already in place and the question asks for the percent, the correct answer is 24, not 0.24. 


E. You can compare the box prices of each brand by estimating the ratio of sales dollars to 
units sold. The higher the ratio, the higher the brand’s average selling price. Sugar Choc 
has the highest ratio of dollar sales to units sold, making it the highest-priced brand of 
cereal. 


D. Though actual numbers aren’t provided, you can use the bar graph to approximate the 
ratios. Because the question asks for an “approximate” answer and the answer choices are 
far apart, you can eyeball your numbers from the graphs. 


Lucky Shapes and Sugar Choc show similar numbers of units sold, but the Lucky Shapes 
sales number in Glenn County, at $9,000, is about one third that of Sugar Choc in Trinity 
County, at $27,000. This means, box for box, the price of Lucky Shapes is approximately 
one third that of Sugar Choc, for a ratio of 1:3. 


2. First convert 16‘ to 2" so that the exponents match: 
16f = (16)! =(2x2x2x2)' =(2") =2"° 
Now that the exponents match, reduce the fraction by subtracting the exponents: 


giv 
z=? =2 


B. Set up the equation and substitute 5 for y: 


3x+4y =50 
3x +4(5) = 50 
3x +20 =50 
3x = 30 

x =10 
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17. D. Suppose n = 9. You’re looking for 9x10, which is the same as (9x 9)+(9x1), or (9x9) +9. 
Substitute n for 9, and you have (nxn)+n, or n? +n. 


18. E. You’re given the number of kilometers per hour, and you need to determine the number 
of meters per second, so focus on the units of measurement: 25 kilometers is 25,000 
meters, and 1 hour is 60 minutes times 60 seconds, or 3,600 seconds. You know that the 
sled is travelling 25,000 kilometers per 3,600 seconds for 18 seconds. Once you set it up, 
the fractions cancel nicely: 


25,000 1 250 
3,600 * 18 = “36 


x18 = 280 -125 
2 
19. C. First, identify the unknown. You know that you end up with 15 liters of a solution, but 
you don’t know what its saline concentration is, so you have 15 liters of x. 


Ten liters of 6 percent solution plus 5 liters of 9 percent solution gives you 15 liters of x, so 
set up the equation and simplify: 


(10)(0.06)+(5)(0.09) =(15)(x) 
0.6 +0.45 = 15x 
1.05 =15x 
0.07 = x 
7% =x 


20. A, B. Don’t let the circle with the dot confound you. The question indicates that its value is 
Cab)’. However, because b > a > 0 and they’re both integers, a is always at least 1 less than b. 
If b is 4, a can’t be more than 3, and so forth. So try the possibilities, and the highest a and 
b can be is 2 and 3, because (ab) = (2x3) =6° =36. Also, a and b can be 1 and 2, making 
(ab) =(1x 2)’ =2° =4. However, 3 and 4 don’t work, because (3 x 4)” =12° =144. Therefore 
acan only be 1 or 2, but not 3 or higher. 


Section 3: Verbal Reasoning 


1. C. Ubiquitous means existing everywhere, which among conservation-minded commuters is 
what the electric car is likely to become. Inaccessible and scarce convey nearly the opposite 
meaning. Electric cars can’t really be considered indispensable, because commuters have 
been just fine without them. Salubrious doesn’t fit, because it means conducive to 
good health. 


2. A. Taciturn means aloof or uncommunicative, which describes the lecturer who leaves 
without checking with his audience for questions. Effusive means outwardly enthusiastic, 
so you can immediately rule out Choice (B). Indignant means outraged or annoyed, but 
there’s no mention of this. Despondent means depressed or dejected, which could work, 
but the passage contains nothing to indicate that he was depressed. And malevolent 
would indicate that the lecturer was dangerous, which also isn’t mentioned in the text. 


3. C, E. Epigenetics is the study of changes in gene activity that can be passed down to future 
generations. To some degree, it repudiates (rejects) Darwin’s theory of evolution because a 
gene’s expression can change; genes are not immutable (unchangeable). For the first blank, 
obviates (takes steps to render something unnecessary) doesn’t work, nor does expatiates, 
which would imply that epigenetics elaborates on Darwin’s theory of evolution. For the 
second blank, imperturbable would be a good second choice, but it means something more 
along the lines of being calm, cool, and collected. Inimitable (incomparable) just doesn’t fit. 
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4. B, D. Financial experts are often depicted as being prudent (fiscally cautious), but when it 
comes to investing, they become the opposite — audacious (bold, daring). You can rule out 
dissident (rebellious) and confident based on the meaning of the second sentence — the 
word however indicates that the quality mentioned in the first sentence will be opposite 
of the quality in the second sentence. The opposite of prudent makes these individuals 
audacious (aggressive) when investing, not pusillanimous (timid) or aloof (standoffish). 


5. B, F. With a paucity (too little) of livestock and a surfeit (too much) of corn, farmers would 
be more likely to market their corn for use in biofuel production instead of using it as feed. 
For the first blank, the other choices — plethora and overabundance — mean the opposite of 
paucity. For the second blank, the other choices — dearth and scarcity — are the opposite of 
surfeit. 


6. C, F, G. The nature of the situation must have been involute (complex) to require input from 
trenchant (clever) advisors so that the CEO could make sagacious (shrewd) decisions. By 
starting at the end of the passage, you know that the decisions needed to be wise and not 
salacious (obscene) or sententious (self-righteous). Conscientious or confidential advisors 
wouldn’t be the best qualified to advise the CEO on making wise decisions; they’d be better 
in situations that were delicate or sensitive in nature and that probably wouldn’t lead to 
greatly improving the company’s market share. 


7. C, D, H. If teachers are claiming that charter schools have an unfair advantage, they must be 
critical of charter schools, so they would deprecate (express disapproval of) them, not extoll 
(praise) or advocate (speak or write in favor of) them. For the second blank, if charter 
schools have the power to set very selective admissions standards, they must be unencum- 
bered (free of) Department of Education policies, not hampered or constrained, which both 
mean constricted or limited by. And given that they’re unencumbered by Department of 
Education policies, they must be free to forge their own policies. Disallow means prohibited, 
which is opposite of the meaning this blank calls for, and correlate means to arrange in 
some orderly fashion, which doesn’t quite fit. 


8. B. Schumacher classifies energy sources as two categories: capital, which is available in 
limited quantities, and income, which is clean and renewable. Hydroelectricity is the only 
answer choice that represents a renewable energy source. All the other energy sources 
(heating oil, natural gas, uranium, and coal) are nonrenewable. 


9. A, C. In the first sentence of the passage, Schumacher scorns the idea that problems in the 
industrialized world had been solved. Near the end of the passage, the author mentions that 
Schumacher’s message was derided by the majority of people. Derided and scorned are 
synonymous. 


10. C. The only specific human activity that’s described is the use of coal, oil, and gas. You may 
be tempted to choose (E), which mentions “we have started to distinguish . . . and to 
invest,” but that phrase is not as specific as the use of natural resources. 


11. B. This passage is primarily about the need to establish and enforce sound financial policies 
for a strong economy, meaning no financial crisis. You can rule out Choice (A) because the 
passage doesn’t mention the need to pay off debt; in fact, it mentions the possibility of 
defaulting on debt. Choice (C) is out because though the policies were flawed, per the 
passage they were the result of inaction, not necessarily of corruption or greed. Choices (D), 
and (E) are each specific problems that occur when sound financial policies are not in place 
or not enforced; they serve as evidence to support the author’s main point in the passage, 
but they are not the main point. 
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12. D. Moribund means declining or not progressing, stagnant. Robust and stout carry the 
opposite meaning and would be used to describe a healthy economy. The economy 
described in the passage is still a working economy, so it can’t be extinct (nonexistent) or 
dead (kaput). 


13. A, B. The passage states that the 2008 EESA/TARP bill failed to cure bad lending decisions 
by banks, Choice (A), and that Dodd-Frank failed to force transparency on derivatives, 
Choice (B). States of the economy and employment are results, not contributors, of the 
economic crisis. 


14. E. The main point of this passage is that the United States can expand its influence in the 
world by building trust. The passage does imply that humanitarian aid is more effective 
than military might in improving how the world views the United States (Choice [A]), but 
this is only one example of how to build trust — it’s supporting evidence, not the main 
point. You can rule out Choice (B) because the passage doesn’t mention the United States 
using its military and economic power for anything evil. You can also rule out Choice (D) 
because it’s not mentioned in the passage. Choice (C) represents an assumption on which 
the main point of the article is based, but it’s not the main point. 


15. C. Global citizens didn’t like it when the U.S. started the Iraq war, but they overlooked the 
benefit of removing Saddam Hussein from power, as indicated in Choice (C). Choices (A) 
and (B) are examples of United States’ initiatives developed to help other countries pursue 
their interests. The passage doesn’t state that the United States doesn’t have such pro- 
grams in place, so these choices don’t suggest that something was overlooked. Choice (D) is 
irrelevant. Choice (E) is a further example of the U.S. helping other countries, even though 
much of the funds went to U.S. organizations. 


16. D. Choice (A) is an unanswered question. Choice (B) is the question that is answered and 
then supported. Choice (C) is the answer, but it doesn’t offer evidence — specific data or an 
example — to support the answer. Choice (D) provides this support, which is what you’re 
looking for. Choice (E) is a proposed solution but not supporting evidence. 


17. B, E. If the violence were counterproductive, then politicians from both parties would 
encourage their constituents to avoid or eschew violence, which carry nearly the same 
meaning. Embrace, appropriate, and incite would actually promote violence, which isn’t 
something politicians would encourage if it were counterproductive. Denounce means to 
condemn, which sort of works in the sentence, but none of the other answer choices 
conveys a similar meaning. 


18. C, D. Calculating the cubic volume of a meal before partaking in it would be a quirk or 
idiosyncrasy. Passions and obsessions make a fairly good pairing, but the behavior being 
described isn’t ordinary, so these two choices aren’t the best. Likewise, calculating the 
cubic volume of a meal may be considered an endowment (talent), but idiosyncrasies and 
quirks are more fitting choices; besides, none of the other answer choices is similar in 
meaning to endowment. Assimilation means the acquisition of something, such as a cultural 
trait; again, this isn’t the best choice, and it has no synonym in the answer choices. 


19. B, E. The second and third sentences express the pivotal nature of the career choice — you 
can envision an arrow turning around a pivot point depending on which career choice is 
made. The closest match to pivotal is paramount, which means “of great importance.” 
Choices (A), (C), and (D) would make good pairings but mean the opposite of pivotal and 
paramount. The meaning of urgent, Choice (F), is more in line with pivotal and paramount 
but conveys more of a sense of requiring immediate action. 
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20. B. The definition of domestication in this passage is activity that “results in genetic change 
brought about through conscious or unconscious human selection,” meaning certain 
specimens are selected and bred for their characteristics. Farm-raised catfish is an example 
of cultivation, but the individual catfish are not selected for their characteristics. 


Section 4: Quantitative Reasoning 


1. D. First convert the 4° into (2 y, which becomes 2". Then simplify the fraction by subtract- 
ing the exponents: 


) 5(2°) =5(4) = 20 


5(2”) 5(2” 
45 910 


2. C. Factor the J48y into /4x4x3xy. The lowest possible value of y is 3, because in order for 
the square root of 48y to be an integer, the factors inside the square root must form 
numbers squared — you have 4x4, and you need another 3 to match the existing 3 for 3x3 
inside the radical. 


You could also try the answer choices, starting with the lowest value and working your 
way up: v48 x1 = v48, which isn’t an integer. /48 x 2 = /96, which isn’t an integer. 
V48 x 3 = V144 =12, which is an integer. Factoring is faster though. 


3. A, C, D, E.210=2x3x5x7, so n could be any product of 2, 3, 5, and 7, as long as each factor 
is used only once. 12 is wrong, because it uses the factor 2 twice. 


You could also solve this one by trying answer choices, but that’s a lot of math. 


4. C. Regardless of the distribution, no child will receive six candies. After giving each child 
two candies, three candies are left over. If these are given to one child, he or she will have a 
total of five. 


5. A. You can find the average speed by placing the entire distance over the entire time. 
If Davis travels at 40 miles per hour for two hours, he travels 80 miles during that time. 
Combine this with 60 miles for one hour for a total of 140 miles in three hours: 


140 miles 47 miles 
3 hours 1 hour 


6. C. Simplify the radical: 
JONGG = (30)(30) = 900 


7. D. Given that f(x) = x? +2x -2 and f(x) =13, set up and simplify the equation with 13 


as the f(x): 
f(x) =x? +2x -2 
13 =x? +2x-2 
0 =x? +2x-15 


0 =(x-3)(x +5) 


Therefore, x = 3 or —5, but you don’t know which one, so Quantity A could be either equal 
to or less than Quantity B. Because you don’t know, go with Choice (D). 
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8. B. Any number between zero and one becomes smaller when multiplied by itself. For 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


example, 


Each time you multiply 0.99 by itself, the quantity becomes smaller and remains less than 1. 


. C. Simplify the factorial expressions: 


5! =5x4x3x2=120 


6! 6x5x4x3x2 _ 
3! 3x2 


B. You can find the volume of a right circular cylinder with nr*h, where r is the radius and h 
is the height. If r and h are integers, the only way the volume can be 36r is if r is 3 and h is 4, 
with a sum of 7, or ris 2 and h is 9, with a sum of 11. Either way, the sum is less than 12. 


A. The question asks for an “approximate” ratio, so eyeball the graph and compare the 
bars. The C bar is half the B bar, making the ratio 1:2. 


C. If the 211 Creede students are earning A’s, the remaining 894 students are earning all the 
other grades. Looking at the bar chart, the B bar is the length of the C, D, and F bars put 
together. This means that about half the remaining students are earning B’s. Bayfield has 
306 students, so approximately half that is 150. 

C. From the bar chart, about Z of the grades are B grades, so about 3 are the other grades. 
De Beque has 115 students, and the only answer choice that’s about 3 of that is 70. 

An approximate estimate is usually good enough for these questions. The answer 70 isn’t 
really close to the other answers, so if you eyeball the graph differently, you’ll still get the 
right answer. 


A, C. The range is the difference between the lowest and highest numbers. If the range of 
set S is 9 and none of the given numbers are 9 apart, x has to be either 0 or 11. 

The median is the middle number of the set. If x is 0, the median is 5; if x is 11, the 
median is 7. 

0. The trap here is doing a lot of extra math work. Drop the parentheses to avoid this trap: 


1 3,1 1,51 


8 10 4 5 8 2 


Now give the fractions common denominators of either 8 or 10: 


13,2 2,5 5 
8 10°8 108 10 
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The 


1 2 5 3 2 5 E: 
Pp and 8 add up to 1, and the 10’ 10° and 10 add up to —1. The sum, therefore, 


equals 0. 
Note that there are other ways to simplify the fractions. On the GRE, especially with frac- 
tions, you’re looking for ways to cancel and simplify. 


16. 36. Combine ,/9(36) +12(36) + 15(36) = into /36(36), which equals 36. 


17. C, D, E. If x’ <25, x is both less than 5 and greater than —5, which you can write as 
5<x<5 
the value x cannot be equal to 5 or —5. It’s greater than —5 and less than 5, so from the list 
of answer choices, x could be equal to —3, 0, or 3. 
18. B. First find the area of the square: 
s= (v2 i =2 


For the area of the circle, you need its radius. Cut the square in half, corner to corner, to 
form two 45-45-90 triangles, where each hypotenuse is the diameter of the circle. If the 
side of this triangle is v2 , the hypotenuse is 2, because in a right triangle, the square of 
the hypotenuse is the sum of the squares of the other two sides: 


C=a +b? 


= 3? 4/2” 
=24+2 
=4 


c? =4, soc = V4 =2 is the circumference of the circle, and the radius of the circle is half the 
diameter, or 1. Now for the area of the circle: 


nr? =n(l)’ =n 
Subtract the area of the square from the area of the circle for your answer: 


m-2 


19. 21. For the area of a triangle, multiply the base by the height and divide by 2. The base of 
this triangle is 7 and the height is 6, for an area of 21. The 2 in the drawing has no bearing. 


20. A, B, C, E, F. $600 is of $1,800 and + of $2,400. This means that Clarissa’s monthly 


income is greater than $1,800 and less than $2,400. Multiply these values by 12 for an 
annual income greater than $21,600 and less than $28,800. Note that her income can’t 
equal these amounts: It’s greater than the lower number and less than the higher number. 
Common trap: missing the word “not” in the question. 
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Answer Key for Practice Exam 1 


Section 1: Verbal Reasoning 


Section 2: Quantitative Reasoning 


C 
E 
B, F 
B, F 


B, D, | 


B 


C 
5 
3 
B 


6. 


6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
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A 
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Section 3: Verbal Reasoning 
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Chapter 19 
Practice Exam 2 


ne practice GRE down, five to go (counting the three online and assuming you’ve taken 
Practice Exam 1 in Chapter 17)! Hopefully, you reviewed your wrong answers from the last 
exam, noted your trouble topics, and revisited those topics in Chapters 4-14. 


This practice exam is like the last one: It mimics the actual, computer-based GRE with two 
30-minute essays, two 30-minute Verbal Reasoning sections (20 questions each), and two 
35-minute Quantitative Reasoning sections (20 questions each). Remember that the actual GRE 
may also include an extra Verbal or Quantitative Reasoning section that doesn’t count toward 
your score but does make the overall experience more grueling. 


Be sure to take this practice exam under normal exam conditions as you would the real GRE: 


» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 


Work when you won't be interrupted. 

Leave your phone and water in the other room. 

Use blank scratch paper and a simple calculator. 

Answer as many questions as you can. Guess on the remaining questions. 
Set a timer for each section. 

Don't get up while the timer is running. 

Take breaks between sections. 


Type the essays. Use a simple text editor, such as Notepad. 


After completing this practice exam, check your answers in Chapter 20 — along with explana- 
tions for all the questions, or at least any you marked for review or had trouble with, even if you 
got it right. Even if you answered the question correctly, there may be a faster and simpler way to 
find the answer. 
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Answer Sheet for Practice Exam 2 


Section 1: Section 2: 

Verbal Reasoning Quantitative Reasoning 
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2. © O O0 2.0000 
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Analytical Writing 1: Analyze an Issue 


TIME: 30 minutes 


“Equal opportunity means parity in pay. Everyone should not earn the same amount of money, but it's 
ridiculous to see an athlete earning tens of millions of dollars in a single year while the average household 
income is right around $60,000.” 


DIRECTIONS: Write a response in which you express the extent to which you agree or disagree with the 
preceding statement and explain the reasoning behind your position. In support of your position, think of 
ways in which the statement may or may not be true and how these considerations influence your position. 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Analytical Writing 2: Analyze an Argument 


TIME: 30 minutes 


“More and more cities and towns are installing speed limit enforcement cameras on freeways to catch 
speeders in the act. In one year alone, speeding accounted for 7,620 fatal crashes in the United States and 
137,000 injuries. A study conducted by the Federal Highway Administration noted a 25 percent reduction in 
speed-related accidents at sections of freeways having these cameras. Because people fail to voluntarily 
honor the law, these speed limit enforcement cameras are essential to enforcing the law and ensuring 
public safety.” 


DIRECTIONS: Write a response in which you discuss the merits of the preceding argument. Discuss the 
evidence that would strengthen or weaken it. 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Section 1 
Verbal Reasoning 


TIME: 30 minutes for 20 questions 


DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer to each question. Blacken the corresponding ovals or boxes on the 


answer sheet. 


Directions: For Questions 1-7, choose the one entry 
best suited for each blank from its corresponding 
column of choices. 


1. The Republic of India currently ranks ninth in 


military among nations, leading it to 
have the third-largest standing army in the 
world. 

@ prowess 


innovation 


© legacy 


© expenditure 


® allegiance 


2. The creators of Sesame Street were the first to 
use to shape a TV show’s content and 
achieve educational goals. 


@ innovation 


a curriculum 


© adroitness 


© a timetable 


© a character lineup 


3. Although the (i) system typically can 
detect only five different tastes, individuals 
with a more (ii) palate are capable of 
distinguishing subtle differences in even the 
most similar foods. 


Blank (i) 


Blank (ii) 


® gustatory 


© discrete 


lymphatic 


©® discerning 


© digestive 


©® distended 


4. The tsunami (i) 


the small seaside 


resort and served as a (ii) fora 
much-needed renovation. 


Blank (i) 


Blank (ii) 


®© inundated 


© symbol 


dissembled 


© mendicant 


© drowned 


©® catalyst 


5. After several attempts to broach the (i) 


castle walls, the enemy’s vigor began 


to (ii) 
Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
@ amenable ® flag 
impeccable © regroup 
© impervious © fight 
INIGOIONITO NEXT PAGE 
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6. To address the (i) 


program to (iii) spending. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 
@ pervasive © austerity © curtail 
shrinking © spending ® attenuate 
© burgeoning ®© defense 


© desiccate 


7. The (i) 


between the records and the testimony, along with the (ii) 
prosecutor to reevaluate his approach for trying the (iii) 


Blank (i) 


® correlation 


Blank (ii) 


© corroborated 


Blank (iii) 


© compelling 


discrepancy 


© vetted 


@ tenuous 


© relationship 


© unsubstantiated 


© conclusive 
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national debt, Congress passed legislation to impose a strict (ii) 


evidence, led the 


case against the alleged perpetrator. 


Directions: Each of the following passages is followed by 
questions pertaining to the passage. Read the passage 
and answer the questions based on information stated 
or implied in that passage. For each question, select one 
answer choice unless instructed otherwise. 


In a poll conducted by Washington Post-ABC 
News, 70 percent of Americans support the use of 
passenger profiling to determine which passengers 
are most closely scrutinized at airports. They believe 
that the cost savings and added convenience for a 
large majority of passengers is worth the question- 
able practice of singling out specific passengers for 
closer scrutiny. In addition, passengers feel that 
pat-downs and full body scans are highly invasive. 


When most Americans discuss profiling, they 
are referring to profiling based on race, nation- 
ality, religion, and gender, which many people 
consider a civil rights violation. Most experts agree 
that profiling in this way is inefficient and inef- 
fective. They recommend profiling by behavior and 
intelligence, using no-fly and watch lists, personal 
data, travel histories, and so forth to identify po- 
tential threats. 


Civil liberty organizations claim that this 
solution is no better and perhaps worse in terms 
of violating civil liberties, because it gives govern- 
ment agencies license to collect sensitive infor- 
mation on any and all citizens. They believe that 
the only fair solution is to inspect all or randomly 
selected passengers and luggage. 


When it comes to airport security, ultimately 
we face a choice. Either we protect civil liberties 
and accept the cost and inconvenience of inspect- 
ing all passengers and luggage, or we relinquish 
our civil liberties or the civil liberties of certain 
groups or individuals to increase effectiveness, 
reduce costs, and streamline baggage and check- 
point inspections. 


8. According to experts, which of the following is 
most effective in ensuring airline security? 


® Profiling passengers based on race, 
nationality, religion, and gender 

Inspecting all passengers and their 
luggage 

© Profiling by behavior and intelligence 


© Interviewing all passengers before 
boarding 


® Streamlining baggage and checkpoint 
inspections 


9. Which of the following, if true, most effec- 
tively undermines the argument that the only 
choice we have is between security and civil 
liberties? 


@® Bomb-sniffing dogs are more effective 
and less intrusive at detecting explosives 
than human inspectors or electronic 
security devices. 


A combination of profiling and targeted 
interviews has proven most effective and 
efficient. 


© Precertification as a safe flyer signifi- 
cantly improves efficiency at checkpoints. 


@ Checked baggage is more likely than 
carry-on luggage to contain explosives. 


© No security measure is 100 percent 
effective. 


The following passage is an excerpt from Causes 
of War by Jack S. Levy and William R. Thompson 
(Wiley-Blackwell). 


It is hard to imagine what life would have been 
like in the late twentieth century in the absence of 
World War I and World War II, which had such 
profound effects on the global system and on 
domestic societies. The same can be said for the 
Cold War. For nearly a half century it shaped both 
international and domestic politics and cultures, 
not only in the United States and the Soviet Union 
but also in Western Europe and the Third World 
(Weart, 1989). The development of new states in 
the contemporary era continues to be influenced by 
warfare and preparations for war. With the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, and with the 
threat of the acquisition of nuclear weapons by 
terrorist groups and “rogue states,” new threats to 
the security of even the most powerful states in the 
system have emerged. The proliferation of civil 
wars and conflicts involving “non-state” actors 
has changed life throughout the developing world. 
A better understanding of the causes of war is a 
necessary first step if we are to have any hope of 
reducing the occurrence of war and perhaps 
mitigating its severity and consequences. 


INGOIONITO NEXT PAGE 


CHAPTER 19 PracticeExam2 319 


For Question 10, consider each answer choice sepa- 
rately and select all answer choices that are correct. 


10. According to the passage, which of the fol- 
lowing are effects of war and preparations for 
war? 


A! Reshaping of international and domestic 
politics and cultures 


B| The proliferation of civil wars and 
conflicts 


C| Development of new states 


11. One could reasonably infer from this passage 
that the greatest security threat is which of the 
following? 


® Proliferation of civil wars 
Terrorists 

© Rogue states 

®© The Cold War 


© Proliferation of nuclear weapons 


The following passage is an excerpt from UnMarket- 
ing: Stop Marketing. Start Engaging by Scott Stratten 
(Wiley). 


To successfully UnMarket your business, your 
goal should be to get to the point where you are a 
recognized expert in your field. You can choose to 
be recognized for a certain discipline, whether it is 
time management or sales or marketing in general. 
You can also aim to be recognized as an expert toa 
specific industry. What you have to realize is that 
there is an important difference between somebody 
who is selling something and somebody who is an 
expert. This is one of the problems when you use 
advertising or direct mail for your marketing — if 
your potential customer does not have an immedi- 
ate need for your product or service, then you are 
potentially turning them off and losing them for 
the future. When you position yourself as an expert 
with useful information for people, your market- 
place will always have a need for that information. 
You have successfully pulled people into your 
funnel, you have their attention, and now you need 
to do something great for them. 
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12. Select the sentence which most clearly 
describes the means to the goal of 
UnMarketing. 


@® Sentence 2: “You can choose... in 
general.” 


Sentence 4: “What you have to... an 
expert.” 


© Sentence 5: “This is .. . the future.” 


@ Sentence 6: “When you position . . . that 
information.” 


© Sentence 7: “You have successfully . . . 
for them.” 


13. Which of the following is the most important 
difference between marketing and UnMarket- 
ing as explained in the passage? 


@® Advertising versus direct mail 
Salesperson versus expert 
© Time management versus marketing 


© Expert in a field versus expert in a 
discipline 


© Advertising versus direct mail 


With the passage of a universal healthcare bill, 
the government not only has the right but also the 
responsibility to regulate what people eat. Face it: 
the fact that the United States spends 50 percent 
more per capita for healthcare than most European 
countries is because people in the United States 
consume far more junk food. If taxpayers are 
footing the bill for healthcare, then the govern- 
ment is responsible for controlling healthcare 
costs, and the most effective way to do that is to 
crack down on the junk food industry. 


14. Which of the following, if true, most effec- 
tively challenges the argument that poor die- 
tary habits, such as junk food, lead to higher 
healthcare costs? 


@ Countries in Europe do not impose such 
regulations on their food producers. 


Labeling foods enables people to regulate 
their own consumption. 


© Service prices are on average 50 percent 
higher in the United States than in most 
European countries. 


® The healthcare bill does not mandate 
dietary restrictions. 


© Some food items considered junk food 
actually contain healthy ingredients. 


Directions: Each of the following sentences has a blank 19. In this business, the divide between state- 
indicating that a word or phrase is omitted. Choose ment and action suggests a(n) among 
the two answer choices that best complete the 
sentence and result in two sentences most alike in 
meaning. A| sincerity 


parties. 


B| disingenuousness 


15. With nothing to lose and the coach’s = 
approval, the teammates decided to abandon i 
the game plan and just have some fun. D| unpretentiousness 
E| hypocrisy 


duplicitousness 


A| ambiguous 
B| tacit 


F| authenticity 


C| cautious 


Directions: The following passage is followed by a 
question pertaining to the passage. Read the passage 
E| enthusiastic and answer the question based on information stated 
or implied in the passage. Select only one answer. 


D| implicit 


F| salubrious 


To reduce the number of factory accidents, 

mangers at Smith Inc. are implementing a work- 
place training program for all of the company’s 

LAI hedonistic factory workers. The program places emphasis on 
B| self-indulgent preventing, recognizing, and avoiding safety and 
health hazards while providing information on 
workers’ rights, employer responsibilities, and 
filing complaints. 


16. Few could believe that the champion competi- 
tive eater could be so 


LC] epicurean 


D| courteous 


LE! abstemious 


F| ascetic 20. Which of the following, if true, suggests that 
the managers’ plan to reduce factory accidents 
17. Though the event was not out of the ordinary, through training will not succeed? 
it was described with a(n)__ that capti- ® Many workers are from the Wilson fac- 
vated the audience. tory, where such training programs are 
A| sarcasm in place and workers attend regularly. 
B| allegory The factory accidents from both this year 


and last year were from delivery drivers 


c| embellishment 
5 unable to navigate the sharp turn to the 
hyperbole loading dock. 
=| ennui © The Smith factory has already imple- 
F| overemphasis mented advanced safety measures and 
has fewer factory accidents than the 
18. The child was while the siblings had industry standard. 
gentler dispositions. ®© While potentially damaging to equip- 
A| pugnacious ment and products, most factory 
B] lackadaisical accidents are not actually dangerous to 
workers. 


C| quiescent 


©® The same workplace training program 
did not reduce the number of accidents 
at the Olson factory, which, like the 

F| soporific Smith factory, produces machine shop 

supplies. 


D| truculent 


E| irascible 
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Section 2 
Quantitative Reasoning 


TIME: 35 minutes for 20 questions 
Notes: 
e All numbers used in this exam are real numbers. 


e All figures lie in a plane. 


e Angle measures are positive; points and angles are in the position shown. 


Directions: For Questions 1-8, choose from the 
following answer choices: 


® Quantity A is greater. 
Quantity B is greater. 
© The two quantities are equal. 


® The relationship cannot be determined from 
the information given. 


A 


S 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


1. Diameter BC =2 and AB =1. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The area of V3 
triangle ABC pI 
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2. The average (arithmetic mean) of ten test 


scores is 120, and the average of 20 additional 
test scores is 90. 


Quantity A Quantity B 


The weighted average 
of these scores 105 


.10<n<15 and d =20 


Quantity A Quantity B 
r 0.72 
4 


. A certain recipe requires 3 cups of lentils and 


makes six servings. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The amount of lentils 3 cups 


required for the same 
recipe to make 
15 servings 


B Cc 

5 

A D 
10 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


Quantity A 


The area of rectangle 


ABCD 
B 
X° 2x° 
A 
C. 
© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 
Note: Drawing not to scale 
Quantity A Quantity B 


Line segment AC Line segment BC 


.x?-x-6=0 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The sum of the -1 
roots of the 
equation 


. The average of the numbers 8, 8, 11, 18, and x 
is 2x. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
Twice the average 11 


of the numbers 


Quantity B 


The area of trapezoid 
EFGH 


11 


9. What is the units digit of 219,473 x 162,597? 


10. 


11. 


@i1 
® 2 
© 3 
D4 
©5 


In the xy plane, what is the slope of the line 
whose equation is 2x +3y =5? 


@1 


Bill is budgeting the expenditure of a new car 
based on his gross income from last year. If 
his gross income from last year was $50,000 
and Bill wants to spend between 15 percent 
and 30 percent on a new car, which of the fol- 
lowing could be the cost of the new car? 


Indicate all possible costs of the new car. 
A| $8,000 
B| $10,000 


c| $12,000 
D| $14,000 


m 


$16,000 


m7 


$18,000 
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12. If the sporting center has two baseballs for A 
every nine baseball gloves and three baseball 
bats for every five baseballs, what is the lowest 
number of sporting items that could be in the 
sporting center? 


| © John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


13. If the average of x, y, and z is 5, what is the 14. The circle shown has the center O and a radius 
average of 4x+y,2y—x, and3z+27? of 8. If x = 45, what is the length of minor 
arc AB? 


T 


Or 
32 
oo 
®D 2r 
5r 
S 


Questions 15-17 are based on the following data. 


Score Distribution of 1,412,393 Examinees 
from Sept. 2018 to Aug. 2021 


100,000 
8 80,000 Test B 
£ 
— 60,000 
x 
= 40,000 
© 
© 20,000 
Z 
0 Test A 
SSSss IDSSSSS PREND RDD NNNNA NLS 
oqooocooccocoecocooc**ncnooqoocoeoo 
Test Score (increments of 10) 


Note: Chart is drawn to scale. 
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15. 


16. 


Percentile Ranking Based on Score 


Score Test A Test B 
Percentile | Percentile 

0 0 0 
10 0 1 
20 1 1 
30 2 2 
40 4 3 
50 7 4 
60 12 6 
70 17 7 
80 22 9 
90 27 11 
100 33 13 
110 38 16 
120 44 18 
130 50 21 
140 55 24 
150 61 28 
160 66 32 
170 71 35 
180 77 40 
190 81 44 
200 85 48 
210 89 53 
220 91 58 
230 94 63 
240 96 67 
250 97 72 
260 98 76 
270 99 81 
280 99 86 
290 99 90 
300 99 94 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


Approximately what ratio of examinees taking 
Test B scored a perfect 300? 


® 1 out of 100 
1 out of 90 
© 1 out of 50 
© 1 out of 20 
© 1 out of 10 


If a Test A examinee is among a group of 
40,000 examinees with the same score, which 
could be the examinee’s score? 


@ 20 
40 
© 90 
@ 180 
® 210 
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17. A Test A examinee improving his score from 


18. 


19. 


20. 


100 to 120 surpasses approximately how many 
other examinees? 


® 40,000 
80,000 
© 150,000 
@® 240,000 
© 300,000 


If the radius r of a circle increases by 
50 percent, what is the area of the new 
circle in terms of r? 


3nr? 
e 2 
2nr? 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


The circle is inscribed within the square of 
area 36. What fraction of the square is occu- 
pied by the circle? 


T 
Os 
T 
® 3 


What is the radius of a right circular cylinder 
with a volume of 50x and a height of 2? 
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Section 3 
Verbal Reasoning 


TIME: 30 minutes for 20 questions 


DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer to each question. Blacken the corresponding ovals or boxes on the 
answer sheet. 


3. A streamlined e-commerce experience miti- 
gates the online shopper’s (i) behav- 
ior and the (ii) for failing to complete 
the transaction. 


Directions: For Questions 1-7, choose the one entry 
best suited for each blank from its corresponding 
column of choices. 


1. Linguists and etymologists use a technique 
known as the comparative method to compare 


related languages and make inferences about Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
the shared language structure and — A 
@® capricious ® inkling 
as cültüre predictable © penchant 
grammar © fatuous ©® passion 
© vocabulary . f 
4. Because the compensation was (i) 
©® politics with the time and effort required for the proj- 
ect, the contractor did not (ii) 
© decorum the deadlines. 


. Driven by the rotation of the Earth, the wind 
flow around an atmospheric high-pressure 
area can go in a clockwise or counterclockwise 
direction, depending on the 


Blank (i) 


Blank (ii) 


®© discordant 


© quibble 


pursuant 


© acquiesce 


© commensurate 


© concede 


®© hemisphere 


stratosphere 


© moon’s orbit 


© solar winds 


© wind circulation 
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5. Attempts to control the (i) 


Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
® intractable ® precipitate 
imperturbable © exonerate 
© indolent ®© augment 
6. The (i) caused the mixture to become (ii) 


situation only served to (ii) 


. Student safety (iii) 


concerns, so the teacher ushered her students out of the lab. 


the tension. 


Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 
@® neutralizer © volatile © superseded 
chemical ® acidic @ preceded 
© catalyst ® piquant © negated 


7. When asked whether the antique vase was in (i) 


condition, its owner (ii) 


all other 


that it 


certainly was. When the buyer received it, however, she discovered that she had been (iii) 


Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 
®© pristine © corroborated @ sidetracked 
primordial © proved ® duped 
© rudimentary © averred © ostracized 
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Directions: Each of the following passages is followed 
by questions pertaining to the passage. Read the 
passage and answer the questions based on 
information stated or implied in that passage. For 
each question, select one answer choice unless 
instructed otherwise. 


The following passage is an excerpt from Carnegie by 
Peter Krass (Wiley). 


Great Britain had taken an early lead in the 
Industrial Revolution. The isles, with rich coal- 
fields to provide fuel for steam engines, many 
natural waterways for cheap transportation, and a 
booming international trade with its colonies, was 
ideally suited for a transformation from an 
agricultural-based economy to a manufacturing- 
based economy, from a handicraft system to a 
factory system. As country folk, in search for 
steady jobs, migrated to the cities in increasing 
numbers, the transition proved painful because 
already poor living conditions in urban centers 
were exacerbated by a population explosion. 
Contributing to this unprecedented growth were 
the Irish, who, seeking work, arrived in waves. 
Thus, employers had such a large labor pool to 
select from that they were able to dictate low 
wages and long hours, further suppressing the 
working poor. Disillusioned and embittered, the 
working class formed both trade and political 
unions to exert pressure, and activism increased 
dramatically. 


For Question 8, consider each answer choice sepa- 
rately and select all answer choices that are correct. 


8. Which of the following is specifically cited as 
contributing to Great Britain’s ability to take 
an early lead in the Industrial Revolution? 


A| Trade unions 


w 


International trade 


(e) 


Abundance of coal 


9. Select the sentence that states the reasons why 


wages were so low. 
® “The isles . . . factory system.” 


“As country folk . . . population 
explosion.” 


© “Contributing . . . arrived in waves.” 
© “Thus, employers . . . working poor.” 


© “Disillusioned and embittered . . . 
increased dramatically.” 
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10. Which of the following would make the most 
accurate title for this passage? 


® Great Britain’s Industrial Revolution: 
From Boom to Bust 


Exploitation of the Poor during Great 
Britain’s Industrial Revolution 


© The Birth of Unions in the Industrial 
Revolution 


©® Britain’s Industrial Revolution from the 
Eyes of the Poor 


© Great Britain’s Industrial Revolution: 
Natural Resources, Migration, and Unions 


The current trend of holding teachers account- 
able for the failures of school systems and students 
is only a blame game that makes teachers the 
scapegoats. Even with the passage of No Child Left 
Behind, intended to make schools and teachers 
more accountable, students in the U.S. continue to 
underperform students in other countries in math 
and science. If we are to get serious about educa- 
tion in the United States, we need to hold everyone 
accountable, not only schools and teachers but also 
students, parents, and society at large. As long as 
sports, celebrity worship, television, video games, 
and consumerism are higher on our list of priori- 
ties than education, academic performance will 
continue to decline. 


11. Which of the following, if true, most effec- 
tively undermines the argument that hold- 
ing teachers accountable is not a solution to 
improving student academic performance? 


® A study conducted at one school found 
that students of certain teachers showed 
significant improvement while students 
of other teachers did not. 


Socioeconomic differences among stu- 
dents contribute significantly to student 
performance. 


© Studies show a direct link between 
school funding and student performance. 


@ With the passage of No Child Left 
Behind, students of teachers who teach 
to the test perform significantly better 
on standardized tests. 


® From 1975 to 1990, more high-school 
students have taken the SAT while scores 
have declined. 


The thylacine, also known as the Tasmanian 
tiger, hunted in small packs and mainly at night. 
Evidence found on the island of Tasmania shows 
that though the thylacine preyed on birds, rodents, 
and sheep, its main staple was wombats and other 
small marsupials. Clearly this animal showed a 
preference for marsupials as its prey. 


12. Which of the following, if true, most weakens 
the claim that the thylacine primarily sought 
marsupials for prey? 


@® The thylacine on Tasmania has been 
extinct since the 1930s, while the num- 
ber of marsupials on that island has only 
risen slightly. 


Some farm records show losses of sheep 
and chickens to thylacine attacks. 


© Most animals of prey on Tasmania that 
were not domesticated were marsupials. 


@ Marsupials are also prey to other preda- 
tors, including foxes, eagles, and certain 
lizards. 


© Scratches and bite marks found on some 
thylacine bones are presumed to be 
defensive scars from certain marsupials. 


This passage is an excerpt from Film Theory: An 
Introduction by Robert Stam (Wiley-Blackwell). 


There are many possible ways to describe the 
history of film theory. It can be a triumphant 
parade of “great men and women”: Munsterberg, 
Eisenstein, Arnheim, Dulac, Bazin, Mulvey. It can 
be a history of orienting metaphors: “cine-eye,” 
“film language,” “window on the world,” 
“camera-pen,” “film language,” “film mirror,” 
“film dream.” It can be a story of the impact of 
philosophy on theory: Kant and Munsterberg, 
Mounier and Bazin, Bergson and Deleuze. It can be 
a history of cinema’s rapprochement with (or 
rejection of) other arts: film as painting, film as 
music, film as theater (or anti-theater). It can bea 
sequence of paradigmatic shifts in theoretical/ 
interpretive grids and discursive styles — 
formalism, semiology, psychoanalysis, feminism, 
cognitivism, queer theory, postcolonial theory — 
each with its talismanic keywords, tacit assump- 
tions, and characteristic jargon. 


13. In the context of this passage, which of the 
following is the best synonym for the word 
rapprochement? 


® relationship 
reconciliation 
© disapproval 
@ agreement 
© harmony 


For Question 14, consider each answer choice sepa- 
rately and select all answer choices that are correct. 


14. Which of the following does the author list as 
possible ways to describe the history of film 
theory? 


A| History of psychoanalysis 


wW 


History of film language 


Cj Triumphant parade of great men and 
women 


Directions: Each of the following sentences has a blank 
indicating that a word or phrase is omitted. Choose 
the two answer choices that best complete the 
sentence and result in two sentences most alike in 
meaning. 


15. Antics making one the life of the party in one 
context may be in another. 


A| courteous 
LB] loutish 


c| decorous 


LP] capricious 


E| boorish 


LEJ] contentious 


16. The plans were so that nobody on 
staff could figure out exactly what was 
supposed to be done. 


A} diffident 


B| desultory 


C! methodical 


D| convoluted 


E| proscribed 


F| tortuous 
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17. While citizens demanded strong leadership, 
candidates pandered to the polls. 


A| pusillanimous 


B| impudent 


c| audacious 


D| sanctimonious 


E| craven 


F| intransigent 


18. Although parents are often reluctant to 
their children, they know it is their 
duty to do so. 


A| sanction 


B| admonish 


vilify 


c 
D| disparage 


E| castigate 


F| congratulate 


19. The department of transportation offered to 


pay well above the market value of the home, 
but the couple refused to move out of 


the house where the children had grown up. 


A| obdurate 


LB] recalcitrant 


obstinate 


C 
LD! assiduous 


m 


subversive 


LF | 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO 


fundamentalist 


A recent study shows that a certain food 
preservative causes drowsiness and irritability in 
some dog breeds. This preservative is used primar- 
ily in the ABD brand dog treats, which is the only 
source of the dogs’ exposure to it. Therefore, the 
dogs’ disposition should improve rapidly if the 
preservative is no longer used. 


20. Which of the following, if true, most strength- 
ens the argument? 


@® The preservative is harmless to dogs 
if the treats are exposed to air for 
30 minutes before being eaten. 


Dogs rid their bodies of the preservative 
quickly once they stop eating it. 
© House cats have also eaten the ABD 


treats with no adverse effect on their 
disposition. 

© In high concentrations, the preservative 
is toxic to other animal species. 


© The preservative in the dog treats is 
less concentrated today than it was 
two years ago. 
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Section 4 
Quantitative Reasoning 


TIME: 35 minutes for 20 questions 
Notes: 
e All numbers used in this exam are real numbers. 


e All figures lie in a plane. 


e Angle measures are positive; points and angles are in the position shown. 


Directions: For Questions 1-7, choose from the 
following answer choices: 


® Quantity A is greater. 
Quantity B is greater. 
© The two quantities are equal. 


® The relationship cannot be determined from 
the information given. 


1. A furniture dealer sold two sofas for $400 
each, for a 25 percent profit on one anda 
20 percent loss on the other. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The dealer’s The dealer’s 
net gain net loss 


2. nis a positive integer between 200 and 500. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The number of possible 31 


values of n witha 
units digit of 5 


3. ab<0 


Quantity A Quantity B 


la+b| |a| + |B] 


-2 
3 
Quantity A Quantity B 
x y 


Questions 5 and 6 are based on the following 
information: 


Square ABCD is in the xy-coordinate plane, and 
each side of the square is parallel to either the 
x-axis or the y-axis. Points A and C have coor- 
dinates (-—2, —1) and (3, 4), respectively. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The area of %4 
square ABCD 
Quantity A Quantity B 
The distance between B 
points A and C 5v2 
[NGOJONITO NEXT PAGE 


CHAPTER 19 PracticeExam2 331 


Quantity A Quantity B 
n 25 
n 


8. A car travels at a constant rate of 


10. 
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20 meters per second. How many 
kilometers does it travel in 10 minutes? 
(1 kilometer = 1,000 meters) 


@5 
® 12 
© 15 
@® 20 
® 25 


. If (x —5)” =900, what are the two possible 


values of x? 


Indicate two such numbers. 


Al 10 


B| —10 


Cc -25 
D 30 
E| 35 
F 40 


A circular pool of radius r feet is surrounded by 
a circular sidewalk of width 7 feet. In terms 


of r, what is the area of the sidewalk? 
® 2rr? 


Sar? 
4 
Oar? 
© 4 
® rr’ 


2 
mY 
= 2 


11. 


12. 


13. 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


The preceding figure shows a regular hexagon. 
What is the value of x? 


If n divided by 35 has a remainder of 3, what is 
the remainder when n is divided by 7? 


If the length of a rectangle were increased by 
20 percent and the width were decreased by 
20 percent, what is the ratio of the original 
area to the new area? 


® 4:3 
5:4 
© 10:9 
® 15:13 
© 25:24 


Questions 14-16 are based on the following data. 


14. 


15. 


Education pays 


Unemployment rate in 2008 


2.0 ca Doctoral degree 
17H Professional degree 
2.4 =| Master’s degree 
2.8 B Bachelor’s degree 
3.7 Ooo Associate degree 
5.1 | Some college, no degree 
5.7 a High school graduate 


Median weekly earnings in 2008 


DE $1,561 
N 1531 
DE 1233 
DE «1,012 
EE 757 

MEE «699 

ME 618 


9.0 EE Less than a high school diploma (EE 453 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Current Population Survey 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


Approximately what were the median monthly 


earnings of someone with a bachelor’s degree 
in 2008? 


® $1,012 
$1,233 
© $4,050 
® $4,400 
® $4,750 


In 2008, if there were 10,000 doctoral-degree 
holders and 200,000 master’s-degree holders, 
what was the ratio of unemployed doctoral- 
degree holders to unemployed master’s- 
degree holders? 


@ 1:20 
1:24 
© 1:48 
© 1:50 
® 1:200 


16. If an associate-degree holder earning 


20 percent less than the median for that 
degree went on to get a bachelor’s degree and 
earn 25 percent more than the median for that 
degree, which of the following is closest to the 
change in the degree holder’s annual income? 


® $28,200 
$30,500 
© $31,500 
®D $34,300 
© $49,500 


17. What is the area of an equilateral triangle with 


a base of 6° 
® 6/3 
9/3 

© 12/3 
® 153 
© 18/3 


[INGOION TO NEXT PAGE 
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18. 19. Two lines represented by the equations 
y=x+land y=2x +3 intersect at point P. 


House Values Of A Neighborhood What are the coordinates of P? 
In Town X ® (-2, -1) 

Value Range (In Thousands Number (-1, 2) 

of Dollars) of Houses © (1, -2) 

Under $100 6 ® (2, -1) 

$100-$149 14 a? 

10 8 
$150-$199 12 20. 5; =, = 
$200-$250 10 ®o 
Over $250 7 1 

©5 
For the 49 houses from the neighborhood in ® 25 
Town X, which of the following could be the © 125 


median value, in thousands of dollars? 


Indicate all such values. 
A! $148 
B| $162 
c| $170 
D| $195 
E| $210 
F| $225 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Chapter 20 


Practice Exam 2: Answers 
and Explanations 


fter taking Practice Exam 2 in Chapter 19, use this chapter to check your answers and see 

how you did. Carefully review the explanations because doing so can help you understand 

why you missed the questions you did and also give you a better understanding of the 
thought process that helped you select the correct answers. If you’re in a hurry, flip to the end of 
the chapter for an abbreviated answer key. 


Analytical Writing Sections 


Have a friend read your essays: Refer that helpful person to Chapters 15 and 16 for scoring 
guidelines, and if the essays are clear, persuasive, and grammatically sound, you probably got it. 


( 


on 1: Verbal Reasoning 


1. D. Military expenditure, which is the money spent on the military, leads to the military’s 
size. Even though the other qualities may be true, only expenditure directly leads to the size 
of the military. 


2. B. Though the other qualities may be true, a curriculum leads to educational goals. Adroitness 
is the quality of being clever and appropriate, but it isn’t specific enough to reach educa- 
tional goals. 


Ww 


. A, E. The gustatory system is responsible for the sense of taste, and a more discerning 
(perceptive) palate is able to distinguish subtle differences. The lymphatic system fights 
infection, while the digestive system breaks down food. For the second blank, discrete 
(distinct) doesn’t work, and distended (swollen) isn’t even in the ballpark. 
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4. A, F. A tsunami is a wave that would inundate (flood) the resort, causing property damage 
that would act as a catalyst (stimulus) for any renovation. Choice (C), drowned, fits the 
meaning, but the resort isn’t a living thing, so it can’t drown. Dissembled (concealed) isn’t 
even close. Although a tsunami could be a symbol for something, it’s hardly a symbol for 
the much-needed renovation. Flooding could result in a mendicant (vagrant), but it would 
not serve as one. 


5. C, D. Castle walls that are impervious cannot be penetrated, and after several attempts to 
broach (break through), an enemy’s vigor (strength) would begin to flag (weaken). Walls 
cannot be amenable (agreeable). They may be impeccable (flawless), but because they 
frustrated the enemy’s attempts to penetrate, impervious is a better choice. As for the other 
choices for the second blank, the enemy’s vigor wouldn’t regroup (reorganize) or fight, 
although the enemy certainly would. 


6. C, D, G. Aware of the burgeoning (growing) debt, Congress would impose an austerity 
(disciplined) program to curtail (reduce) spending. For the first blank, pervasive (wide- 
spread) would be a good second choice, but shrinking is the opposite of what’s needed here. 
For the second blank, spending would be a decent second choice, but it’s not quite strong 
enough and it’s a little redundant because it appears at the end of the sentence. Defense 
definitely doesn’t fit. For the third blank, attenuate may be okay, but it means something 
more like to decrease in strength. Desiccate (dehydrate) doesn’t make the cut, either. 


7. B, F, H. If the prosecutor will reevaluate his approach, then he has problems with the case. 
A discrepancy (difference) between the records and the testimony would be a problem, while 
a correlation or relationship, both meaning connection, would not. The words along with 
suggest that the evidence is also a problem and unsubstantiated (without support), not 
corroborated (confirmed) or vetted (examined closely). This means the prosecutor’s case 
would be tenuous (shaky), not compelling (convincing) or conclusive (certain). 


8. C. The second paragraph, third sentence states that experts recommend profiling by 
behavior and intelligence. 


9. A. If true, Choice (A) describes a solution that improves security without compromising civil 
liberties. Choices (B) and (C) may be effective for security, but per the passage, are viola- 
tions of civil liberties. Choices (D) and (E) are observations that do not address the question. 


10. A, C. The third sentence states that the Cold War shaped international and domestic politics 
and cultures, and the fourth sentence states that war has influenced the development of 
new States. Choice (B) is wrong, because the next-to-last sentence presents civil wars and 
conflicts as causes of change, not effects of war. 


11. E. Terrorists and rogue states are mentioned only in respect to the possibility that they’ll 
acquire nuclear weapons, while nuclear proliferation — which includes the acquisition of 
nuclear weapons by rogue states — is singled out as a threat unto itself. According to the 
passage, the Cold War has ended and the proliferation of civil wars is mentioned not as a 
threat but only as an agent of change in the developing world. 


12. D. The sixth sentence describes the means to the goal stated in the first sentence — to 
position yourself as a recognized expert with useful information so the marketplace will 
always need what you have to offer. Choice (D), which describes getting people’s attention, 
is the result of achieving that goal. 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


B. The fourth sentence answers this question in saying that “there is an important differ- 
ence between somebody who is selling something and somebody who is an expert.” Most of 
the choices are differences mentioned in the passage but are not the difference between 
marketing and UnMarketing. 


C. If service prices are on average 50 percent higher in the United States, then this accounts 
for the fact that the United States spends 50 percent more per capita on healthcare than 
most European countries, undermining the argument that poor diet leads to poor health 
and is thus responsible for the difference. 


B, D. Tacit and implicit both indicate that the coach approved without having to say so. 
Perhaps during practice the coach had expressed a desire that the team play with more 
heart and throw caution to the wind. Choices (C), cautious, and (E), enthusiastic, both are 
fitting words to describe approval, but neither has a suitable match in the list. Ambiguous 
(unclear) and salubrious (healthy) obviously don’t fit. 


E, F. Achampion competitive eater would need a hearty appetite, so few would believe that 
he is so abstemious (moderate) or ascetic (prone to self-denial). Choice (D), courteous, 
neither contradicts a hearty appetite nor has a match, and the other three choices all mean 
the opposite of moderate. 


C, D. Embellishment is an addition or ornament, such as details added to a story, and 
hyperbole is an exaggeration; both words carry the positive connotation of improving 
something or making it more interesting. Choice (F), overemphasis is an overstated impor- 
tance placed on something, which doesn’t change the nature of what’s being overstated. 
None of the remaining choices come close: sarcasm (irony), allegory (parable), and ennui 
(boredom). 


A, D. The transition word “while” tells you that the child had the opposite of a gentle 
disposition. Pugnacious and truculent mean fighting and aggressive, which fit. Irascible 
(irritable) is close but doesn’t mean the opposite of gentle, nor does it have a match. 
Choices (B) and (C), lackadaisical (easygoing) and quiescent (calm), are nearly identical 
in meaning but aren’t the opposite of gentle. Choice (F), soporific (sleep-inducing), also 
doesn’t fit. 


B, C. A divide between statement and action, meaning what you say isn’t what you do, 
suggests the parties are lying, which as a noun is disingenuousness (think genuine with 

a dis- in front of it) or duplicitousness (think of dupli as two or two-faced). Choices (A), 
sincerity, and (F), authenticity, are nearly the opposite of what’s needed here, both meaning 
genuine or real. Hypocrisy is close but has more to do with pretending to hold a certain 
belief. 


B. If accidents are caused by delivery drivers, then training factory workers won’t change 
anything. There are trap answers, however. In Choice (A), if some workers are already 
trained, then others (who cause accidents) may still need training. In Choice (C), though 
the Smith factory already has a good safety record, it could still improve. In Choice (D), the 
result of the accident isn’t part of prevention. Choice (E) is a trap, making you think the 
training program isn’t effective. However, the program could be effective, but the Olson 
factory could be accident-prone for other reasons, such as a poor setup. 
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Section 2: Quantitative Reasoning 


1. C. To get the area of triangle ABC, you need the base and the height. Because sides BC = 2 
and AB =1, this is a 30-60-90 triangle with a side-length ratio of 1:2: V3: The base is 1 and 


base x height 
2 


the height is v3. The area of the triangle is thus sbase x height = , making 


Quantity A equal to Quantity B. 


2. B. The weighted average is always closer to the average of the larger group, which in this 
case is 90. 105 is the simple average of 120 and 90, so the weighted average is closer to 90 
and less than 105. 


You can also do the math. To get the weighted average, add the product of 10 and 120 to the 
product of 20 and 90: 1,200 + 1,800 = 3,000. Divide by the total number of test scores (30), 
and the weighted average is 100, less than 105. 


3. D. If you assumed the highest possible value of n is 14, making a = i = 0.7, then you fell 


0 
for the trap and chose Choice (B). However, because n isn’t necessarily an integer, it could 


be equal to 14.999, which is greater than 0.72 when placed over 20. Because n could also 
be 11, Z could be either less than or greater than 0.72. 


4. A. If you start with six servings, multiply this by 3 for 15 servings, as DG ay =15. You 


2 
need $ cups of lentils for six servings, so use 3x9 = “ = » cups for 15 servings. 
Because » is more than 3, Choice (A) is the correct answer. 


5. C. Remember how to find the area of a trapezoid? Average the two bases and multiply by 
the height. Because the bases are 9 and 11, the average is 10. Multiplying by the height gives 
you 50, which is the same as the area of the rectangle. 


6. C. Call the interior angles of the triangle A, B, and C, according to the labels on the drawing. 
Because the angle supplementary to angle C is 2x, angle C equals 180 — 2x. The three angles 
of any triangle total 180, making angle B equal to 180 minus the other two angles, or 
180 — x - (180 - 2x), which you can rewrite as 180 - x -180 + 2x. The 180s cancel, and -x + 2x 
becomes x. Now you know two of the angles are equal, making the triangle isosceles and 
segments AC and BC equal. 


7. A. The equation x” — x -6 = 0 becomes (x —3)(x+2)=0, making the roots of the equation 3 
and —2. (The roots are the two values for x, either of which makes the statement true.) The 
sum of these two numbers is 1, making Quantity A greater than Quantity B. If you thought 
the roots were -3 and 2 and chose Choice (C), then you fell for the trap by thinking that -3 
and +2 in the factored equation are the roots. 


8. A. First set up the equation with the x as the number and 2x as the average: 


8+8 tlta =2x% 


45+x _ 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


Now place the 2x over 1 and cross multiply: 


45+x _ 2x 
5 1 
45+ x =10x 


45 =9x 
5=x 


x is 5, so the average of the numbers is 10. Twice the average is 20, making Choice (A) 
greater than Choice (B). 


. A. The units digit of any product depends on the units digits of the two numbers being 


multiplied. To find the units digit of 219,473 x 162,597, just use the units digits of the two 
numbers: 3 and 7. Then 3x7 = 21, so the units digit of 219,473 x 162,597 is 1. 


E. To find the slope of the line, convert the equation to slope-intercept form, which is 
y =mx +b. Solve for y, and m is the slope. 


2x+3y=5 
3y =-2x4+5 
y= Burd 


A, B, C, and D. These four answer choices are correct because 15 to 30 percent of $50,000 is 
$7,500 to $15,000. In this type of question, you select all correct answer choices. 


61. Set the ratios up as baseballs : gloves = 2 : 9 and baseballs : bats = 5 : 3. Because baseballs 
are in both ratios, once as 2 and once as 5, the actual number of baseballs has to be a multiple 
of both 2 and 5. The question asks for the lowest number, and the lowest common multiple of 
2 and 5 is 10. If the ratio of baseballs to gloves is 2:9 and there are 10 baseballs, there must be 
45 gloves (multiply both sides of the ratio by 5). Also, if the ratio of baseballs to bats is 5:3 
and there are 10 baseballs, there must be 6 bats (multiply both sides of the ratio by 2). Add 
these up for the number of sporting items: 10 baseballs + 45 gloves + 6 bats = 61 items. 


24. If the average of x, y, and z is 5, then x + y+ z =15. To find the average of the expres- 
sions 4x + y, 2y —x, and 3z +27, add them up and divide by 3. The equations 4x + y, 2y - x, 
and 3z + 27 simplify to 3x + 3y +3z +27. Because x + y+ z=15, 3x+3y+3z=3(15)=45. Add 
the 27 for a total of 72. Finally, 72 +3 is 24. 


D. If the central angle is 45 degrees, then the resulting arc is also 45 degrees, which is 


+ -4 of the circle. If the radius of the circle is 8, then the circumference is 167. And x of 


16z is 27. 


D. The table shows that on Test B, a score of 300 placed the examinee in the 94th percentile 
ranking. This means that the examinee scored higher than 94 percent of the other examin- 
ees. Therefore, 5 percent of the examinees, or 1 out of every 20 examinees, scored 300. You 

can use the graph for a similar result: Of 1,412,393 test takers, 80,000 scored 300 on Test B. 


80,000 _ ee 
7,412,393 ` .057 ~ 5% for 1 out of 20. 


Note the question says “approximately,” and the other answers are not even close. 
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16. E. In the first graph, the line for Test A examinees crosses the 40,000 line at two points: 
30 and 210. However, 30 isn’t an answer choice, so if you chose Choice (A) or (B), you fell 
for the trap of not looking far enough on the chart. This examinee could also have a score 
of 210, which is an answer choice and the correct answer. Choice (C), 90, is the group of 
40,000 like scorers on Test B, another trap. Choice (D), 180, is the score at which the two 
testing trend lines cross. 


17. C. Using the line chart, you see that approximately 70,000 examinees scored 100 
and 80,000 scored 110. By jumping from 100 to 120, the examinee surpasses about 
70,000 + 80,000 = 150,000 examinees. Note that the graph label says that the test scores 
are in “increments of 10,” so you know that no one scored, say, 105 or 109. You only 
need to account for students with scores of 100 and 110. 


18. E. The area of any circle is zr’. Because the radius of the original circle increased by 


50 percent, the new radius is ar Plug the new radius into the area formula with z asr: 


(F) ENEE 


19. C. If the circle is inscribed within the square, then the diameter of the circle is equal to one 


side of the square, which is 6. This makes the radius of the circle 3 and the area (3) =9n. 
The circle occupies z of the square, which reduces to T 

20. 5. You can find the volume of a cylinder with zr°h (the base area times the height). You’re 
given the volume and height, so back-solve to find the radius. Begin with 502 = zr°2 
(because the height is 2). Eliminate the z and 2 from both sides for 25 =r”, making the 


radius 5. 


Section 3: Verbal Reasoning 


1. C. A language is comprised of structure and vocabulary, and an etymologist studies the 
history of language. Though grammar is also relevant, it’s redundant to structure, which is 
already in the sentence. The other choices, culture, politics, and decorum (proper behavior), 
are not directly related to languages or language structure. 


2. A. The wind flow is driven by the rotation of the Earth, so look for an answer choice related 
to that — especially one with a clockwise or counterclockwise orientation. Only hemisphere 
is related to the rotation of the Earth, which would appear to go clockwise in one hemi- 
sphere and counterclockwise in the other. You don’t need geographical knowledge to 
answer this question — just eliminate answer choices that aren’t related to the rotation of 
the Earth. 


3. A, E. A capricious (fickle) shopper changes heart easily and has a penchant (tendency) to 
abandon the transaction before completing it. For the first blank, predictable doesn’t work 
because it’s the opposite of capricious, and fatuous means silly or inane. For the second 
blank, neither inkling (hunch) nor passion (desire) makes sense in this context. 
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4. 


10. 


11. 


C, D. Because the compensation was commensurate (proportional), the contractor wouldn’t 
quibble (argue) over the deadlines. For the first blank, discordant (conflicting) means nearly 
the opposite of commensurate, and pursuant means in agreement with (as in the terms of a 
contract). Acquiesce and concede both mean to go along with, neither of which fits the 
connotation of this sentence. 


. A, F. Attempts to control didn’t work, so the situation was more likely intractable (difficult 


to control) than imperturbable (calm and cool) or indolent (lazy). If the attempts made 
things worse, they augmented (increased) the tension, not precipitated (triggered) or 
exonerated (forgave) it. 


. C, D, G. Reading the sentence from the end, you know that the teacher was concerned about 


student safety, so safety issues would have superseded (taken precedence over) all other 
concerns and not preceded (come earlier) or negated (canceled) them. If safety became a 
concern, the mixture must have become volatile (changing rapidly, which could be danger- 
ous), definitely not piquant (spicy) but perhaps acidic, although that wouldn’t necessarily 
require an evacuation. Something helped change the nature of the mixture, so that would 
be a catalyst (an agent of change), not just any old chemical, and certainly not a neutralizer, 
which would have made the mixture less dangerous. 


. A, F, H. Pristine means perfect. Primordial is more along the lines of prehistoric, and rudi- 


mentary means basic. If the owner said that the vase certainly was, he averred (confirmed) 
that the vase was in pristine condition. Corroborated would have required someone else 
saying it before he did, and if he proved it, the vase really would have been in pristine 
condition. For the last blank, however is the key word; knowing that the owner claimed the 
vase was in pristine condition, however clues you in that it really wasn’t, in which case the 
buyer was duped (fooled), not sidetracked (diverted) or ostracized (excluded). 


. B, C. The second sentence names three factors that contributed to Great Britain’s ability to 


take an early lead in the Industrial Revolution: coal, waterways, and international trade. 
Choice (A), trade unions, is mentioned near the end but only as a reaction by the working 
class to the low pay and poor working conditions. 


. D. “Thus, employers had such a large labor pool to select from that they were able to 


dictate low wages and long hours, further suppressing the working poor.” The sentence 
clearly states that the wages were so low because “employers had such a large labor pool to 
select from.” 


E. “Great Britain’s Industrial Revolution: Natural Resources, Migration, and Unions.” The 
passage covers these three topics but isn’t entirely based on any one. Choice (A) is wrong 
because the passage never says Great Britain went bust. Choice (B) is wrong because it 
describes only half of the passage. Choice (C) is wrong because unions are mentioned only 
in the final sentence and the passage doesn’t say that unions originated in Great Britain. 
Choice (D) is wrong because the passage’s perspective is that of the historian, not the 
exploited poor. 


A. If some teachers have a better track record than others in educating students at the 


same school, the difference in teacher expertise is probably the reason why. Choices (B), (C), 
and (E) would help point toward some other cause, while Choice (D) is off topic. 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


C. You know that thylacines mainly ate marsupials; the question is why. The passage 
suggests that thylacines had a preference. Choice (C) offers a different reason: Marsupials 
were the easiest to get to. Choice (A) is out of scope: There may not have been enough 
thylacines to affect the marsupial population. Choice (B) affirms that thylacines ate other 
animals, but they may still have preferred marsupials. Choice (D) is out of scope: The point 
is what thylacines ate, not other animals of prey. And Choice (E) only says that the marsu- 
pials fought back. 


B. Even if you don’t know the meaning of rapprochement, the following parenthetical 
rejection of provides a clue that it means the opposite of rejection of, so it means something 
like acceptance of. Reconciliation is the closest in meaning to acceptance of. 


C. The second sentence mentions the only answer choice that’s correct: “It can be a 
triumphant parade of ‘great men and women.’” Choice (A) is wrong because although the 
passage mentions psychoanalysis, it does so only as one of a sequence of paradigmatic 
shifts. Choice (B) is wrong because although the passage mentions film language, it does so 
only as an example of an orienting metaphor. 


B, E. Antics that go great at a party may not go so well outside the party. This behavior 
would appear loutish or boorish, both of which mean rude. Courteous and decorous both mean 
polite, capricious means fickle, and contentious means quarrelsome, none of which fits in 
this context. 


D, F. Convoluted and tortuous both mean complex, full of twists and turns, which would 
make the plans difficult to follow and execute. Desultory means aimless or unfocused, 
making it a good word to describe the plans, but it doesn’t have a match in the answer 
choices. If the plans were methodical (systematic), they’d be easy to follow, and if they were 
proscribed (prohibited), nobody on staff would be allowed to carry them out. Diffident means 
not confident, which doesn’t fit. 


A, E. If the candidates weren’t strong and were pandering, they must have been pusillanimous 
or craven (cowardly). They certainly would not be impudent (bold, in a disrespectful way), 
audacious (daring), sanctimonious (self-righteous), or intransigent (stubborn). 


B, E. Parents are reluctant but expected to admonish (scold) or castigate (punish) children 
but not vilify (slander) or disparage (ridicule). Parents may sanction (approve of) or 
congratulate children, but they would not be reluctant to do so. 


A, C. Obdurate and obstinate both convey a sense of stubbornness. Recalcitrant and subversive 
convey a sense of rebellion, which isn’t the case: It’s sentimentality. Assiduous means 
hardworking, which the couple may have been, but that wouldn’t necessarily make them 
reluctant to move. Fundamentalist (die-hard, or one who is unyielding) also misses the 
sentimental point. 


B. If the dogs rid their bodies of the preservative quickly once they stop eating it, then they 
should be fine. The opposite is if the preservative lingers for a long time, which means 
they’ll continue feeling lousy. Choice (A) is out, because most dogs don’t wait before 
gobbling the treats. Choices (C) and (D) are out of scope, because the passage is about dogs, 
not cats or other species. Choice (E) is out, because what the treats were two years ago isn’t 
pertinent to today. 
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Section 4: Quantitative Reasoning 


1. B. The percents profit and loss are based on the dealer’s purchase price, not the dealer’s 
selling price. If he sold a sofa for $400 at a 25 percent profit, then he sold it for 125 percent, 


ory; of what he paid for it, which is x, so 


54 
x = 400 

4 
x 80 400-77 
x =320 


The net gain was 400 -320 = 80. 


The dealer sold the other sofa for $400 at a 20 percent loss, or for 100% — 20% = 80%, or 
8 _ 4 of what he paid for it (call it y). Therefore, the dealer purchased it for 


10 5 
48 
y=" 400-2 
‘A 
y =500 


The net loss was 500 — 400 =100, so Quantity B is larger. If you chose Choice (A), then you 
calculated the profit and loss on the dealer’s sale prices of $400, not the dealer’s purchase 
prices. 


2. B. The number of integers between 200 and 500 with a units digit of 5, starting with 205 
and ending with 495, is 30. Just look at the 20 from 205 and the 49 from 495. 20 to 49, 
inclusive, is 30. 


3. B. If ab <0, then either a or b is negative but not both, and neither equals 0. Making them 
both positive, as in Quantity B, and then adding them produces a higher number than 
adding them first (with one as a negative) and then making the result positive. 


4. D. If you chose Choice (B), then you fell for the trap. Just because zi = 2 doesn’t mean that 


x =2 or y =3. They could be 20 and 30, for example. Or x and y could both be negative, such 
as -2 and -3. 


5. A. Draw the xy-coordinate plane and place the points A and C as directed. These are two 
points of the square, and you know they’re the opposite corners because the question tells 
you the sides of the square are parallel to the axes. Measure the width and height and 
multiply for an area of 25. (Or measure the width or the height and then square that for the 
answer.) 


6. C. Drawing a line from point A to point C splits the square into two 45-45-90 triangles. 
The side ratio of this triangle is x : x : x2, so if two of the sides are 5, then the hypotenuse 


is 5/2. 
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7. D. If n equals 2, then Quantity A is greater; if n equals > then Quantity B is greater. All you 
know is that n is positive, not whether it’s an integer or a fraction less than 1. 


8. B. Set up the conversions as fractions and do the math: 


("re pares) Jo)? 


Note that the three zeros in the numerators cancel the three zeros in the denominator of 
the second fraction. 


9. C, E. If (x- 5) =900, then take the square root of both sides to get x -5 = 30 and x -5 =-30. 
Add 5s all around, and x equals either 35 or —25. 


10. B. If the radius of the pool is r and the width of the sidewalk is z then the radius from the 
center of the pool to the outer circumference of the sidewalk is r +5 = 3r, First, calculate 


the area of the pool and sidewalk by substituting 3r for r in the equation for the area of a 
circle: 


G) 


Next, calculate the area of the pool alone, which is more straightforward: A = nr’, Finally, 
subtract the area of the pool from the total area of the pool plus the sidewalk, with a 
common denominator to subtract: 


97r? 2_ 97r? Anr? _5arr? 
4 = 4 4 4 


11. 120. The sum of angles for any polygon can be found with the formula (n—2)(180°), making 
the sum of the hexagon’s angles 720 degrees. The hexagon is a regular hexagon, meaning 
all sides and angles are the same, so divide the total of 720 by 6 for 120 degrees per angle. 


12. 3. Pick a number that has a remainder of 3 when divided by 35, such as 38 or 73. Divide this 
number by 7, and it has the same remainder. This is because 7 divides perfectly into 35. 


13. E. Pick simple numbers (that easily adjust by 20 percent, so multiples of 5) for the length 
and width of the rectangle, such as 10 and 5, for an area of 50. Increase one by 20 percent 
and decrease the other by 20 percent for new length and width of 12 and 4 and a new area 
of 48. Now, reduce the ratio of 50: 48 to 25: 24. Regardless of the numbers you pick, the 
ratio of the area of the original rectangle to the area of the new rectangle is 25:24. Who 
knew? 
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14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20. C. The idea is to simplify this fraction as quickly and easily as possible. Factor the 


. D. If you multiplied the bachelor’s-degree holder’s median weekly earnings of $1,012 by 4 


and chose Choice (C), you fell for the trap. An average month is 4 


52 weeks 44 -41 


1 


3 weeks long: 


weeks/month 


12 months 12 3 


Now multiply the median weekly earnings of $1,012 by the number of weeks per month: 
$1,012 x 45 = $4,385.33, which is closest to Choice (D), $4,400. 


. B. To count the unemployed doctoral-degree holders, take 2 percent of 10,000, which is 
200. To count the unemployed master’s-degree holders, take 2.4 percent of 200,000, which 
is 4,800. Reduce the ratio of 200: 4,800 to 1: 24. 


. D. Good thing you get a calculator. To find the annual earnings of the associate-degree 
holder earning 20 percent less than the median, multiply the median amount of $757 by 0.8 
and by 52, for an annual salary of $31,491. To find the annual earnings of the bachelor’s- 
degree holder earning 25 percent above the median, multiply the median amount of $1,012 
by 1.25 and by 52, for an annual salary of $65,780. The difference is $34,290, making the 
closest answer choice $34,300. 


2 
. B. You can find the area of an equilateral triangle by using the formula Ê v3 , where 


sisa 


side length. You can also consider the equilateral triangle to be two 30-60-90 triangles, 
giving the triangle a height of 3V3, and use the A = sbase x height formula. 


. B, C, D. Of the 49 houses, the median value will be of house number 25, in order of value. 
This places the median house in the third group, valued in thousands from $150 to $199. 
This median value can be any value in that range. 


. A. With the two equations, subtract one from the other to eliminate y: 


y=x+l 
-(y =2x +3) 

0=-x-2 

x=-2 


Since x is —2, substitute x in either original equation for the value of y as -1. 


into 


5° (5-1) Cancel the 
1) 


5'(5?- 


8 
(5? -— 1) from the top and bottom, and reduce the = to 5. 
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510 = 58 
5-5 


345 


Answer Key for Practice Exam 2 


Section 1: Verbal Reasoning 


Section 2: Quantitative Reasoning 


Section 4: Quantitative Reasoning 


Cc, D,G 
B, F,H 
c 

A 

A,C 


(0 


A 
A 
A 


C, D,G 
A,F,H 
B,C 
D 

E 


a 


1. D 6. 
2. B 7. 
3. A,E 8. 
4. A,F 9. 
5. c,D 10. 
1. c 6. 
2. B 7. 
3. D 8. 
4. A 9. 
5. c 10. 
Section 3: Verbal Reasoning 
1. c 6. 
2. A 7. 
3. A, E 8. 
4. c,D 9. 
5. A, F 10. 
1. B 6. 
2. B 7. 
3. B 8. 
4. D 9. 
5. A 10. 
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16. 
17. 
18. 
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16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
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16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
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Chapter 2. 
Practice Exam 3 


ou’re doing great — now for another. The idea is that on exam day, there’s nothing you’re 
not expecting, and that comes from practice. Remember to revisit any rough topics in 
Chapters 4 thru 14. 


Like the others in this book, this exam consists of two 30-minute essays, two 30-minute Verbal 
Reasoning sections (20 questions each), and two 35-minute Quantitative Reasoning sections 
(20 questions each). 


Remember the rules: Take this practice test under normal exam conditions and approach it as you 
would the real GRE: 


>> Work when you won't be interrupted. 

>» Use scratch paper that’s free of any prepared notes. 

>> Answer as many questions as time allows. Guess on the remaining questions. 
>> Set a timer for each section. 

>> Don't leave your desk while the clock is running on any section. 


>» Take a one-minute break after each section and the optional ten-minute break after the 
first Verbal section. 


>> Type the essays. Use a simple text editor, such as Notepad. 


Then go to Chapter 22 to check your answers, and review the explanations for all the questions, 
not just the ones you miss. 
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Answer Sheet for Practice Exam 3 


Section 1: Section 2: 
Verbal Reasoning Quantitative Reasoning 
1.®HBOO® 1. © O O 
2.500000 2. © O OO 
3. © O O 0 OO 3. © O © ® 
4.DBOOOO® 4,.® ®O ® 
5. ADOODD® 5. © O O 
ODODO O0O . ®O DM 
7ZADBOODDO@QDOAO 7.05000 
8. [A| [B] LC 8. © ® © DM 
9.D®O O® 9.® ® © ® 
10. © ®© © O® 10. © © © © 
11. [a] [e] |c 11. © ®© © ®© 


12.00 00O 
13.0 ®O O® 


1.000 O® 
13.02 ® © O® 


1. D BO © 
12.0 ® O O® 
1. ©® © O O® 
15. D O O O® 


16. [A] [B] [c] [P] [E] [F] 
17. [A] [B] [e] E] [E] [E] 
18. [A] [B] [c] [o] [E] [E] 
19. [A] [B] [c] [P] [E] [F] 
20. [A] [B] [c] [o] [E] F] 


14.®®OO® 14. [A] [B] [c 

15. [A] [B] [c] [P] [E] [F] bf E] 
16. [A] [B] [c] [P] [E] [F] 60 SS s—sY 
17. [A] [B] [c] [P] [E] [F] 7, Ef 
18. [A] [B] [e] E] [E] [E] 18. [A] [B] [c] [e] [E] [E] 
19. [A] [B] [c] P] E] E] 19. [A] [B] [c] [0] [E] F] 
2.0000 20. [A] [B] [ 

Section 3: Section 4: 

Verbal Reasoning Quantitative Reasoning 
.®0 00O 1.®®OO® 
2.00 00O 2.5000 

3. © O O 0 OO 2.0000 

41. D OOOO 4.®®O DM 

5. DOO O®D® 5. DBO ®D 
-.ADBODDO@QDAO 6A ®O ®D 
7ZDDOOOHD®ODODO 7.®DOGOD 

8. ADO O®D 8. © O 
9.®DOOO® 9.D®OO O® 
10. [A] [B] [c 10..®@OO O® 
11. [A] [B] [c 1.00 000 


12. © © O 0 © 
13. © © © 0 © 
14. [A] [B] [c 
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Analytical Writing 1: Analyze an Issue 


TIME: 30 minutes 
“Consumerism has contributed significantly to alleviating human suffering.” 


DIRECTIONS: Write a response in which you express the extent to which you agree or disagree with the 
preceding statement and explain the reasoning behind your position. In support of your position, think of 
ways in which the statement may or may not be true and how these considerations influence your position. 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Analytical Writing 2: Analyze an Argument 


TIME: 30 minutes 


“Though touted as the key to building a strong economy, microlending (making small loans to entrepreneurs 
in impoverished countries) can actually do more harm than good. In the small country of Bogata, for instance, 
microlending was introduced in key regions, and the gross domestic product (total value of all goods and 
services produced) declined by 20 percent. During the same time, the neighboring country of Byrn did not 
introduce microlending practices, and its gross domestic product increased 25 percent. The practice of 
microlending, therefore, should be discouraged from any economy.” 


DIRECTIONS: Write a response in which you discuss the merits of the preceding argument. Discuss the evidence 
that would strengthen or weaken it. 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Section 1 
Verbal Reasoning 


TIME: 30 minutes for 20 questions 


DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer to each question. Blacken the corresponding ovals or boxes on the 


answer sheet. 


Directions: For Questions 1-7, choose the one entry 
best suited for each blank from its corresponding 
column of choices. 


1. In Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, Brutus and 
Cassius make a(n) reference to a 
mechanical clock, though in the time of the 
story it had not yet been invented. 


@ ambiguous 


anachronistic 


© ancient 


© archaic 


© euphemistic 


2. An unbiased journalist is responsible to the 
public and the profession for the of 
the story. 


® veracity 


plausibility 


© tenacity 


® originality 


© righteousness 


3. Galileo was not the first astronomer to ques- 


tion the (i) view of the Earth as being 
at the center of the universe, but he was the 
most vocal, so his ideas were (ii) by 
the Catholic Church. 


Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
® heliocentric ©® authorized 
Eurocentric © proscribed 
© geocentric © legitimized 


. There is the debate of whether the (i) 


used in dental fillings poses a health risk; 
though it contains mercury and other metals, 
experts question the (ii) that the toxic 
mercury is dangerous, as its level of exposure 
is too low to pose a serious threat. 


Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
@® element © supposition 
metal © accusation 
© amalgam © allegation 
[NGOION'TO NEXT PAGE 
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5. Law students often have (i) 
become so consumed in (ii) 


point. 


Blank (i) 


@® an aptitude 


Blank (ii) 


® sophisticated 


the propensity 


© recondite 


© a desire 


©® erudite 


6. Teachers who are (i) 


increases one’s (iii) 


to study the letter of the law over the spirit of the law, so that they 
legal language and technicalities that they completely miss the 


typically perform better and last longer than those who are choleric. In 
junior high especially, classroom management can become quite (ii) 
to students and the profession. 


Blank (i) 


® equanimous 


Blank (ii) 


© truculent 


Blank (iii) 


© antipathy 


sanguine 


© elementary 


® opposition 


© melancholic 


© onerous 


© hostility 


7. Some say that that increasing oil production will be insufficient to meet (i) 


, which over time, only 


demand. Others 


(ii) that oil powers the economy and brings technological innovation which (iii) 


dependence on oil. 


Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 
® escalating © allude © extenuates 
nascent © imply @® mitigates 


© proliferating 


©® maintain 


© propagates 
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Directions: Each of the following passages is followed 
by questions pertaining to the passage. Read the 
passage and answer the questions based on informa- 
tion stated or implied in that passage. For each 
question, select one answer choice unless instructed 
otherwise. 


This passage is an excerpt from Psychology by Robin 
M. Kowalski, PhD, and Drew Westen (Wiley). 


Since its origins in the nineteenth century, one 
of the major issues in behavioral neuroscience has 
been localization of function. In 1836, a physician 
named Marc Dax presented a paper suggesting that 
lesions on the left side of the brain were associated 
with aphasia, or language disorders. The notion 
that language was localized to the left side of the 
brain (the left hemisphere) developed momentum 
with new discoveries linking specific language 
functions to specific regions of the left hemisphere. 
Paul Broca (1824-1880) discovered that brain- 
injured people with lesions in the front section of 
the left hemisphere were often unable to speak 
fluently but could comprehend language. Carl 
Wernicke (1848-1904) showed that damage to an 
area a few centimeters behind the section Broca 
had discovered could lead to another kind of 
aphasia: These individuals can speak fluently and 
follow rules of grammar, but they cannot under- 
stand language, and their words make little sense 
to others (e.g., “I saw the bats and cuticles as the 
dog lifted the hoof, the pauser”). 


For the following question, consider each of the 
choices separately and choose all that apply. 


8. Which of the following, if true, supports the 
notion of localization of function? 


A| A person suffering from a lesion in part 
of the frontal lobe of the left hemisphere 
of the brain can no longer recall certain 
words. 


B| The region of the brain known as the 
fusiform gyrus is more active than other 
regions of the brain when the subject is 
engaged in facial recognition. 


c| Unconsciousness occurs when almost the 
entire cortex has been compromised or 
invaded by convulsive activity. 


9. Which of the following statements, if true, 
would most effectively challenge the notion 
that complex thoughts or emotions happen 
exclusively in a single localized part of the 
brain? 


@® While nearly 95 percent of right-handed 
people are left-hemisphere dominated 
for language, only 18 percent of left- 
handed people are right-hemisphere 
dominated for language. 


While the back edge of the frontal lobes 
control voluntary motor movement, 
the occipital lobe controls one’s visual 
ability. 

© A woman with lesions in the top part of 
the temporal lobe suffers hearing loss, 
but her vision improves. 


@® Due to a lesion in one area of his brain, 
a man cannot consciously recognize his 
wife’s face, but his heart rate increases 
upon seeing her face. 


© Convulsions may be accompanied by a 
loss of consciousness. 


10. The discoveries of Broca and Wernicke con- 
tribute to Dax’s findings by showing that 


® language functions are not as localized 
as Dax had suspected. 


language comprehension is not localized 
to the left hemisphere of the brain. 


© language functions are even more local- 
ized than Dax had suspected. 


@ language acquisition and grammar are 
localized in different areas of the brain. 


©® aphasia encompasses more than simply 
language disorders. 


INIGOIONITO NEXT PAGE 
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This passage is taken from The Egyptians (Peoples of 
Africa) by Barbara Watterson (Wiley-Blackwell). 


The Egyptian section of the Nile — the 
1,250 kilometers from the First Cataract to the 
Mediterranean — was, in its formative stage, 
much wider than it is today, and bordered by 
marshland and swamps. Gradually, the river bed 
cut deeper and the Nile narrowed, flowing through 
terrain that was rocky and barren. The land sloped 
very gently to the north, and large quantities of the 
gravel, sand and silt carried by the river were 
deposited at its mouth to form the delta, later to 
become one of the most fertile areas of Egypt. In 
addition, large amounts of detritus sank to the 
bottom of the river so that, over the millennia, it 
aggraded: the different levels of the river are still 
visible, in the form of cliffs and terraces on the 
east and west sides of the Nile Valley. 


For the following question, consider each of the 
choices separately and choose all that apply. 


11. According to the passage, compared to earlier 
times, parts of the Nile River are now 


A| Wider 
B| Deeper 
c| More fertile 


12. Which of the following is the most accurate 
definition of the word terraces as used in the 
passage? 
® A strip of land having an abrupt descent 


A raised platform faced with masonry or 
turf 


© The platform top of a structure 
© A flat roof 


© An outdoor living area, such as a deck 
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This passage is taken from The Idea of Culture 
(Blackwell Manifestos) by Terry Eagleton 
(Wiley-Blackwell). 


‘Culture’ is said to be one of the two or three 
most complex words in the English language, and 
the term which is sometimes considered to be its 
opposite — nature — is commonly awarded the 
accolade of being the most complex of all. Yet 
though it is fashionable these days to see nature as 
a derivative of culture, culture, etymologically 
speaking, is a concept derived from nature. One of 
its original meanings is ‘husbandry’ or the tending 
of natural growth. The same is true of our words for 
law and justice, as well as of terms like ‘capital’, 
‘stock’, ‘pecuniary’ and ‘sterling’. The word 
‘coulter’, which is a cognate of ‘culture’, means 
the blade of a ploughshare. We derive our word for 
the finest of human activities from labour and 
agriculture, crops and cultivation. Francis Bacon 
writes of ‘the culture and manurance of mines’, in 
a suggestive hesitancy between dung and mental 
distinction. ‘Culture’ here means an activity, and 
it was a long time before the word came to denote 
an entity. Even then, it was probably not until 
Matthew Arnold that the word dropped such 
adjectives as ‘moral’ and ‘intellectual’ and came to 
be just ‘culture’, an abstraction of itself. 


13. Select the sentence in the passage that most 
accurately expresses the main idea of the 
passage. 


® First sentence: “‘Culture’ is said to 
be . . . the most complex of all.” 


Second sentence: “Yet though it is 
fashionable . . . a concept derived from 
nature.” 


© Third sentence: “One of its original 
meanings . . . of natural growth.” 


@® Fourth sentence: “The same is true 
of our words . . . ‘pecuniary’ and 
‘sterling’.” 

© Sixth sentence: “We derive our word 
for ... crops and cultivation.” 


14. Which of the following words does the author 
of the passage not cite as being a concept 
derived from nature? 


® Capital 
Culture 

© Stock 

@® Pecuniary 
© Manurance 


Directions: Each of the following sentences has a blank 
indicating that a word or phrase is omitted. Choose 
the two answer choices that best complete the 
sentence and result in two sentences most alike in 
meaning. 


15. To most Western listeners, traditional Japa- 
nese music may sound , aimless, and 
even monotonous, but this is only because 
Westerners lack the foundation for appreciat- 
ing it. 


A| dissonant 


B| symphonic 


C| disparate 


D| raucous 


E| cacophonous 


F| mellifluous 


16. Filmmakers tend to stereotype scientists and 
depict them as either humanitarian or 
passionately mad. 


LA] sentient 


B| stygian 
LC} impassive 
D 


zealous 


LE! profound 
F| stolid 


17. Diabetics are prone to simple yet 


wounds requiring long-term treatment. 


A| refractory 


B| recalcitrant 


acute 


Ç 
D| severe 


E| perspicacious 


F| excruciating 


18. Although communities must deal with this 


19. 


locally, is a global issue and not 
always the result of laziness. 


A| malnutrition 


B| illiteracy 


indigence 


c 

D| famine 
E| penury 
F| squalor 


By focusing almost exclusively on the 
contentious dialogue between the countries’ 
leaders, the media brings misconceptions 

that lead to irrational enmity between the 
people of the two countries; instead, the media 
should this potential antagonism. 


A| mitigate 


augment 


assuage 


incite 


m| [o] [o] [e 


repress 


LE subjugate 
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Directions: The following passage is followed by a 20. One could reasonably infer from this pas- 


question pertaining to that passage. Read the passage sage that the author believes which of the 
and answer the question based on information stated following? 

or implied in the passage. Select only one answer. ® Specialization enhances modern 

This passage is taken from Healing Gardens: Thera- medicine. 

peutic Benefits and Design Recommendations by Modern hospitals should be located in 
Clare Cooper Marcus and Marni Barnes (Wiley). natural settings. 


© Nature can improve the healing process. 
The idea of a healing garden is both ancient 


and modern. Long after humans had begun to erect 
dwellings, local healing places were nearly always 
found in nature — a healing spring, a sacred grove, © Every hospital should have a decorative 
a special rock or cave. The earliest hospitals in the courtyard. 

Western world were infirmaries in monastic 

communities where herbs and prayer were the 

focus of healing and a cloistered garden was an 

essential part of the environment. 


®© The earliest hospitals are superior to 
their modern counterparts. 


Over the centuries, the connection between 
healing and nature was gradually superseded by 
increasingly technical approaches — surgery, 
medicines, drugs, X-rays. A separation occurred 
between attention to body and spirit and increas- 
ingly, different parts of the body (eyes, heart, 
digestive tract, etc.) and different afflictions 
(cancer, arthritis, etc.) were treated by specialists. 
The idea that access to nature could assist in 
healing was all but lost. 


DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO DO NOT RETURN TO A PREVIOUS TEST 
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Section 2 
Quantitative Reasoning 


TIME: 35 minutes for 20 questions 
Notes: 
e All numbers used in this exam are real numbers. 


e All figures lie in a plane. 


e Angle measures are positive; points and angles are in the position shown. 


Directions: For Questions 1-8, choose from the 
following answer choices: 


® Quantity A is greater. 
Quantity B is greater. 
© The two quantities are equal. 


@® The relationship cannot be determined from the 


information given. 
1. 
Quantity A Quantity B 
25 xV4 3.5 
v10 
2. 
Quantity A Quantity B 
The sum of all The sum of all 
integers from 99 integers from 101 
to 198, inclusive to 199, inclusive 
3.9<x<10 
Quantity A Quantity B 
x? 99 


4. For all integers a and b, aAb = ab +2(a +b). 


Quantity A_ Quantity B_ 
as (Aly? 


5. The perimeter of a certain right triangle with 


the two other angles measuring 30° and 60° is 


JENI: 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The hypotenuse 2 
of the 


right triangle 


. From a group of ten students, three are 


attending a meeting. 


Quantity A Quantity B 


The number of 

different groups 720 
that could 
attend from 

the 10 students 


7. A standard six-sided die is thrown. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The probability 9 
that the die 5 
will show either 3 
an odd number 
ora2 
[NGOJONITO NEXT PAGE 
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8. 


10. 


11. 
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Tom invested part of $8,000 at 3 percent and 
the rest at 5 percent annual interest for a total 
return of $340. 


Quantity A Quantity B 


The amount 
invested 
at 5% 


The amount 
invested 
at 3% 


. If nis a positive even integer, which of the 


following represents the product of n and the 
consecutive even integer following n? 


® n°+2 
(n+2) 
© n° +2n 
® 2n’ 


© It cannot be represented. 


If a circular garden with a radius of three feet 
is surrounded by a circular sidewalk two feet 
wide, then the area of the sidewalk is 


® 4r 
97 
© 127 
®© 157 
© 16r 


Bobby has eight more toy cars than Jackie. If 
Bobby gives two of his cars to Jackie, Bobby 
will have twice the cars that Jackie has. How 
many toy cars does Bobby currently have? 


® 18 
® 16 
© 14 
©® 12 
® 10 


Use the following graphs to answer Questions 12-14. 


12. 


13. 


Percentage of Mothers in the Workforce in Country X 
by Age of Youngest Child (2012, 2015, and 2018) 


100% 


5 2012 
g, 80% T m2015 
f 60% E2018 
S 
a 40% 
a 

M J 5 
0% T 
1-5 6-11 12-17 
Age of Youngest Child, in Years 
Approximate Number of Mothers with 
Children under the Age of 18 in Country X 
@ 100 
z 
g 80 
8 
= 60 
i= 
& 40 
È 20 
£ 
5 
z 0 
2012 2015 2018 
Year 


Note: Graphs drawn to scale. 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


If the number of mothers with children under 
the age of 18 increased by 10 percent from 
2018 to 2019 and the percentage of mothers in 
the workforce stayed about the same during 
that time, what was the approximate number 
of mothers with youngest children ages 12 to 
17 in the workforce in 2019? 

@® 75,000 

80,000 

© 85,000 

@® 90,000 

© 95,000 


What is the approximate ratio of the percent- 
age of mothers in the workforce in 2012 with 
youngest children ages 1 to 5 to the percent- 

age of mothers in the workforce in 2015 with 
youngest children ages 12 to 17? 

® 2to7 

4to7 

© 1to3 

®© 5to9 

© 6toi 


For the following question, choose all that apply. For the following question, choose all that apply. 


14. Which of the following can be inferred from 19. If n is an integer and ae is an integer, which 
the data in the graphs? of the following could be the value of n? 
A! The population of Country X is steadily Al 11 
increasing. B] 12 
B| The percentage of single mothers is T] 18 
steadily increasing. 5 
LD] 2 
c| The demand for day care in Country X is z 4 
steadily increasing. 27 
LF] 66 


15. In the given sequence a,, ay, G3, A4, A5, -.. Any 


a, +2 ; 
where a, =38 and a,,,, = —";—, what is the For the following question, choose exactly two answer 
lowest value of n for which a, is not an choices. 
integer? 
20. If n is a positive integer, for which of the 
following would the units digit always be 
equal to the units digit of n? 
A| n? 
B n! 
16. (6)(7)(18)(21) = T] n” 
17. What is the smallest prime factor of 1,532,475? 
For the following question, choose all that apply. 
18. A certain manufacturer produces an engine 
lift with three pulleys and seven levers. If each 
box contains eight pulleys and the manufac- 
turer is starting with unopened boxes and 
does not want to have a partial box of pulleys 
remaining, which of the following could not 
be the number of levers used in the manufac- 
turing job? 
A 56 
B 84 
c| 112 
D| 168 
E| 196 
F| 224 
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Section 3 
Verbal Reasoning 


TIME: 30 minutes for 20 questions 


DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer to each question. Blacken the corresponding ovals and boxes on the 
answer sheet. 


Directions: For Questions 1-7, choose the one entry 4. In Ayn Rand’s For the New Intellectual, Galt 
best suited for each blank from its corresponding questions the overriding belief at the time 
column of choices. in the (i) of body and soul. Accord- 
ing to Galt, proponents of this belief have 
1. Many Shakespeare plays contain scenes and (ii) the individual into two elements, 
discussions seemingly ___ but central to both symbols of death: a corpse (a body with- 
the theme. out a soul) and a ghost (a soul without a body). 
® essential Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
incisive @® paradox © dissected 
© tangential irony © bifurcated 
© concurrent © dichotomy ©® bisected 
© predominant 


5. In diplomacy, if talks fail to move forward, 
one party may accuse the other of (i) ‘ 


2. The speaker supported his case in sucha which may (ii) conflict. 
way that he the need for further 
clarification. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
® precluded ®© tractability @® expedite 
anticipated indolence © precipitate 
© adjourned © intransigence © motivate 
® prohibited 
© obviated 

3. A(n) (i) existence typically leads 


to a loss of self-discipline followed by self- 
loathing, where a seemingly hedonistic para- 


dise becomes a (ii) asylum. 
Blank (i) Blank (ii) 
® ascetic © stygian 
libertine © quixotic 
© Spartan © utopian 
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6. Over the years, interrogators have discovered that overly aggressive interrogations often (i) bad 


information. Rather than engage or give in, suspects often (ii) 


to “give the interrogator what 


he or she wants.” This calls into question not only the ethics of overly aggressive tactics but also their 


(iii) : 


Blank (i) 


@® dissemble 


Blank (ii) 


© prevaricate 


Blank (iii) 


© efficiency 


elicit 


© prognosticate 


® alacrity 


© disseminate 


©® adjudicate 


© efficacy 


7. With no land masses to (i) 


them, high winds and large waves are (i) 
pools, where they attract additional wildlife. 


Ocean. Plankton gather in relatively (iii) 


to the Southern 


Blank (ìi) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 
@® debilitate @® endemic © quiescent 
impede © pandemic @ dormant 
© disperce ©® intrinsic © truculent 


Directions: Each of the following passages is followed 
by questions pertaining to the passage. Read the 
passage and answer the questions based on informa- 
tion stated or implied in that passage. For each 
question, select one answer choice unless instructed 


otherwise. 


This passage is taken from Better Living through 
Reality TV: Television and Post-Welfare Citizenship 
by Laurie Ouellette and James Hay (Wiley-Blackwell). 


To understand the political rationality of 
reality-based charity TV, a brief detour through the 
conceptual history of welfare will be helpful. We 
take our bearings partly from political theorist 
Nikolas Rose, who situates the changing “mentali- 
ties” of government leading up to welfare reform 
within the stages of liberalism. According to Rose’s 
account, the liberal state was called upon to 
become more directly involved in the care of 
citizens in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 


centuries, a period of time that happens to corre- 
spond with the development and progression of 
industrial capitalism. As relations among elites and 
workers became increasingly antagonistic, rulers 
were “urged to accept the obligation to tame and 
govern the undesirable consequences of industrial 
life, wage labor and urban existence in the name of 
society.” What Rose calls a “state of welfare” 
emerged to provide basic forms of social insurance, 
child welfare, health, mental hygiene, universal 
education, and similar services that both “civi- 
lized” the working class and joined citizens to the 
State and to each other through formalized 
“solidarities and dependencies.” Through this new 
“social contract” between the State and the 
population, Rose contends, the autonomous 
political subject of liberal rule was reconstituted as 
a “citizen with rights to social protection and 
social education in return for duties of social 
obligation and social responsibility.” 
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8. Select the sentence in the passage that 
explains the purpose of welfare, according to 
Nikolas Rose, in greatest detail. 


® First sentence: “To understand the 
political rationality . . . will be helpful.” 
Second sentence: “We take our bearings 
partly from . . . the stages of liberalism.” 
© Third sentence: “According to Rose’s 


account . . . progression of industrial 
capitalism.” 


@® Fourth sentence: “As relations among 
elites and workers . . . in the name of 


society.’” 
© Fifth sentence: “What Rose calls a “state 
of welfare” . . . through formalized ‘soli- 


darities and dependencies.’” 


This passage is taken from GMAT For Dummies, 
5th Edition, by Scott Hatch, JD, and Lisa Hatch, 
MA (Wiley). 


It is hard for us to imagine today how utterly 
different the world of night used to be from the 
daylight world. Of course, we can still re-create 
something of that lost mystique. When we sit 
around a campfire and tell ghost stories, our goose 
bumps (and our children’s) remind us of the 
terrors that night used to hold. But it is all too easy 
for us to pile in the car at the end of our camping 
trip and return to the comfort of our incandescent, 
fluorescent, floodlit modern world. Two thousand, 
or even two hundred, years ago there was no such 
escape from the darkness. It was a physical 
presence that gripped the world from sunset until 
the cock’s crow. 


“As different as night and day,” we say today. 
But in centuries past, night and day really were 
different. In a time when every scrap of light after 
sunset was desperately appreciated, when travelers 
would mark the road by piling up light stones or by 
stripping the bark off of trees to expose the lighter 
wood underneath, the Moon was the traveler’s 
greatest friend. It was known in folklore as “the 
parish lantern.” It was steady, portable, and — 
unlike a torch — entailed no risk of fire. It would 
never blow out, although it could, of course, hide 
behind a cloud. 
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Nowadays we don’t need the moon to divide 
the light from the darkness because electric lights 
do it for us. Many of us never even see a truly 
dark sky. According to a recent survey on light 
pollution, 97 percent of the U.S. population lives 
under a night sky at least as bright as it was 
on a half-moon night in ancient times. Many 
city-dwellers live their entire lives under the 
equivalent of a full moon. 


9. The primary purpose of this passage is to 


@ Compare and contrast nighttime in the 
modern world with the dark nights of 
centuries past. 

Explain why the invention of the elec- 
tric light was essential to increasing 
productivity. 

© Lament the loss of the dark nights and 
the danger and excitement that moon- 
less nights would bring. 

© Describe the limited brightness of the 
moon and the subsequent need for more 
electric lights. 


© Argue for regulation of light pollution. 


For the following question, consider each of the 
choices separately and choose all that apply. 


10. The passage mentions which of the following 
as possible ways for travelers to find the path 
at night? 


A! Piles of light-colored stones or bark- 
stripped trees 


B| The moon or a torch 


C| Railings made of light wood 


This passage is taken from Bad Medicine: Misconcep- 
tions and Misuses Revealed, from Distance Healing 
to Vitamin O by Christopher Wanjek (Wiley). 


This passage is taken from The Daily Show and 
Philosophy: Moments of Zen in the Art of Fake 
News by Jason Holt (Wiley-Blackwell). 


How can we be certain that we don’t use only 
10 percent of the brain? As Beyerstein succinctly 
says, “The armamentarium of modern neurosci- 
ence decisively repudiates this notion.” CAT, PET 
and MRI scans, along with a battery of other tests, 
show that there are no inactive regions of the 
brain, even during sleep. Neuroscientists regularly 
hook up patients to these devices and ask them to 
do math problems, listen to music, paint, or do 
whatever they please. Certain regions of the brain 
fire up with activity depending on what task is 
performed. The scans catch all this activity; the 
entire brain has been mapped this way. 


Further debunking of the myth is the fact that 
the brain, like any other body part, must be used to 
remain healthy. If your leg remains in a cast for a 
month, it wilts. A 90-percent brain inactivity rate 
would result in 90 percent of the brain rapidly 
deteriorating. Unused neurons (brain cells) would 
shrivel and die. Clearly, this doesn’t happen in 
healthy individuals. In Alzheimer’s disease, there 
is a diffuse 10 percent to 20 percent loss of neu- 
rons. This has a devastating effect on memory and 
consciousness. A person would be comatose if 90 
percent of the brain — any 90 percent — were 
inactive. 


For the following question, consider each of the 
choices separately and choose all that apply. 


11. Which of the following does the passage pro- 
vide as scientific evidence to disprove the 
myth that humans use only 10 percent of 
their brains? 


A! Brain scans show activity in all regions 
of the brain, even during sleep. 


B| Brain cells shrivel and die when not 
in use. 


C| A loss of 10 to 20 percent of the brain 
results in Alzheimer’s disease. 


The fact that television provides entertainment 
isn’t, in and of itself, a problem for Postman. He 
warns, however, that dire consequences can befall 
a culture in which the most important public 
discourse, conducted via television, becomes little 
more than irrational, irrelevant, and incoherent 
entertainment. Again, we shall see that this is a 
point often suggested by The Daily Show’s biting 
satire. In a healthy democracy, the open discussion 
of important issues must be serious, rational, and 
coherent. But such discussion is often time- 
consuming and unpleasant, and thus incompatible 
with television’s drive to entertain. So, it’s hardly 
surprising to see television serving up important 
news analyses in sound bites surrounded by 
irrelevant graphics and video footage, or substitut- 
ing half-minute ad spots for substantial political 
debates. On television, thoughtful conversations 
about serious issues are reserved for only the 
lowest-rated niche programs. Just as ventrilo- 
quism and mime don’t play well on radio, “think- 
ing does not play well on television.” Instead, 
television serves as the sort of “gut” -based 
discourse celebrated by Stephen Colbert. 


12. Which of the following most accurately 
expresses the main point of this passage? 


@® Television can entertain, but it cannot 
inform. 


Television inherently is a poor medium 
for discussion of important issues. 


© Conversations about serious issues play 
better on radio than on TV. 


© Television’s drive to entertain is incom- 
patible with serious discussion of com- 
plex issues. 


© Public discourse presented on TV 
is irrational, irrelevant, incoherent 
entertainment. 
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This passage is taken from GMAT For Dummies, 
5th Edition, by Scott Hatch, JD, and Lisa Hatch, 
MA (Wiley). 


Snakes exist on every continent except for 
Antarctica, which is inhospitable to all cold- 
blooded animals. The continent of Australia is 
home to many of the deadliest snakes in the world. 
However, the nearby island nation of New Zealand 
has no snakes at all. Scientists estimate that 
snakes originated about 100 million years ago 
when the continents were joined and the snakes 
stayed on the main land masses of the continents 
when they split apart. Snakes are absent from New 
Zealand because they are unable to swim and 
therefore could not make the journey. 


13. Which of the following, if true, would most 
weaken the premise that certain species of 
snake are absent from New Zealand because 
they are unable to swim? 


@® Snakes are found in South America at 
latitudes farther south than New Zealand. 


Islands like Hawaii and New Zealand 
are very aggressive about preventing an 
accidental introduction of snakes. 


© The monitor lizard swims but lives only 
in Australia. 


@ The Tasman Sea, separating Australia 
from New Zealand, is home to sharks 
that prey on snakes. 


© Snakes are found on many other islands 
of the Pacific Ocean. 


Although many people in the United States 
complain about the tax burden, some of the countries 
with the highest taxes are ranked happiest in the 
world. One notable example is Denmark, where these 
happy people pay some of the highest taxes — 
between 50 and 70 percent of their total income. 


How can that be? The reason is Denmark’s 
healthcare and education services. In exchange for 
handing over sizeable portions of their income, 
Danes receive good universal healthcare coverage 
and free, quality education. While in school, 
students receive a stipend to cover living expenses 
and free daycare if they have children. The govern- 
ment also spends more per capita on caring for 
children and the elderly than any country in the 
world. Without having to worry so much about 
paying doctor bills and sending their kids to 
college, no wonder the Danes are so happy. 
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14. Which of the following, if true, most effec- 
tively challenges the connection between 
social services and happiness? 


@® The United States pays more per capita 
on healthcare. 


Denmark is a relatively small country 
with a population of approximately 
5.5 million people. 

© Between 2004 and 2008, Denmark’s per 
capita GDP grew at an average annual 
rate of 1.5 percent — one of the lowest in 
the world. 


®© Several countries that provide universal 
healthcare and free education rank much 
lower in happiness than Denmark. 


© Denmark is ranked first in entrepreneur- 
ship and opportunity. 


15. Which of the following is the main idea of this 
passage? 
® Stipends and daycare help students meet 
their needs. 
Social programs are a key to happiness. 
© High taxes are a means to an end. 


© Citizens need only good healthcare and 
education. 


© Denmark is a great place to live. 


Directions: Each of the following sentences has a blank 
indicating that a word or phrase is omitted. Choose 
the two answer choices that best complete the 
sentence and result in two sentences most alike in 
meaning. 


16. Communications experts recommend taking 
a time-out from a heated debate for a more 
attitude. 


A] complaisant 


LB] incendiary 


C| apprehensive 


LO! conciliatory 


m 


beguiling 


m 


LE! complacent 


17. To foster bipartisanship and encourage coop- 19. Though delivered from a genuine desire to 
eration, the speaker delivered a speech crafted help, the presentation seemed exaggerated and 
to avoid allowing extemporaneous discourse to came across as 
lapse into an impassioned 


A| erroneous 
A! supplication B| duplicitous 
B| vernacular c| mendacious 
c| malapropism D| disingenuous 
D| invective E| sagacious 
E| hyperbole F| equanimous 
F| diatribe 
20. Two hours playing sports is definitely more 
18. Although most employers want team players, —_ = than two hours on the couch. 
individuals are more prone to cheer A| salacious 
from the sidelines than get into the game. ; 
B| specious 


A| fawning 


B| assertive 


c| salubrious 
D 


pernicious 


c| timorous 


E! wholesome 


D| obsequious 


F| propitious 


E| indignant 


F| aggressive 
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Section 4 
Quantitative Reasoning 


TIME: 35 minutes for 20 questions 

Notes: 

© All numbers used in this exam are real numbers. 
e All figures lie in a plane. 


e Angle measures are positive; points and angles are in the position shown. 


Directions: For Questions 1-8, choose from the 2. 
following answer choices: 

® Quantity A is greater. 

Quantity B is greater. 

© The two quantities are equal. 


® The relationship cannot be determined from the 
information given. 


£ © John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


P 2,1) The equilateral triangle, shown above, is 
' inscribed within the circle of radius 2. 


Quantity A Quantity B 
The length of 1 


minor arc AC 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


3. 

In the xy-coordinate plane shown above, line / 

passes through the origin, point P lies on line /, 

and the (x, y) coordinates of point P are (2, 1). 

Quantity A Quantity B K y 
© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

The slope of The slope of any 

line Z line perpendicular P . 
Quantity A Quantity B 
to line £ 


x y-90 
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4. 
Quantity A Quantity B 
2 20 16° 
35 277 


5. A car dealer purchased a used car, marked it 
up to make a 20 percent profit, and then sold 
it at a 20 percent discount from the sticker 
price. 


Quantity À Quantity B 


The amount for 
which the dealer 
sold the car, before 
taxes and fees 


The amount that 
the dealer paid 
for the car, before 
taxes and fees 


6. 
Quantity A Quantity B 
100! 99° 
98! 
7. 
Quantity A Quantity B 
The sum of all 210 
the integers 
from 1 to 20 
8. 
Quantity A Quantity B 
v4x9x25x49x121 V 2,310 x 2,310 


9. 


10. 


11. 


If a jogger runs 10 kilometers per hour, 
how many meters does she run in 30 seconds? 
(1 kilometer = 1,000 meters) 


5 
® z7 


25 
® is 


250 
s 


250 
DF 


125 
© i8 


If a chalkboard eraser measuring 1 inch by 

2 inches by 6 inches is placed inside a ten- 
nis ball can with a radius of 1.5 inches and a 
height of 10 inches, what is the volume of the 
unoccupied space in the tennis ball can? 


©® 37-12 
22.572 -12 
© 307 -12 
® 225r -12 
® 3007 -12 


Given the equation |x? = 2| > 1, which of the 
following could not be a value of x? 


=l 
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Questions 12-14 refer to the following graphs. 


Monthly Transportation Expenses by Household 
Income for Town X in 2020 


_ 
© 


A o œ 


Gn Hundreds of Dollars ) 


Expenditures on Transportation 


<5 5-10 10-15 
Household Incomes 


15-20 20-30 30-40 40-50 >50 
in 2020 (in Thousands of Dollars) 


Number of Homes in Town X by Household 
Income in 2020 


(in Thousands) 


© 


Number of Homes 


-HH 


<5 5-10 10-15 
Household Incomes 


15-20 20-30 30-40 40-50 


>50 
in 2020 (in Thousands of Dollars) 


Note: Graphs drawn to scale. 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 


12. For the homes with household incomes of 
$20,000 to $30,000, what was the approxi- 
mate total expenditure for Town X on trans- 
portation in 2020? 


@ $1,500,000 

$15,000,000 
© $18,000,000 
® $150,000,000 
© $180,000,000 
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13. What is the approximate ratio of homes with 
household incomes between $5,000 and 
$10,000 to homes with household incomes 
between $30,000 and $40,000? 


® 2t07 
4to7 
© 1to3 
®© 5to9 
© 6to1 


For the following question, choose all that apply. 17. If the average of x, y, and z is 1, what is the 
average of 8x+2z, z—2x+3y, y-X +Z, 
14. Which of the following cannot be inferred from and 4—x? 

the data in the graphs? 


A| There are more homes with household 
incomes between $50,000 and $60,000 
than homes with household incomes 
between $30,000 and $40,000. 


B| There are more homes being built for the For the following question, choose all that apply. 
$30,000 to $40,000 income demographic 
than for any other demographic. 18. For which of the following values of n would 
: : A the units digit of n be equal to the units digit 
C| The median household income in Town X of n?? 8 q 8 
is between $30,000 and $40,000. i 
Aj 3 
15. B 4 
c| 5 
D| 6 
E7 
FI 8 


For the following question, choose exactly two 


© John Wiley & Sons, Inc. answers. 
The drawing above shows a heptagon, which is 19. If y is an integer and J60y is an integer, which 
a seven-sided polygon. What is the sum of its of the following could be the value of y? 
angles? Al 15 

B] 30 

c| 60 


For the following question, choose one or two answers. 
16. At a certain dinner party, there are three 


drinking glasses for every four utensils and 20. If x? —4x =0, which could be the value of x? 
six utensils for every seven plates. If there 

are 27 drinking glasses total, how many plates 
are there? 


A 


B 


C 
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Chapter 22 


Practice Exam 3: Answers 
and Explanations 


fter taking Practice Exam 3 in Chapter 21, use this chapter to check your answers and see 

how you did. Carefully review the explanations, because doing so can help you understand 

why you missed the questions you did and also give you a better understanding of the 
thought processes that helped you select the correct answers. If you’re in a hurry, flip to the end 
of the chapter for an abbreviated answer key. 


Analytical Writing Sections 


Give your essays to someone to read and evaluate for you. Refer that helpful person to Chapters 15 
and 16 for scoring guidelines. 


Section 1: Verbal Reasoning 


1. B. Anachronistic is a reference to something that couldn’t have existed in the time it’s 
referenced, like Brutus and Cassius’s discussion of a mechanical clock. Archaic (outdated) 
also refers to time, but it doesn’t work as well as anachronism in this context. Ancient refers 
to something really old, which the reference itself may be, but otherwise doesn’t fit. 
Ambiguous refers to something that isn’t clear, but the reference is perfectly clear. And 
euphemistic refers to a mild form of an expression that may be offensive or not politi- 
cally correct. 


N 


. A. Veracity means truth, or accuracy, which is an essential quality of any story a journalist 
may report. Plausibility doesn’t mean the story is true, only that it’s believable. None of the 
remaining choices (tenacity, meaning persistence, originality, and righteousness) work here. 
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3. C, E. Geocentric means, as the phrase after it explains, that the Earth is at the center of the 
universe. If Galileo was labeled as a heretic for questioning a belief, his ideas would be 
proscribed (prohibited). 


4. C, D. Amalgam is a metal alloy (mixture) commonly used in dental fillings. Although 
amalgam is metal, it contains several metals including mercury, so amalgam is the better 
choice. Experts would question the supposition (speculation), because people who believe 
amalgam fillings pose a health risk are not only making the accusation or allegation but 
also basing their hypothesis on the reasoning that because the fillings contain mercury, 
the mercury must leach out in levels high enough to pose a threat. 


5. B, E. Propensity means the inclination. Law students may also have an aptitude (skill) and 
desire, but propensity conveys a sense that they’re more likely than not to do something. 
As a result, law students would become consumed in recondite (obscure) language, not 
sophisticated (refined) or erudite (learned) language. 


6. A, F, G. Equanimous (even-tempered) teachers would be the opposite of choleric (irritable) 
and would perform better and last longer in junior high school, where classroom manage- 
ment can become onerous (burdensome), certainly not elementary and not necessarily 
truculent (aggressive, hostile), although the students may be. Sanguine (confident, optimis- 
tic) could work for the first blank, but because the rest of the passage talks about opposi- 
tional students, equanimous is a better choice. Melancholic (sad) teachers would certainly 
not perform as well under such conditions. Over time, a choleric temperament would 
increase antipathy (aversion or dislike), not opposition (resistance) and usually not hostility 
(aggression), which is too strong of a word. 


7. A,F,H. For the first blank, escalating fits as it means increasing, while nascent means 
emerging, as in being born, which doesn’t work because the demand already exists, and 
proliferating refers to growing in number. The second blank, maintain (contend), describes 
that these contenders are holding their ground, whereas allude and imply are more gentle 
than arguing. The third blank, mitigates (reduces the effect) is what technological innova- 
tion does to dependence on oil, while extenuates (provides a reasonable context) doesn’t fit, 
nor does propagates (spread and promote). 


8. A, B. Choices (A) and (B) are correct because they demonstrate specific regions of the brain 
that control specific functions, that is, localization. The third choice is wrong, because it 
describes a case in which a large portion of the brain must be affected for something to occur. 


9. D. Choice (D) is correct because it shows that facial recognition is not linked solely to the 
damaged area of the man’s brain. The conscious recognition occurs in one region, while the 
involuntary heartbeat response occurs in another. 


10. C. The big clue here is the sentence that transitions from Dax’s to Broca’s research: “The 
notion that language was localized to the left side of the brain (the left hemisphere) 
developed momentum with new discoveries linking specific language functions to specific 
regions of the left hemisphere.” 


11. B, C. The passage states that the river bed cut deeper and the Nile narrowed (the opposite of 
becoming wider). Also, it states that the delta, which is part of the river, became more 


fertile over time. 


12. A. The terraces in this passage are features carved by the Nile River. The four other answer 
choices refer to features of man-made structures. 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


B. The second sentence explains that the word culture is derived from nature. The rest of the 
passage supports and expands on that statement. 


E. Manurance (cultivation) appears in the passage but only as part of one of the examples 
showing that the word culture was first used to describe an activity. All the other words in 
the answer choices are specifically cited as being derived from nature. 


A, E. Dissonant (harsh sounding) and cacophonous (grating) are the two correct answers. 
Symphonic and mellifluous both mean harmonious, which is the opposite of what’s needed 
here. Disparate means dissimilar, and raucous means something more like loud and unruly, 
which could work but doesn’t have a matching word in the answer choices. 


C, F. Impassive and stolid both mean unemotional, which would be the opposite of passion- 
ately mad. Sentient means conscious of or aware, which doesn’t fit the meaning of the 
sentence or have a suitable match among the answer choices. Stygian means hellish, which 
doesn’t generally apply to scientists. Zealous (passionate, enthusiastic) doesn’t work, 
because it doesn’t contrast with the idea of a passionately mad scientist. Finally, although 
most scientists have profound thoughts, you wouldn’t describe someone as profound. 


A, B. Refractory and recalcitrant mean resistant to treatment in this context. An acute wound 
would probably not require long-term treatment, and although the wounds may be severe 
or excruciating, neither of those qualities would necessarily make the wounds resistant to 
treatment. Perspicacious means wise, which definitely doesn’t work here. 


C, E. Indigence and penury both mean poverty. They’re the only two words in the list that 
match. Malnutrition and famine are related but not very close in meaning, and neither is 
commonly attributed to laziness. Illiteracy has no match, and squalor means something 
more like filth or uncleanliness, which may accompany poverty but isn’t necessarily a 
global issue. 


A, C. Mitigate and assuage both mean to lessen or alleviate. Augment (amplify) and incite 
(provoke) obviously don’t work, and repress and subjugate, both of which mean to put down 
by force, are too strong. 


c. “Nature can improve the healing process” is the best answer, supported by the second 
paragraph: “The idea that access to nature could assist in healing was all but lost.” All the 
other choices go too far and lack support in the passage. Choices (A) and (D) are wrong 
because the passage only reads that changes and specialization have occurred, not that they 
are better or worse. Choice (B) is out because the passage discusses the function, not the 
location, of modern hospitals, and Choice (E) doesn’t work because a decorative courtyard 
doesn’t assist with healing. 


Section 2: Quantitative Reasoning 


1. 


2. 


B. Combine the /25 x v4 to equal J100, and reduce T to J10. Because /10 is closer to /9 
than to 16, its value is closer to 3 than to 4. 10 


C. For each quantity, count only the numbers that aren’t in the other quantity. Both 


quantities have the numbers 101 to 198, so those numbers won’t affect which is greater. 
Only Quantity A has 99 and 100 (which total 199), and only Quantity B has 199. 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


. D. Because x is between 9 and 10, it could be equal to 9.001 or 9.999. Don’t square those — 
square the 9 and the 10 instead for 81 and 100. 


. C. To use the equation aAb = ab + 2(a + b), substitute the numbers before and after the triangle 


f db tively, in th tion. F tity A, | b 1 L, 
or a and b, respectively, in the equation. For Quantity TAJ ScOMES eair) 3 


For Quantity B, 0Al becomes (0x1) +2(0+1)=2. To the power of —3, the answer becomes x 
the same as Quantity A. 


. C. The side ratio of the 30-60-90 triangle is x : x /3 : 2x, with 2x being the hypotenuse. The 
only way that the perimeter could be 3 +3 is if x were 1, making the hypotenuse 2. 


n! 
ri(n-r)P 
n being the group of students, and r being the students attending the meeting. An 
10! _ 10x 29x 8x _ 199, 

317! SI x H 
Number of possible desired outcomes 
Number of total possible outcomes 
desired possible outcomes is four (1, 2, 3, and 5), and the number of total possible outcomes 
2 


er 4 
is six. So 6 reduces to 3° 


. B. The formula for combinations is C’? = with C being the number of possibilities, 


10! 
dari 
reduces to 120 as follows: 


. The number of 


. C. The formula for probability is P = 


. B. Let x represent the amount invested at 3 percent and set the equation up like this: 
(x )(0.03 ) + (8,000 - x )( 0.05) = 340 
Solve for x, and Tom invested $3,000 at 3 percent and $5,000 at 5 percent. 


. C. Pick two consecutive even integers, such as 8 and 10, giving you a product of 80. Only 
one formula returns 80 if you plug in 8 for n. 


E. This is basically a large circle around a small circle, and your task is to find the difference 
between the two. The large circle has a radius of 5 (the 3-foot-radius garden plus the 
2-foot-wide sidewalk), giving it an area of 257. Subtract from that the area of the small 
circle (the garden), 97, for a difference of 167. 


E. Set this up as two different equations: b -8 = j and b—2=2(j +2). Solve for b by substi- 
tuting (b -8) for j in the second equation: b -2 = 2(b -8 +2). Solve for b, which equals 10. 


B. The number of mothers with children under the age of 18 in 2018 was about 90,000. 
A 10 percent increase in 2019 brings the number to about 100,000. The percentage of 
mothers in the workforce with youngest children ages 12 to 17 in 2018 was 80 percent. 
The percentage stays about the same in 2019, and 80 percent of 100,000 is 80,000. 


A. The first number is 20 percent, and the second number is 70 percent. This produces a 
ratio of 2 to 7. 


A, C. Choice (A) is correct because more mothers are having children, so the population is 
increasing. Choice (B) is wrong because mothers in the workforce aren’t necessarily single. 
Choice (C) is correct because with more mothers working and more babies, though some 
fathers will stay at home, others won’t, and the demand for day care increases. 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


© 


TIP 


4. To solve for a,, substitute a, for a, and a, for a„, in the equation provided. Because a, 
equals 38, a, equals 20. Now use the equation to solve for a; by substituting 20 for a, and a; 
for a,,;. Thus, a; equals 11. Do this again for a,, which equals 6.5 and is the first non-integer 
value of a,,, so 4 is the lowest value for n. 


126. Factor the numbers under the radical: (6)(7)(18)(21) becomes \(2%3)(7)(2x3x3) 


(7 x 3). Find number pairs to remove from the radical: Two 7’s means a 7 comes out; two 
2’s means a 2 comes out; four 3’s means two 3’s come out, and nothing is left under the 
radical. Multiply all the numbers that came out: 7x3x3x2=126. 


3. Add up the digits of 1,532,475: 14+5+3+2+4+7+5=27. Because 27 is divisible by 3, the 
number 1,532,475 is also divisible by 3. If you chose 5, because the number ends with 5, that 
was a good try. 


B, E. Each engine lift uses three pulleys, and each box contains eight pulleys. To avoid 
having any pulleys left over, the number of pulleys used has to be a multiple of 24. The 
ratio of pulleys to levers is 3:7, so the ratio used in the manufacturing job has to be a 
multiple of 24:56. Any number of levers that isn’t a multiple of 56 can’t be the number 
used in the manufacturing job. 


A, B, C, F. Because 396 = 2x2x3x3x11, any answer choice that cancels completely with 
those primes produces an integer. The remaining answer choices don’t work because 24 
has too many 2’s and 27 has too many 3’s. 


A, C. The units digit of any product depends on the units digit of the numbers multiplied. 
For example, any number with a units digit of 7 times any number with a units digit of 3 
produces a number ending with a units digit of 1, because 7x3 = 21. The units digit of any 
number to the fifth power is the same as the units digit of the original number. For exam- 
ple, 2° = 32, 3° = 243, and 4° = 1,024, making n’ one of the answers. And n” = (n? - soif n 
is 2, n° =32, but 32 squared has a units digit of 4. However, n” = (n°) , preserving the n° 
rule and making n” the other answer. 


The GRE doesn’t expect you to just know all these things. The point isn’t the mathematical 
principles. It’s that you’re resourceful and can solve problems on the fly. By trying out 
simple numbers (such as 2° and 3°) to see how the math works, you use your creativity to 
solve the problem. 


Section 3: Verbal Reasoning 


1. 


C. The transition word “but” tells you that the scenes and discussions don’t appear central 
to the theme. Tangential conveys this, while essential (necessary) and predominant (main, 
principal) convey the opposite. Incisive (perceptive) may be true but doesn’t fit the context. 
Scenes could be concurrent (happening at the same time), but this doesn’t convey the sense 
that the scenes are of less importance. 


. E. You know that the speaker made the need for further clarification either necessary or 


unnecessary; the note that he “supported” the case tells you that his speech was sound and 
that clarification was unnecessary. Obviated means something along the lines of “made 
unnecessary.” Precluded (prevented) and prohibited (banned) are too strong, and although 
the speaker anticipated questions by addressing them, that would not anticipate the need 
for clarification. Adjourned doesn’t work, because you adjourn a meeting, not a need. 
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3. B, D. A libertine (morally unrestrained) existence could conceivably lead to a loss of 
self-discipline, but a Spartan (simple) or ascetic (puritan) lifestyle would tend to make 
someone more disciplined. Following this logic, for the second blank, a hedonistic (pleasur- 
able) paradise wouldn’t be so divine, so the opposite makes stygian (hellish) the only 
choice. Quixotic means idealistic, and utopian means perfect (in a good way). 


4. C, F. This passage is all about twos — the body and soul — so filling the first blank is 
relatively easy: Dichotomy is a separation into two. A paradox is an apparent contradiction 
that may be true, and irony is the use of words to express the opposite of what the words 
mean. Finding the right match for the second blank is more challenging because all the 
words have two or separation in their meaning. Bisected (divided in two) is the best choice. 
Bifurcated is divided but more like a fork in a road, and dissected is more along the lines of 
dividing into several parts. 


5. C, E. Intransigence is inflexibility, and precipitate means to bring about. Tractability (compli- 
ance) is the opposite of what’s needed for the first blank, and indolence means laziness. For 
the second blank, expedite (hasten) would make a decent second choice, but precipitate is 
more fitting. Motivate (provide with a motive) doesn’t work, because you may motivate 
individuals but not actions such as conflict. 


6. B, D, I. An interrogator wants to elicit (extract) information, not dissemble (mislead) or 
disseminate (spread) it. To stop interrogations without giving in, suspects may prevaricate 
(mislead, lie), not prognosticate (predict) or adjudicate (mediate). The prevaricating would 
call into question the efficacy (effectiveness) of such methods, not their efficiency (ability to 
accomplish something with minimal effort) or alacrity (speed). 


7. B, D, G. High winds and large waves would occur if nothing was in their way to impede 
(slow) them, not debilitate (incapacitate) them. Disperse (scatter) would make a good second 
choice. These high winds and large waves would be endemic (characteristic of) rather than 
pandemic (epidemic) or intrinsic (fundamental). Plankton would gather in pools, which tend 
to be more quiescent (calm) than a wavy ocean, not dormant (sleeping) and definitely not 
truculent (hostile). 


8. E. Fifth sentence, with the details “social insurance, child welfare, health, mental hygiene, 
universal education, and similar services.” Several other sentences explain the origin and 
purpose of welfare, but only this sentence gives specific detail. 


9. A. Compare and contrast, explain, and describe reflect the author’s purpose, but lament and 
argue imply more emotion on the part of the author than is displayed in the passage, so 
eliminate Choices (C) and (E). Productivity has nothing to do with showing how our 
ancestors perceived night differently, so you can eliminate Choice (B). Choice (D) is simply 
wrong; the author doesn’t suggest that the need for lighting is from the limited moonlight; 
just that it’s outshone by electric lights. 


10. A, B. The second paragraph mentions Choice (A), light-colored stones or trees with bark 
stripped off, and Choice (B), the moon or a torch. Railings aren’t mentioned anywhere in 
the passage. 


11. A. Choice (A) is correct because the passage describes brain scans, which is scientific 
evidence. Choice (B) is wrong because although the passage implies that brain cells shrivel 
and die when not in use, it provides no scientific evidence to support this claim. Choice (C) 
is wrong because cause and effect are flipped; although a 10 to 20 percent loss of neurons 
may occur in Alzheimer’s, the passage doesn’t state that a 10 to 20 percent loss of neurons 
causes Alzheimer’s. 
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12 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


. D. “Television’s drive to entertain is incompatible with serious discussion of complex 
issues.” The other choices go too far, saying that TV cannot instead of that it does not. 
The passage doesn’t criticize television itself but how it’s used. 


D. Choice (D) suggests that maybe the snakes can swim, but they get eaten by sharks before 
reaching New Zealand. Choices (A) and (E) are out of scope: Snakes could have reached 
South America or the Pacific Islands any number of ways. Choice (B) has to do with island 
governance, not the snakes themselves. Finally, Choice (C) is out because the passage is 
about snakes, not monitor lizards. 


D. “Several countries that provide universal healthcare and free education rank much 

lower in happiness than Denmark.” If other countries provide the same social services as 
Denmark but rank lower in happiness, then something other than social services is boosting 
Denmark to the number one position. 


B. “Social programs are a key to happiness.” The passage focuses on how Denmark uses 
tax-funded social programs to provide for the needs of its citizens. Choice (A) may be true, 
but it’s not the main idea. Choices (C) and (E) are reasonable candidates, but the phrase 
means to an end and great place to live extend beyond the scope of the passage. Choice (D) is 
wrong, as citizens may need more than healthcare and education. 


A, D. Taking a break from a heated debate means the parties return more willing to please. 
Complaisant and conciliatory mean this, while incendiary (provocative) means the opposite, 
and beguiling means deceiving with trickery. Apprehensive means anxious, and complacent, 
included to trip you up with its similarity to complaisant, means satisfied, content. 


D, F. Invective and diatribe refer to bitter, abusive language, something you’d want to avoid 
to foster bipartisanship and cooperation. None of the other choices match: supplication 
(plea), vernacular (dialect), malapropism (confusion of words with similar sounds), and 
hyperbole (exaggeration). 


A, D. Fawning and obsequious refer to agreeably showing favor, which would incline people 
to act as cheerleaders instead of players. Assertive and aggressive players would probably get 
into the game. Timorous means shy, which would make a good second choice, but it has no 
match. Indignant is more along the lines of being annoyed. 


B, D. Duplicitous and disingenuous mean deceitful. Erroneous means false. Mendacious is 
more along the lines of outright lying. Sagacious means wise, and equanimous means 
even-tempered. 


C, E. Salubrious and wholesome are both good for you. Salacious (scandalous), specious 
(unsupported), and pernicious (malicious) aren’t. Propitious (favorable) could be good for 
you but doesn’t express the meaning of being healthy, which is what’s needed here. 


Section 4: Quantitative Reasoning 


1 


rise _ (y2 =y. 1) 
run (xə — x1) 
But you actually don’t need to. Going left to right, line / goes up, giving it a positive slope, 
and its perpendicular goes down, giving it a negative slope. 


. A. You could calculate the slope of line ¢ with the good ol’ formula: Slope = 
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2. A. Minor arc AC originates from the angle of the equilateral triangle and is 60 degrees 


and one-third of the circle. Because the circle has a radius of 2, its circumference is 47. 


One-third of that is Z, which is greater than z. 


3 d 


3. C. The angle supplementary to y, inside the triangle, can be represented as (180-y)°. 
Because the triangle’s angles total 180 degrees, add up the angles and set them equal 
to 180: 


x +90+180-y =180 


Solve for x, which equals y —90. 


4. C. The two numerators are equal: 2” = (2* i = 16°. The two denominators are also equal: 
3h = (3°) = 27°. Therefore, the two quantities are equal. 


5. A. Because no price is given, pick $100 as the starting point for the value of the car, which 
is Quantity A. So $100 marked up 20 percent is $120, and the 20 percent discount from $120 
brings the price to $96, Quantity B. 


6. A. From Quantity A, 100: becomes 100x99x98, which reduces to 100x99 and is greater 


than 99°, which is 99x99. 


+1 
7. C. You can find the sum of all integers from 1 to 20 using the formula as ) where n 


2 
represents the 20: 
20(21 
a =210 


8. C. Don’t fall for the trap of multiplying all these numbers and looking for the square roots. 
Instead, solve for Quantity A by finding and multiplying the square roots of each of the 


numbers under the radical: 4 x 9x 25x 49x121 =2x3x5x7x11=2,310. To compare this to 
Quantity B, consider that 2,310 = /2,310x 2,310. 


9. C. Set up the conversion steps as a series of fractions with “unit” as the 30-second interval, 
which thus happens twice per minute. 


10 km \/ 1,000 meters 1 hour 1 min 
1 hour 1 km 60 mins J| 2 units 
First cancel the labels: 


(22) 1,000 meters ( 1 ) 1 
1 1 60 /\ 2 units 


Next, cancel the numbers: 


HEE 1 )- 250 meters/unit 


1 1 3 /\ lunit 3 


The unit represents the 30-second interval that the question asks for. Avoid putting 30 secs 
as the unit, which will lead to a math mistake. 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


B. To find the volume of the remaining space, subtract the volume of the eraser, which is 
1x2x6=12, from the volume of the tennis ball can, which is zr*h = n(1.5) (10) = 22.57. 


A. Place each answer choice for x and see what works. The only number that doesn’t work 
is -1: (ay -2| > 1 becomes |1—2|>1 and then 1>1, which isn’t true. 


E. Check both graphs at the 20-30 points. The first graph shows $600 per month. The 
second graph shows 25,000 homes. Multiply these together for a monthly expenditure of 
$15,000,000, which is the trap answer, Choice (B). However, multiply this by 12 for an 
annual expenditure of $180,000,000. 


A. The graph shows approximately 10,000 homes with household incomes between $5,000 
and $10,000 and approximately 35,000 homes with household incomes between $30,000 
and $40,000. The ratio of 10,000 to 35,000 reduces to 2 to 7. 


A, B. This question asks you to choose the answer choices that cannot be inferred. For 
Choice (A), you only know how many homes have incomes over $50,000, not the number 
between $50,000 and $60,000. For Choice (B), you don’t know how many homes are being 
built and for what demographic. Finally, for Choice (C), 75,000 homes have incomes lower 
than $30,000 to $40,000, and 70,000 homes have higher incomes. Because 35,000 homes 
are within the $30,000 to $40,000 bracket, the median income is also in that bracket. 


900. The formula for calculating the sum of angles of any polygon is (n—2)180, where n 
represents the number of angles. Therefore, (7 —2)180, or 5x180, is 900. 


42. Combine the ratios so that 3:4 glasses to utensils combined with 6:7 utensils to plates 
produces a combined ratio of glasses to utensils to plates of 9:12:14. To get 27 drinking 
glasses total, multiply the entire ratio by 3, for a proportion of 27: 36: 42. 


4. Because the average of x, y, and z is 1, write out the equation as an averages formula: 
X+yY+Z 
3 
Z-2x+3y, y—x+3, and 4- x by adding them together, giving you 4x + 4y +4z + 4. Divide 


this sum by 4 for an average of x + y + z +1. Because x + y+ z =3, the answer is 4. 


=1, which tells you that x + y+ z = 3. From the question, simplify 8x + 2z, 


B, C, D. The units digit is the farthest-right digit. Try each answer choice to see whether its 
unit digit matches the starting number: 3° = 27 doesn’t work; 4° = 64 works; 5° = 125 works; 
6° =216 works; 7* = 343 doesn’t work; and 8° =512 also doesn’t work. 


A, C. For any square root to be an integer, each factor under the radical has to be in a pair. 
For example, V4 is an integer because it equals /2x2 and the 2s are in a pair. For „60y to 
be an integer, all the factors of 60 have to be in pairs: /60y = /2x2x3x5xy. The 2s are ina 
pair, but the y has to complete both the 3 pair and the 5 pair to make an integer. So y has to 
contain both 3 and 5, making 15 one possible value. However, y could also be 15 times any 
other perfect square, such as 4; 15x 4 =60, which is the other possible value of y in this list. 


A, C. Factor x? —4x =0 into x(x —4) = (0, making both o and 4 possible answers for x. 
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Answer Key for Practice Exam 3 


Section 1: Verbal Reasoning 


Section 2: Quantitative Reasoning 


B 
A 
CE 
c,D 


B,E 


B 


C 
D 
Cc 
C 


6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


10. 


6. 
7. 


10. 


A,F,G 
A,F, H 
A, B 
D 

C 


B 
C 
B 
C 


Section 3: Verbal Reasoning 


Section 4: Quantitative Reasoning 
1. 
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The.Part of Tens 


IN THIS PART... 


Review ten important points about the GRE that can 
make a difference to your score. 


Discover ten mistakes to avoid while taking the exam. 


Refresh ten ways to make the most of the online 
practice exams. 


IN THIS CHAPTER 


» Highlighting important points 
about the GRE 


» Confirming what the GRE does and 
doesn't test 


Chapter 23 


Ten Key Facts about 
the GRE 


ou’ve probably heard stories from your friends about the GRE. Rumors abound, grow- 

ing wilder with each telling: “You have to know calculus!” (Absolutely not true.) “It’s an 

open-book test this year!” (You wish!) “You can use an on-screen calculator!” (Actually, 
this one is true.) 


As a GRE-prep instructor, I field questions all the time from students trying to get a sense of what 
to expect on the test. This chapter revisits several key facts that you need to know when prepping 
for the exam and heading into the testing center. 


You May Return to Previous Questions 
in the Same Section 


WARNING 


TIP 


The GRE allows you to return to previous questions in any given math or verbal section as long as 
you haven’t moved on to the next section. One thing you can do is flip through the questions, 
answer all the easy ones first, and then go back through to wrestle the challenging questions. 


The worst thing that you can do is get stuck on a question. Even if you get it right, if it takes you 
five minutes, the question still won — because you’l] run out of time and miss the last few ques- 
tions! Remember the Golden Rule (my version anyway): If you can’t answer the question in one 
minute, take a guess, and come back to it afterward. 


You can flag questions that you want to come back to by clicking the Mark for Review button at 
the top of the screen. You can also visit a review screen at any time during the section by clicking 
the Review button (also at the top of the screen). At a glance, the review screen shows you which 
questions are unanswered and which are marked for review. From there, you can jump directly to 
any question. Practice navigating the questions and review screen with the free practice exam 
software provided by ETS at www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/prepare/powerprep/ so 
you’re familiar with this feature on test day. 
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If you don’t want to use the Mark for Review button, you don’t have to. Write down the question 
number on the corner of your scratch paper; then when you’re ready to go back, use the Back and 
Next buttons to navigate to the question. 


The GRE Doesn't Penalize for Guessing 


Questions answered incorrectly affect your score exactly the same as do questions left unan- 
swered, so you’re better off guessing than skipping. Yet another reason it’s okay to guess on a 
question you can’t answer! If you do this though, be sure to flag the question or write down the 
number so that you can return to it with any remaining time. 


The GRE Uses a Percentile-Based 
Scoring System 


The purpose of the GRE, besides ruining all your weekends, is to see how well you do against 
other candidates for the school you’re applying to. Immediately after you complete the test, you 
receive an estimated percentile ranking based on the test-takers’ scores from the previous year. 


The number of GRE test-takers worldwide increases each year. More test-takers means more 
graduate-school applicants, which makes admissions more competitive. This also means that 
scoring as well as you can on the GRE is more important than ever. 


Find out what the acceptable GRE score range is for admissions and scholarships at the schools 
you’re applying to and ask whether that range is expected to change. (Revisit Chapter 1 for info 


on how your score fits into the application process.) 
TIP 


Practice Makes All the Difference 


Although you may not be able to dress-rehearse the entire test-taking experience, practicing the 
test makes the actual test-taking experience feel more familiar and reduces the element of sur- 
prise. Take advantage of the practice tests included in this book. Also, the free practice exam 
software ETS provides has the exact feel of the actual GRE, so make it something you know well. 
Write the practice essays, too, making the entire experience as familiar as a day at the office. (Go 
back to Part 4 for more on essay writing). 


Reviewing your practice tests also helps you discover a lot of silly mistakes that can lead to wrong 
answers. Making these mistakes in practice is good — it’s why you practice. Knowing you’re prone 
to these mistakes decreases your chances of making the same types of mistakes in the actual test. 


A good sense of familiarity and knowing what to expect truly boosts your confidence on test day. 

I require a three-practice-test minimum from my students, and it’s like pulling teeth. But I also 

track their progress and see a marked improvement from one practice test to the next. At what 
REMEMBER point on the improvement curve do you want to be when you take the actual GRE? 
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You Must Study for the GRE 


Though stories of folks taking the exam without studying and scoring dramatically high are out 
there, incidents of unprepared folks bombing and having to retake the GRE are far more 
common — and not as well told. (But they call me.) It’s like stories of people who survived a car 
crash because they didn’t wear their seatbelts. You don’t hear about all the people who died because 
they didn’t wear them. 


I’d put my money on an average Joe or Jolene who’s well-prepared over a budding Einstein going 
in cold, every time. So prepare for the exam. This book is your best resource and includes all the 
study materials you need. 


The GRE Is Different from the SAT and ACT 


You’re not the same person you were in high school. You’ve matured, developed better study 
habits, and come to the shocking realization that you’re in charge of your own destiny. Maybe you 
didn’t study much for the SAT, figuring that you could always get into some college, somewhere, 
regardless of your score. You were probably right. But getting into graduate school isn’t as easy, 
and the GRE is more challenging than the SAT and ACT. 


The GRE Measures Your Stamina and 
Performance under Pressure 


The GRE measures a number of things besides your math, verbal, and writing aptitude. It mea- 
sures your ability to prepare, your stamina, and your performance under pressure. Many people 
are quite capable of solving math problems with plenty of time and room for mistakes, but only 
those who have honed their skills through practice can come up with the right answers when the 
timer is ticking and the pressure is on. The good news: You can build these skills too! 


The General GRE Is Not Program-Specific 


The GRE is accepted for entrance into almost any graduate program. I’ll have in one class candi- 
dates for Construction Management, Physician Assistant, Master of Social Work, and PhD pro- 
grams. Even MBA programs are accepting the GRE. Regardless of the field of your graduate 
program, if it’s at a good school, the GRE is probably part of the admissions process. 


You Can Practice the GRE on Your 
Own Computer 


The only way to experience the real GRE is to take it. However, you can simulate the test-taking 
experience on your own computer and get as close to a real-life experience as possible. After 
you’ve studied and acquainted yourself with the different question types, practice on your own 
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TIP 


computer. Visit www. dummies .com/go/getaccess to access the practice questions online and get 
comfortable with answering questions on the computer. 


Try to simulate, as closely as possible, the actual test-taking experience. Set aside several hours 
to take the equivalent of a practice test (two sets of 20 Verbal Reasoning questions and two sets 
of 20 Quantitative Reasoning questions plus two essays). If you live alone or have a room in your 
house or apartment insulated from the usual hustle and bustle, that’s perfect. Otherwise, con- 
sider taking the practice test in a library or some other quiet place. 


Besides the online exams you get with this book, use the free practice software from ETS. Go to 
www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/prepare/powerprep/ to access the Powerprep software, 
and then take one of the sample tests. 


You Can't Bring Anything into the 
Testing Center 


WARNING 


I once saw a photo of a confiscated plastic water bottle with math formulas written on the inside 
of the label. Though you probably wouldn’t go to such lengths, the testing center staff wants to 
ensure zero opportunities of cheating on the GRE. Because of this, you can’t take anything with 
you — not even a wristwatch. You can store food and water in a locker, but be prepared to empty 
your pockets and be fingerprinted upon entering the actual testing area. 


Don’t bring your GRE books, even if you intend to leave them in the locker. If the proctors think 
you checked your books during your breaks, you may not be allowed to finish the exam. This 
actually happened to one of my students, who pleaded with the proctor and was finally allowed to 
finish his exam. I asked him why he brought his books; he said habit. 
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IN THIS CHAPTER 


» Avoiding the temptation to cheat 


» Strategically poising to get a top 
score 


» Seeing how others have tanked 


Chapter 24 


Ten Mistakes You Won't 
Make (While Others Will) 


hroughout this book, you discover techniques for doing your best on the GRE. I’m sorry to 

say, however, that you may encounter just as many pitfalls for messing up big-time on the 

test. The good news is that you can avoid those pitfalls. Take a few minutes to read through 
these mistakes to see how other people have tanked the exam. By becoming aware of these catas- 
trophes, you may prevent them from happening to you. 


You Won't Cheat 


Cheating on the GRE simply doesn’t work, so don’t even consider it. They’re on to you. When you 
get to the testing center, and before you begin your test, the proctors separate you from anything 
that you can possibly use to cheat, including your phone, wristwatch, water bottle, jacket, and 
hat. On top of that, you’re monitored by a camera while taking the test. Any semblance of privacy 
goes right out the window. 


How would you cheat anyway? You can’t copy all those vocabulary words or write all the math 


formulas on anything accessible during the test. Besides, the GRE tests your critical-reasoning 
and problem-solving skills more than your memorization skills. 


Those caught cheating can be banned from taking the test for up to ten years! In the world of col- 
lege education, that’s nearly a lifetime. 


WARNING 


You Won't Run Out of Steam 


The GRE tests your stamina as much as anything else. Most people aren’t able to maintain these 
levels of concentration for four straight hours, so they end up petering out. Through preparation 
and practice, you have a definite edge over the other test-takers. 
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TIP 


Like preparing for a marathon, preparing for the GRE means slowly building yourself up. Practice 
for a few hours at a time and stop when you get tired. Repeat this exercise, and eventually you’ll 
be able to go the full distance without fail. Don’t push yourself too hard, though, because you’ll 
burn yourself out. As they say in the weight room, “Train, don’t strain.” 


You Won't Neglect Your Breaks 


© 


TIP 


Some people don’t take advantage of the short breaks offered during the GRE. Be sure you don’t 
miss the opportunity to take a breather. You’re offered short breaks (in one- or ten-minute 
increments) between sections. If you don’t take these breaks, you’ll be sitting still for hours. 
Though your stamina may be good (because you practiced), you still want to stay hydrated, eat a 
power bar, and walk around every now and then to keep your mind clear. Don’t plan on studying 
during your breaks, though — the review of any GRE-prep materials during breaks is strictly 
forbidden. 


Pack some water bottles and power bars to keep in a locker for your breaks. You won’t have time 
to go grab something. Don’t drink too much water, though — you can’t pause the exam to run to 
the restroom. 


You Won't Dwell on Questions 
From the Previous Sections 


When guessing on a question and marking it for review, let it go until the end of the section so 
you can focus on the other questions at hand. When you reach the end of the section (but before 
moving on to the next section or before the time expires), you may return to the questions you 
skipped or marked and check or change your answers. 


When you move on to the next section, however, that’s it: You can’t go back to a previous section. 
You have no choice but to move forward, so don’t waste mental energy by focusing on past ques- 
tions you can do nothing about. 


You Won't Worry About the Time Limit 


Some test-takers fret over the clock. The key to success is to be aware of the clock while remain- 
ing calm. Practice working with a timer, so you’re used to the timer on the GRE exam screen. As 
you become more accustomed to working with the clock during practice, you’ll eventually settle 
into a comfortable pace and be used to the timer on test day. 


The mistakes you make while relaxed are different from the mistakes you make while under 
pressure from the clock. Practice with a timer to get used to the pressure and become aware of the 
timer-pressure mistakes — and fix them before the test. 
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You Won't Rush Through the Questions 


© 


TIP 


Some test-takers think that they need to rush to answer all the questions in the time limit. This 
is true, if you want to get them all wrong by missing key details and making careless mistakes. 


T’d rather you get half the questions right and run out of time than rush through the questions 
and miss them all. But it shouldn’t come to that anyway: The time that the GRE gives you is more 
than enough to properly, correctly, and calmly answer all the questions — if you don’t get stuck. 


Remember the Other Golden Rule: The secret to working fast and getting it right isn’t rushing — it’s 
knowing what to do. The way you know what to do is by learning what’s on the exam and 
practicing it. 


You Definitely Won't Choke on the Essays 


Choking, by definition (on the GRE), means getting stuck on something and becoming so flustered 
that you can’t focus on anything after that. This can happen at any point on the test, but because 
you can flag the multiple-choice questions and go back to them at the end of the section, you’re 
unlikely to choke on those. 


Essays, however, are another story. On the GRE, you have to write two essays within 30 minutes 
each. What’s worse, they’re at the beginning of the test, so if you choke on one, you’re toast for 
the entire exam. Of course, this won’t happen to you because you reviewed Chapters 15 and 16, 
where I guide you through writing two perfect essays, step by step. This makes writer’s block — 
and choking — something that happens to others, but not you. 


Practice writing the essays! Like any skill, essay-writing takes practice, and you don’t want to be 
at the start of the learning curve on test day. 


You Won't Fret Over the Hard Questions 


The GRE contains some seemingly difficult questions, and most test-takers don’t get perfect 
scores. Do the best you can, score in the high percentiles, and get accepted to graduate school! No 
one expects a perfect score, so you shouldn’t, either. 


The GRE is only one of many parts of the application process. Your GPA, work experience, admis- 
sions essays, and any other relevant character-building experience (such as sports participation, 
military service, volunteer work, or leadership training) also count toward your chances of admis- 
sion. Turn to Chapter 1 for more on how your score fits with the application process. 


You Won't Take the Exam with a Friend 


You and your buddy may be able to schedule your tests for the same time. Big mistake. Two of my 
students from the same class took the exam at the same time, side by side, and both told me after- 
ward that rather than providing support, the distraction was almost unbearable. Fortunately, they 
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both scored well, but I wonder how different their results would have been had they tested sepa- 
rately. It’s good to study with a friend (and celebrate after), but don’t buddy up to take the test. 


You Won't Change Your Morning Routine 


The GRE is stressful enough. The last thing you need to do is add more anxiety to the whole 
nerve-racking experience by changing your morning routine. 


If you normally have one cup of coffee, should you have an extra cup for more energy or only half 
acup to reduce anxiety? Should you have an omelet for more protein or just toast to avoid the food 
crash later? Here’s a suggestion: Do what you normally do. It works every other day, and it’ll work 
just as well the day of the test. Don’t change your routine. 


rience, try it first on a practice test! Make sure your new concoction doesn’t upset your stomach 


O If you’re tempted to try an energy drink or something unusual for an enhanced test-taking expe- 
or give you a headache. You don’t need that distraction. 


WARNING 
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IN THIS CHAPTER 


» Building endurance 


» Getting used to the computer- 
based tests 


» Practicing your skills and field- 
testing your strategies 


» Gearing up for the actual 
experience 


Chapter 25 


Ten Ways to Build Your 
Skills with the Online 
Exams 


ure, you can answer the questions on the GRE. You’ve mastered the manipulation of a deci- 

mal, the measurement of a quarter circle, and the elimination of the wrong verbal answer 

choice. This, however, does you no good if you can’t handle the pressure from the actual 
test. The GRE challenges two things: your ability to answer the questions and your ability to take 
the exam. Most students focus on the former while ignoring the latter, but being able to answer 
the questions is only half of what you need. The other half requires that you hone your test- 
taking skills, and the best way to do this is to take the online GRE practice exams. Here are ten 
suggestions on how to build your skills with the online GRE practice exams. (See Chapter 3 for 
details on ETS’s Powerprep software that simulates a real-life GRE.) 


Take an Exam in One Sitting to Build Stamina 


How well you can answer the questions doesn’t matter if you can’t maintain your energy for the 
length of the exam. Your brain accounts for up to 20 percent of the body’s total energy consump- 
tion, and when you’re taking a challenging exam such as the GRE, your brain is in overdrive. It 
needs to get used to working intensely for four hours at a stretch so you can go the distance on 
exam day. 


For extra practice credit, at the end of the practice exam, take a short break and then work two 
more sections of another practice exam (or two quizzes that you can take online; see the Intro- 
duction for instructions). If you’re used to working at the GRE level for five hours, then the actual 

TIP exam at four hours will be easy. (Imagine that! “GRE” and “easy” in the same sentence.) For one 
thing, the real GRE has that unscored extra section, so the real exam is longer anyway. Also, on 
test day, you’re likely to be amped and then burn out faster, so having extra stamina under your 
belt only does you good. 
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Recognize the Mistakes You 
Make Under Pressure 


Did you get stuck on an early question and not reach the second half of a section? Did you leave a 
bunch of questions unanswered, intending to return to them, but forget? Did you get lost in the 
software, unable to find the questions that you wanted to return to? This happens to everyone, 
but you can work out the bugs on the practice exam, where it doesn’t matter. 


Only by falling into a trap do you really find out how to avoid it. Make these mistakes at home, 
where it doesn’t matter, instead of on the actual exam, where it’s life or death (or a 
scholarship). 


Get Used to Others in the Room 


Nothing is more distracting on your GRE than hearing someone typing, working, cursing, or (if 
she used GRE For Dummies) chuckling confidently while working the GRE. Get used to distractions 
by taking your practice exams in a roomful of people, perhaps along with a friend or two who are 
also taking practice exams. The sounds as they work and sigh and groan and perhaps pat them- 
selves on the back (because they also got GRE For Dummies) become less of a distraction as you get 
used to the noise and the pressure. 


Some testing centers offer earplugs. If your plan is to use earplugs, try them out on a full-length 
practice test before test day. Some people can’t stand earplugs for ten seconds, let alone four 
hours. You, however, might be okay with them. Maybe not. Either way, try them out first. 


Make It a Dress Rehearsal 


Play by the rules of the testing center. No phone, hat, drink, snack, neck brace, or anything that 
brings a modicum of comfort is allowed within reach in the exam room. Your breaks are short, 
and your scratch paper is rationed. If this is not something you’re used to, it will be distracting, 
so make sure you’re used to it, and it won’t bother you on exam day. 


Do you get thirsty? Hungry? Uncomfortable? What do you wish you had: water, a sandwich, a 
power bar, coffee, aspirin? Keep these in mind and plan accordingly on test day. You have access 
to your personal belongings during the breaks, so bring these things in a bag and grab a quick 
refreshment during your break. 


Get a Competitive Edge 


The practice test doesn’t matter, so why try hard? In the third hour of the exam, you’re exhausted, 
and you just want to get through it. One student told me that halfway through a practice, she 
began favoring Choice (C) because it’s right in the middle. Naturally, this is not an effective test- 
taking strategy. 
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On the real exam, finding yourself flagging is fatal; but on the practice test, it’s okay, right? 
Wrong. If you’ve never worked at full capacity for the duration, you won’t do it easily on exam 
day. You may intend to, but fading after 90 minutes is a hard habit to break. 


One way to get around this is by recording your scores and trying to beat your last performance. 

Another way is to try to beat a friend’s score. It’s like running a race by yourself versus running 

a race against someone else: You try harder when others are in the game. Make it real and com- 
TIP petitive, and you’ll bring that edge to the actual exam. 


Practice Your Test-Taking Strategies 


As you study and practice, you develop strategies for taking the exam. Maybe you work all the 
easy math questions first and then go back to the tougher questions. Maybe you answer all the 
Reading Comprehension questions first, or the text completions, or you go through the section 
backwards. (Why not?) These strategies give you control over the exam, but different strategies 
work for different test-takers. What works for you? What doesn’t? You should know this before 
you take the exam. 


As you take the GRE practice exams, try out your strategies too. You will discover that some things 
work while others don’t, or a way to improve on an effective strategy. This is a very important 
part of your prep process: Find and hone strategies that work, but do this before test day. 


Go through a practice exam that you’ve already worked so that the questions are familiar to you. 
Since you’ve seen the questions, you can focus more on the test-taking strategies. 


TIP 


Know the Exam Software 


If you placed Hemingway in front of Microsoft Word, would he be able to write anything? Prob- 
ably not, even though he’s one of the most noted authors of our time. For him, the problem 
wouldn’t be the writing; it would be the software. The same applies to you: You can answer the 
questions, but the software is another story. How do you mark answers to return to? How do you 
call up the calculator? How do you check the clock? Where is the back button? Does that button 
cancel the exam? The software is easy to learn, but you have enough on your mind during the 
exam. Learn the software before the exam. 


Take the ETS GRE practice tests at www.ets.org/gre/revised_general /prepare/powerprep/ 
ets.org. It’s free and looks and feels exactly like the actual GRE, providing you with a more gen- 
uine simulation. 


Get Used to Starting with the Essays 


Essays can wear you out, especially if you’re not used to writing them. Focusing on 100 math and 
verbal questions is far more challenging after writing two 30-minute essays. Make sure this is not 
a stretch by actually writing the essays on the practice exam. Don’t just skip them in practice, as 
non-Dummies-prepared test-takers do. Are they in for a surprise. 
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Find Your Areas of Focus 


Do you miss more Reading Comprehension or Text Completion questions? Do you handle trian- 
gles better than you do exponents? Do you lose steam (causing your performance to drop) by the 
third section? Do you run out of time? With these online practice exams, you can get a sense of how 
you work and where you need to focus. You cannot fix your gaps unless you find them first. That is 
from an actual fortune cookie. 


Raise your skill level in your weakest areas. The more you improve, the more you’ll start to 
enjoy — or not mind as much — tackling those challenging question types, and in turn, you’ll 


improve even more. 
TIP 


Review the Answers and Explanations 


After taking a four-hour practice test, the last thing you probably want to do is spend time 
reviewing answers and explanations, so take a well-deserved break and look at the answers and 
explanations later. When you’re rested, take the following steps to review: 


1. Have your English teacher or a friend who's skilled at writing review your essays. 


Identify which questions you answered correctly and incorrectly. 


3. Read the answer explanation for each question you answered incorrectly and review any 
relevant material so you're prepared for a similar question next time. 


Read the answer explanation for each question you answered correctly so you fully 
understand how to approach questions of this type and why the wrong answer choices 
are incorrect. 


5. Best yet: Get a pizza and review the practice exam with your friend or friends who also 
took the same practice exam. You can help with each others’ wrong answers and research 
questions that you all missed. 


If you’re not inclined to check the answer explanations for all questions, then while you’ re taking 

the exam, mark any questions you’re not sure of, and at least read the explanations for those 

answers. This way, if you guessed correctly or took too long with the question, you’ll get a better 
TIP understanding of how to answer a similar question for next time. 
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Index 


Symbols and Numerics 
! (exclamation points), 111 
$ (dollar signs), 94 
% (percent signs), 94 
n (pi), 165 
3:4:5 triangles, 159 
3-D shapes, 174-179 
cubes, 176-179 
cylinders, 174-175 
example questions, 174-179 
rectangular solids, 175-176 
5:12:13 triangles, 160 
30-60-90 triangles, 161-162 
45-45-90 triangles, 160-161 
1,001 GRE Practice Questions For Dummies, 9 


A 


a- (prefix), 72, 74 
aberrant, 76 
abeyance, 76 
abject, 39 
abscond, 29, 76 
absolute values 
defined, 99 
double negatives, 99 
example questions, 99-100 
simplifying, 100 
abstemious, 76 
abstruse, 42, 76 
accessible, 57, 76 
acquiescent, 76 
acrid, 76 
acrimonious, 76 
ACT, 387 
active reading, 62 
acumen, 76 
acute angles, 148 


ADHD (attention deficit hyperactivity disorder), 21 


admissions 
canceled scores, 11 
peak months, 8 


repeating test, 15-16 


total application package, 
11,24 


using old scores, 17 
admonition, 76 
affect, 40, 77 
affront, 77 
aggrandize, 77 
aggregate, 77 
agnostic, 75 
algebra, 119-145 

bases, 119-122 


coordinate geometry, 
133-143 


exponents, 119-122 
functions, 123-124 

f(x) functions, 144-145 
math operators, 122-123 
numerical coefficients, 121 


sequential terms problems, 
143-144 


solving for x, 124-129 


square roots and radicals, 
129-133 


allay, 77 
alphabetize, 74 
although, 33-34, 37 
amalgamate, 77 
ambi- (prefix), 72, 74 
ambidextrous, 72 
ambiguous, 72 
ambitious, 74 
ambivert, 72 

ambu (root), 74 
ambulatory, 74 
ameliorate, 77 
amoral, 72 
amorous, 74 
amorphous, 75 

an- (prefix), 72, 74 
anachronous, 39, 77 
anaerobic, 72 
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Analytical Writing. See essays 
Analyze an Argument essay, 254, 266-268 
Argument Analysis questions vs., 61 
identifying flawed assumptions, 256 
identifying position stated in argument, 255 
listing reasons supporting position, 255-256 
number of questions, 8 
pool of topics, 255, 268 
practice exam 1, 276 
practice exam 2, 316 
practice exam 3, 352 
reading and understanding the prompt, 254-255 
sample evaluator comments, 267-268 
samples, 266-268 
time allotted, 8, 245 
writing, 257-259 
conclusion, 258-259 
introduction, 257 
paragraph structure, 257-258 
Analyze an Issue essay, 248-253, 261-265 
formulating your position, 249-250 
number of questions, 8 
pool of topics, 249, 268 
practice exam 1, 275 
practice exam 2, 315 
practice exam 3, 351 
reading and understanding the prompt, 248-249 
sample evaluator comments, 264-265 
samples, 262-265 
supporting information, 249 
time allotted, 8, 245 
writing, 249-251 
conclusion, 252-253 
introduction, 250-251 
smooth transitions, 253 
supporting details, 251-252 
andro (root), 74 
androgynous, 74 
android, 74 
anecdote, 77 
angles, 148-151 
acute angles, 148 
bisectors, 149-150 
complementary angles, 149 
defined, 148 
example question, 151 
obtuse angles, 149 
perpendicular bisectors, 149-150 
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right angles, 148 
supplementary angles, 149 
vertical angles, 149 
ante- (prefix), 72 
ante meridiem, 72 
antebellum, 72, 75 
anthro (root), 74 
anthropology, 74 
antipathy, 75 
anxiety, 74 
apathetic, 72 
appetite, 35 
archipelago, 77 
arcs, 168-171 
Argument Analysis questions, 61-70 
Analyze an Argument essay vs., 61 
defined, 61 
number of, 9, 61 
practice questions, 67-70 
strategies for, 61-67 
answering in your own words, 66 
assumptions, 63 
because and therefore premise, 63-64, 67-69 
covering answer choices, 62 
eliminating wrong answer choices, 66-67 
identifying assumptions, 63-66 


reading the passage for what the question is asking, 
62-66 


reading the question for what it’s asking, 62 
strengthening arguments, 62-67 
weakening arguments, 62-67 


Argument Analysis task. See Analyze an Argument 
essay 


armadillo, 74 
articulate, 36, 77 
artifice, 77 
artless, 40, 77 
ascetic, 40, 77 
assiduous, 39-40, 77 
assumptions 
defined, 64 
identifying, 63-66, 68 
identifying flawed, 256 
astute, 77 
-ate (suffix), 74 
atheist, 75 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), 21 
audacious, 77 
augment, 77 


august, 73 

austere, 40, 77 

avarice, 39, 77 

aver, 41, 74, 77 

averages, 184-187 
evenly spaced integers, 185-186 
example questions, 185-187 
missing-term averages, 184-185 
weighted averages, 186-187 


banal, 77 
bar (column) graphs, 216 
base, 76-77 
bases, 119-122 
adding, 121 
defined, 119 
dividing, 120 
example questions, 121-122 
multiplying, 120 
subtracting, 121 
beautify, 74 
because, 33, 63-64, 67-69 
because and therefore premise, 63-64, 67-69 
belie, 40, 77 
belli (root), 75 
belligerent, 75 
bellu (root), 75 
ben- (prefix), 72 
benefit, 72 
benevolent, 72 
beset, 77 
biological passages, 49-52 
bisectors, 149-150 
blatant, 77 
bolster, 77 
bombastic, 77 
bon- (prefix), 72 
bon vivant, 72 
bon voyage, 72 
boon, 77 
bowdlerize, 73 
boycott, 73 
Braille, 21 
breaks, 12, 390 
brevity, 77 
browbeat, 77 


bumptious, 77 
bungle, 77 
burgeon, 77 


C 


cacophony, 75, 77 
calculators, 20, 95, 105 
callous, 78 
calumniate, 78 
candor, 78 
cantankerous, 34, 78 
capricious, 34 
carp, 78 
cause-and-effect relationships, 48, 65 
center, 164 
central angles, 168-169 
chaos, 36, 78 
chicanery, 66, 78 
chords, 165-166 
churl, 78 
cigarette, 74 
circadian rhythms, 8 
circles, 164-174 
arcs, 168-171 
area of, 167-168 
center, 164 
central angles, 168-169 
chords, 165-166 
circumference, 164, 166-167 
diameter, 164 
example questions, 166-167, 169-174 
inscribed angles, 168-170 
overlapping areas, 172-174 
pi (x), 165 
radius, 165 
sectors, 171-172 
tangents, 165 
circumference, 164, 166-167 
coda, 78 
codify, 78 
cognizant, 78 
cohort, 78 
colloquial, 78 
column (bar) graphs, 216 
combinations, 200-201 
commensurate, 37, 78 
complacency, 78 


Index 


399 


complementary angles, 149 
composite numbers, 98-99 
conciliatory, 78 
concrete, 39, 78 
confidante, 78 
congregation, 75 
congruent polygons, 152 
congruous, 78 
consecutive probabilities, 195-196 
consternation, 78 
consummate, 42, 78 
contentious, 40, 78 
continuing transition words, 33-34, 36-37 
contra- (prefix), 72 
contraindicated, 72 
contrasting transition words, 33 
contravene, 72 
contrite, 42, 78 
contumacious, 78 
coordinate geometry, 133-143 
coordinate plane, 133 
distance between two points, 134-135 
distance formula, 134 
example questions, 135-142 
graphed circles, 142-143 
linear equations, 136-142 
midpoint formula, 136 
ordered pairs, 133 
point of origin, 133 
simultaneous equations, 138-142 
slope formula, 135 
slope of a line, 135 
slope-intercept form, 136-137 
coordinate plane (xy rectangular grid; xy plane), 133 
coquette, 74 
cordial, 42, 78 
correlation, 219 
corroborate, 78 
countenance, 40, 78 
counter, 39, 78 
counterpart, 78 
counting methods, 198-201 
basic, 198-199 
combinations, 200-201 
example questions, 198-201 
permutations, 199-200 
COVID-19 pandemic, 7 
crap, 73 
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craven, 40, 78 
cred (root), 75 
credible, 75 
credulity, 78 
credulous, 75 
cronyism, 78 
cubes, 176-179 
defined, 176 
surface area of, 177-179 
volume of, 176-177 
curate, 181 
curmudgeon, 78 
cursory, 78 
cylinders, 174-175 


D 


data interpretation questions, 203-223 
example questions, 204-212 
graphs, 214-223 
mean, 206-208 
mean deviation, 212-213 
median, 203-205 
mode, 205 
number of, 9 
range, 205-206 
standard deviation, 208-212 
tables, 213-214 

de- (prefix), 72 

dearth, 39, 78 

debacle, 79 

decimals, 105-108 
adding, 105 
converting to/from percentages, 108 
dividing, 106-108 
example questions, 106-108 
multiplying, 105-106 
subtracting, 105 

decorum, 79 

deferent, 40, 79 

deify, 74 

deleterious, 79 

delineate, 79 

demote, 72 

denounce, 72 

depart, 72 

depravity, 79 

deride, 79 


derision, 79 
derivative, 79 
descend, 72 
desultory, 79 
diagnosis, 75 
dialogue, 75 
diameter, 164 
diatribe, 40, 79 
didactic, 79 
diesel, 73 
difference, defined, 98 
diffidence, 40, 79 
dilatory, 79 
dinette, 74 
disabilities, accommodation of, 21 
disconcert, 79 
Discreetly Unscored Math or Verbal Section 
number of questions, 8 
question types, 9 
time allotted, 8-9 
discretion, 79 
disingenuous, 79 
disquiet, 79 
dissemble, 79 
dissolution, 79 
dissonance, 76 
dissonant, 41, 79 
distance formula, 134 
divergence, 44 
divergent, 79 
divest, 79 
divulge, 79 
doctrinaire, 41, 79 
dogmatic, 41, 79 
doldrums, 79 
dollar signs ($), 94 
draconian, 73 
dubious, 79 
dupe, 79 
duplicate, 74 
duplicity, 79 
dyslexia, 21 


E 


earplugs, 394 
ebullient, 34, 41, 79 
eclectic, 37, 41, 79 


Educational Testing Service (ETS) 
authorization voucher, 19 
complaints, 17 
Disability Services, 21 
percentile table, 11 
pool of Argument Analysis topics, 255 
pool of Issue Analysis topics, 249 
Powerprep software, 23, 385, 388, 395 
practice tests, 2, 15, 385, 388 
registering for test, 8 
sending older scores, 16 
taking test at home, 21 

effect, 40 

efficacious, 37, 79 

efficacy, 79 

effrontery, 37, 79 

-efy (suffix), 74 

egregious, 80 

egress, 80 

either/or probabilities, 196-197 

elegy, 80 

elicit, 80 

elitism, 80 

elucidate, 75 

embellish, 80 

empirical, 80 

empty (null) sets, 192 

emulate, 80 

endemic, 80 

energy drinks, 22, 392 

enervate, 80 

engender, 80 

enigmatic, 34, 80 

ennui, 80 

ephemeral, 29, 80 

eponyms, 73 

equable, 80 

equanimity, 80 

equiangular polygons, 151 

equilateral polygons, 151 

equilateral triangles, 153-154 

equivocal, 62, 80 

equivocate, 80 

equivocation, 40 

eradicate, 80 

erudite, 41, 80 

eschew, 80 

esoteric, 80 
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essays, 9-10, 245-268 
Analyze an Argument essay, 254, 266-268 
Argument Analysis questions vs., 61 
identifying flawed assumptions, 256 
identifying position stated in argument, 255 
listing reasons supporting position, 255-256 
number of questions, 8 
pool of topics, 255, 268 
practice exam 1, 276 
practice exam 2, 316 
practice exam 3, 352 
reading and understanding the prompt, 254-255 
sample evaluator comments, 267-268 
samples, 266-268 
time allotted, 8, 245 
writing, 257-259 
Analyze an Issue essay, 248-253, 261-265 
formulating your position, 249-250 
number of questions, 8 
pool of topics, 249, 268 
practice exam 1, 275 
practice exam 2, 315 
practice exam 3, 351 
reading and understanding the prompt, 248-249 
sample evaluator comments, 264-265 
samples, 262-265 
supporting information, 249 
time allotted, 8, 245 
writing, 249-251 
avoiding rambling, 247 
choking on, 391 
clear position, 250-251 
conveying confidence, 251 
following instructions, 247 
getting to the point, 247, 251 
professional tone, 247 
proficiencies measured by, 247 
proofreading, 245, 247 
realistic practice sessions, 261-262 
referencing key terms, 251 
scoring, 246-247 
methods for scoring well, 247 
range, 10 
score descriptions, 246-247 
starting with in practice, 395 
staying on topic, 247 
time management, 247 
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etiquette, 35 
ETS. See Educational Testing Service 
-ette (suffix), 74 
eu- (prefix), 72 
eulogy, 72 
euphemism, 40, 72, 80 
euphony, 75 
evenly spaced integers, 185-186 
ex- (prefix), 72 
exacerbate, 80 
exclamation points (!), 111 
exculpate, 72, 80 
exculpation, 44 
exigency, 80 
exit, 72 
Exit Section button, 23 
expatiate, 80 
expiation, 80 
exponents, 119-122 
adding, 120 
defined, 119 
example questions, 121-122 
multiplying, 120 
negative, 120 
subtracting, 120 
zero, 119 
extenuating, 80 
extirpate, 80 
extrapolation, 80 
extricate, 72 


F 


facetious, 80 
facilitate, 62, 80 
factorials, 111, 199 
factors, defined, 98 
fallacious, 65, 80 
fatuous, 81 

fee waivers, 21 
felicitous, 41, 81 
ferret out, 39, 81 
fervor, 81 


fill-in-the-blank questions, number of, 9 


financial assistance, 21 
5:12:13 triangles, 160 
flash cards, 3 


fledgling, 81 

foment, 81 

forestall, 81 

fortification, 81 

45-45-90 triangles, 160-161 

Four Square, 237-239 

fractions, 101-105 
adding, 101-103 
common denominator, 101 
converting to/from percentages, 108-109 
cross multiplying, 104-105 
dividing, 103 
example questions, 102, 105 
mixed numbers, 104 
multiplying, 103 
numerator, 101 
subtracting, 101-103 
typing in, 94 

frugal, 34, 81 

fulminate, 81 

fumble, 81 

functions, 123-124 

f(x) functions, 144-145 


G 


gaffe, 81 
gainsay, 81 
Gantt charts, 217 
garrulous, 42-43, 81 
generosity, 36, 81 
geometry, 147-179 
3-D shapes, 174-179 
angles, 148-151 
circles, 164-174 
lines, 147 
polygons, 151-153 
quadrilaterals, 162-164 
triangles, 153-162 
germane, 81 
gnos (root), 75 
goad, 81 
grandiloquent, 81 
grandstand, 81 
graphed circles, 142-143 
graphs, 214-223 
bar graphs, 216 
defined, 214 


estimating totals, 222-223 
example questions, 218-223 
Gantt charts, 217 
interpreting, 214-215 
interpreting multiple, 220-221 
line graphs, 215-216 
logarithmic graphs, 218-219 
pie charts, 217 

scatter plots, 219-220 


GRE. See also essays; Math Section; 


Verbal Section 
accommodating disabilities, 21 
adverse testing conditions, 16-17 
avoiding pitfalls, 389-392 

changing morning routine, 392 
cheating, 389 
choking on essays, 391 


dwelling on questions from previous 
sections, 390 


fatigue, 389-390, 394-395 
fretting over hard questions, 391 
neglecting breaks, 390 

rushing, 391 


taking exam with friends, 
391-392 


worrying about time limits, 390 
breaks, 12, 390 
computer version, 7, 10, 23 
financial assistance, 21 
goals for earning top score, 1-2 
guessing, 10-11, 386 
importance of studying for, 387 
intermissions, 12 


marking questions for review, 11, 15, 23, 
385-386 


not program-specific, 387 
paper version, 7 
performance under pressure, 387 
preparing for 
budgeting time, 14-15 
comfort zone, 23-24 
daily review sessions, 14 
eating well, 22 
getting familiar with test contents, 24 
importance of preparing, 12 
relaxing, 22 
self-affirmation, 24 
staying physically active, 22 
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GRE. (continued) test-taking ability, 13-15 


preparing for exam day, 19-24 throwing mental darts, 10-11 
authorization voucher, 19 time allotted, 9 
calculators, 20 time management 
clothing, 17, 19 budgeting time for practice, 14-15 
directions to testing center, 19 budgeting time for study, 14 
electronic devices, 20 onscreen timer, 15 
friends for support, 20 prepping with limited time, 14 
notes, 20 timing for each question, 15 
phones, 20 work ethic, 13 
photo ID, 20 GRE Information and Registration Bulletin, 8 
scratch paper, 20 greg (root), 75 
snacks, 12, 20 gregarious, 41-43, 75, 81 
test-prep books, 20 grouse, 81 
transportation to testing center, 19-20 guileless, 81 
water, 12, 20 gullible, 81 

question types, 9 gyn (root), 75 

registering online, 8 gynecologist, 75 

registering via phone, 8 

repeating, 15-16 H 


SAT and ACT vs., 387 

scheduling, 7-8, 15 

scoring, 9-12 
analyzing underperformance, 16 
breakdown by section, 10 
calculating, 10 
cancelling score, 11, 15 
estimating, 10 
percentile ranking, 11, 386 
ScoreSelect option, 12, 16 
seeing score, 11 
total application package and, 11 
using old scores, 17 

sections of, 8 


halcyon, 81 
haphazard, 81 
harangue, 40, 81 
harbinger, 81 
hedge, 81 

heresy, 81 
homogeneous, 81 
homophone, 75 
however, 36 
humanities passages, 55-57 
hyperbole, 40, 81 
hypotenuse, 134 


signing up for, 8 l 

skipping questions and returning, 9-10, 15, 385 iconoclast, 81 

stamina, 387, 393 -ify (suffix), 74 

study skills, 13-14 ignominious, 81 

taking at home, 7-8, 21 -illo (suffix), 74 

testing centers im- (prefix), 72 
adverse testing conditions, 16-17 imbroglio, 29, 81 
earplugs, 394 immense, 39, 82 
locations, 8 immerse, 72 
lockers, 12, 20-21 immortal, 72 
restrooms, 12 immunize, 74 
transportation to, 19-20 immutable, 75 
what not to bring, 20, 388 impartial, 39, 82 
what to bring, 19-20 impecunious, 82 
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impede, 82 
impenitent, 82 
imperious, 82 
imperturbable, 82 
impervious, 82 
impetuous, 82 
implacable, 72, 75 
implicit, 82 
importune, 82 
impugn, 82 
in- (prefix), 72 
inadvertently, 82 
inane, 82 
inappropriate, 72 
incensed, 36, 82 
inchoate, 82 
inconstant, 82 
incredible, 75 
incredulous, 75 
indigenous, 82 
indigent, 41, 82 
indolence, 82 
ineffable, 82 
inept, 72 
inert, 82 
inexorable, 82 
ingenuous, 41, 82 
ingratiating, 82 
initial, 72 
innate, 72 
innocuous, 82 
inscribed angles, 168-170 
insensible, 41, 82 
insinuate, 82 
insipid, 82 
insolvent, 72 
insomnia, 76 
insouciant, 82 
integers 
consecutive, 185-186 
defined, 97 
evenly-spaced, 185-186 
interpreters, 21 
intersections, 192-194 
intimation, 82 
intrepid, 82 
inure, 82 
invidious, 82 


irascible, 82 

ironic, 83 

isosceles triangles, 154 

Issue Analysis task. See Analyze an Issue essay 
-ist (suffix), 74 

itinerant, 83 

-ity (suffix), 74 

-ize (suffix), 74 


J 


jingoism, 83 
joyous, 74 


K 


keen, 34 
killjoy, 83 


L 


lachrymose, 42 

laconic, 83 

lampoon, 36, 83 
large-print exams, 21 
latent, 83 

laud, 83 

laudable, 83 

learning disabilities, 21 
licentious, 83 

liken, 83 

line graphs, 215-216 
linear equations, 136-142 
lines, 147 

liquefy, 74 

lix (root), 75 

loc (root), 75 

log (root), 75 

logarithmic graphs, 218-219 
logical fallacies, 65-66 

loq (root), 75 

loquacious, 37, 42-43, 75, 83 
luc (root), 75 

lucid, 83 

lugubrious, 34, 83 

lum (root), 75 

luminous, 75 

lus (root), 75 

lustrous, 75 
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M 


magnanimity, 83 
mal- (prefix), 72 
malicious, 72 
malingerer, 83 
malleable, 83 
Mark button, 11, 15, 23, 385 
masticate, 83 
Math (Quantitative) Section, 93-241 
absolute values, 99-100 
algebra, 119-145 
calculator, 95 
composite numbers, 98-99 
data interpretation questions, 94, 203-223 
decimals, 105-108 
difference, defined, 98 
difficulty based on performance, 10 
Discreetly Unscored Section, 8-9 
dollar signs, 94 
factorials, 111 
factors, defined, 98 
fractions, 94, 101-105, 108-109 
geometry, 147-179 
integers, defined, 97 
multiple-choice questions, 95-96 
multiples, defined, 98 
non-real numbers, defined, 98 
number of questions, 8, 93 
number of topics, 93 
order of operations, 101 
percentages, 94, 108-110 
practice exam 1 
answers and explanations, 300-303, 306-308 
questions, 283-286, 293-296 
practice exam 2 
answers and explanations, 338-340, 343-345 
questions, 322-325, 331-334 
practice exam 3 
answers and explanations, 375-377, 379-381 
questions, 359-361, 368-371 
prime numbers, 98-99 
products, defined, 98 


Quantitative Comparison questions, 96, 225-241 


question types, 9, 95-96 
quotients, defined, 98 
ratios, 112-117 

real numbers, defined, 97 
rounding, 94 

scoring, 9-10 

simplifying, 97-117 
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sums, defined, 98 
time allotted, 8 
time management, 93-94 
whole numbers, defined, 97 
word problems, 181-201 
math operators, 122-123 
mausoleum, 73 
maverick, 73, 83 
mealymouthed, 40, 83 
mean, 206-208 
mean deviation, 212-213 
median, 203-205 
mediocrity, 83 
mendacious, 83 
mendicant, 41, 83 
meta (root), 75 
metamorphosis, 75, 83 
meticulous, 37, 83 
midpoint formula, 136 
misanthrope, 74, 83 
misanthropic, 41 
misogynist, 75 
missing-term averages, 184-185 
mitigate, 83 
mixture problems, 190-192 
mode, 205 
modicum, 83 
mollify, 83 
morbidity, 36, 83 
mordant, 83 
moribund, 83 
morose, 41, 83 
morph (root), 75 
morphology, 75 
multiple-choice questions, 95-96 
number of, 9 
scoring, 10 
selecting from more than three answers, 95-96 
selecting from three answers, 95 
selecting the one that’s greater, 96 
multiples, defined, 98 
mundane, 37, 83 
mut (root), 75 
mutate, 75 
myopic, 83 


N 


naive, 75 
narcissism, 84 
ne- (prefix), 72 


nefarious, 72, 84 

negate, 84 

negative, 72 

neophyte, 84 

nepotism, 84 

nicotine, 73 

non-real numbers, defined, 98 
null (empty) sets, 192 
numerical coefficients, 121 


O 


obdurate, 84 
obfuscate, 84 
obsequious, 84 
obtuse angles, 149 
obviate, 84 
odious, 84 
officious, 84 
omniscient, 76 
1,001 GRE Practice Questions For Dummies, 9 
online resources 
available time slots, 8 
Cheat Sheet (companion to book), 2 
disability services, 21 
ETS Powerprep software, 23, 385, 388, 395 
ETS practice exams, 15, 23, 385, 388 
flash cards, 3 
percentile table, 11 
pool of Argument Analysis topics, 255, 268 
pool of Issue Analysis topics, 249, 268 
registering complaints, 17 
registering for GRE, 8 
testing center locations, 8 
Wiley practice questions, 3, 388 
Wiley Technical Support, 3 
onus, 84 
opprobrium, 84 
order of operations, 101 
ordered pairs, 133 
oscillate, 84 
ossify, 74 
ostentation, 84 
ostracize, 74 
-ous (suffix), 74 


P 


pac (root), 75 
pacific, 75 
pacifier, 75 


pacifist, 74 

painstaking, 37, 84 

palpable, 84 

panache, 84 

parable, 84 

paragon, 84 

parallel lines, 147 

parallelograms, 163 

parsimonious, 84 

partisan, 84 

path (root), 75 

pathetic, 75 

pathos, 84 

paucity, 84 

peccadillo, 74 

pejorative, 84 

PEMDAS mnemonic, 101 

penchant, 84 

penurious, 84 

percent signs (%), 94 

percentages, 108-110 
converting to/from decimals, 108 
converting to/from fractions, 108-109 
example questions, 109-110 
percent of change, 109-110 
typing in, 94 

perennial, 84 

perfidy, 84 

permeable, 84 

permutations, 199-200 

pernicious, 84 


perpendicular bisectors, 147, 
149-150 


perpendicular lines, 147 
pervasive, 84 
phlegmatic, 84 

phon (root), 75 

physical disabilities, 21 
physical science passages, 49-52 
pi (x), 165 

pie charts, 217 

pious, 84 

plac (root), 75 

placate, 74-75, 84 
placid, 36, 85 

platitude, 85 

plethora, 85 

plumb, 85 

point of origin, 133 
polarize, 85 
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polygons, 151-153 
congruent polygons, 152 
defined, 151 
equiangular polygons, 151 
equilateral polygons, 151 
example question, 152 
list of by number of sides, 151 
regular polygons, 151, 153 
similar polygons, 152 
single interior angle measure, 152-153 
total interior angle measure, 152 
pompous, 85 
ponder, 85 
ponderous, 85 
pontificate, 36, 85 
porous, 85 
portend, 85 
poseur, 85 
post- (prefix), 72 
post meridiem, 72 
postmortem, 72 
practice exams, 271-382 
avoiding need to repeat GRE, 16 
budgeting time for, 14-15 
building stamina, 9 
checking answers, 272, 311, 347 
checking performance, 15, 386 
dress rehearsal, 394 
energy drinks and, 22, 392 
ETS computer-based practice tests, 15, 385, 388 
exam 1 
Analyze an Argument essay, 276 
Analyze an Issue essay, 275 
answer key, 309 
answer sheet, 273 


Quantitative Reasoning, 283-286, 293-296, 300- 
303, 306-308 


Verbal Reasoning, 277-282, 287-292, 297-300, 
303-306 


exam 2 
Analyze an Argument essay, 316 
Analyze an Issue essay, 315 
answer key, 346 
answer sheet, 313 


Quantitative Reasoning, 322-325, 331-334, 338- 
340, 343-345 


Verbal Reasoning, 317-321, 326-330, 335-337, 
340-342 


exam 3 
Analyze an Argument essay, 352 
Analyze an Issue essay, 351 
answer key, 382 
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answer sheet, 349 


Quantitative Reasoning, 359-361, 368-371, 375- 
377, 379-381 


Verbal Reasoning, 353-358, 362-367, 373-375, 
377-379 


familiarizing yourself with software, 395 

fatigue, 394-395 

finding areas of focus, 396 

getting used to other people in room, 394 
online, 2-3, 387-388 

practicing strategies, 395 

recognizing mistakes made under pressure, 394 
reviewing answers and explanations, 396 
starting with essays, 395 

taking in one sitting, 393 


taking under normal exam conditions, 8, 
271, 311, 347, 388 


trying to beat last performance, 395 

pragmatic, 85 

precarious, 85 

precipitate, 38, 85 

precocious, 85 

preeminent, 85 

prefixes, 72, 74 

prescience, 85 

prescient, 76 

presentiment, 85 

prevaricate, 85 

prime numbers 
defined, 98 
example questions, 99 
factoring composites to, 98 

pro (root), 75 

probability, 194-197 
either/or probabilities, 196-197 
example questions, 194-197 
multiplying consecutive probabilities, 194-195 
setting up fraction, 194 
simplifying in sets and groups, 197 

proclivity, 75, 85 

prodigal, 85 

prodigious, 85 

prodigy, 85 

products, defined, 98 

profound, 85 

profuse, 75 

prognosis, 75 

prognosticate, 39, 75, 85 

prognosticator, 75 

proliferate, 85 

prolific, 75 

prolix, 75 


prologue, 75 
propensity, 85 
prophetic, 85 
propitious, 85 
prosaic, 85 

protean, 85 
prudence, 85 
puerile, 85 

pug (root), 76 
pugilist, 74, 76 
pugnacious, 76, 86 
pulchritudinous, 74 
pungent, 86 
pusillanimous, 40, 86 
Pythagorean Theorem, 158-159, 134 


Q 


QC questions. See Quantitative Comparison questions 
quadrilaterals, 162-164 
defined, 162 
parallelograms, 163 
rectangles, 163 
rhombuses, 163 
squares, 162 
trapezoids, 163 
qualms, 86 
Quantitative Comparison (QC) questions, 225-241 
approach for, 226-227 
comparing concepts, 230-231 
comparing drawings, 228-230 
comparing equal appearances, 228 
comparing estimates, 236-237 
comparing identical terms, 231-235 
comparing multiple unknowns, 240-241 
comparing ranges, 235-236 
comparing with Four Square, 237-239 
comparing with one hundred, 239-240 
example questions, 226-241 
number of, 9 
selecting the answer choice that's greater, 96 
static answer choices, 225-226 
Quantitative Section. See Math Section 
quibble, 86 
quiescence, 86 
quiescent, 41 
quintessential, 42, 86 
quisling, 73 
Quit Test button, 23 
quixotic, 53, 73, 86 
quotients, defined, 98 


R 


radicals. See square roots and radicals 
radius, 165 
range, 205-206 
ratios, 112-117 
amounts in, 113-114 
combining, 116-117 
defined, 112 
example questions, 112-117 
maintaining, 114-116 
total numbers of items, 112-113 
rays, 147 
Reading Comprehension questions, 45-59 
defined, 45 
examples of, 46-47 
format of, 45-47 
number of, 9, 45 
passages, 49-59 
practice questions, 49-49 
strategies for, 47-49 


answering yourself before looking at answer 
choices, 49 


avoiding traps, 48-49 
context, 47-48 
gist of passage, 48 
improving reading comprehension, 47 
real numbers, defined, 97 
recant, 86 
recidivism, 86 
recondite, 42, 86 
rectangles, 163 
rectangular solids, 175-176 
redress, 86 
refutation, 86 
refute, 39, 86 
regular polygons, 151, 153 
renovate, 74 
repose, 86 
reprobate, 86 
repudiate, 86 
rescind, 86 
resilience, 36, 86 
respite, 86 
restive, 86 
restrooms, 12 
reticent, 37, 86 
reverent, 86 
Review button and Review Screen, 9, 15, 23, 385 
rhetoric, 86 
rhombuses, 163 
right angles, 148 
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right triangles, 154, 159-162 
3:4:5, 159 
5:12:13, 160 
s:5:SV2, 160-161 
s 1 SV3: 2s, 161-162 
roots, 74-76 
rounding, 94 
rout, 86 
rueful, 86 
ruminate, 86 


S 


s: s : sV2 triangles, 160-161 
s : sV3: 2s triangles, 161-162 
sagacious, 86 
salacious, 86 
salubrious, 86 
sanction, 86 
sanguine, 34, 86 
SAT, 387 
satiate, 86 
savor, 86 
saxophone, 73 
scanty, 39, 86 
scatter plots, 219-220 
scien (root), 76 
scientist, 76 
ScoreSelect option, 12, 16 
secrete, 87 
sectors, 171-172 
security, 36, 87 
sedulous, 87 
seethe, 87 
segments, 147 
segregate, 75 
seminal, 87 
Sentence Equivalence questions, 28-34 
defined, 28 
examples of, 29-30 
meaning, 28 
number of, 9 
onscreen instructions, 28 
practice questions, 38-43 
proficiencies measured by, 29 
strategies for, 30-34 
completing text with own words, 31 
eliminating wrong answer choices, 32 
gist of text, 30 
interpreting text, 29-30 


interpreting text without looking at answer 
choices, 31 
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synonyms, 28 
transition words, 33 
trap answers, 28 
sequential terms problems, 143-144 
serenity, 74 
sets and groups, 192-194 
empty (null) sets, 192 
example questions, 193-194 
probability, 197 
sets, defined, 192 
sets formula, 193-194 
Venn diagrams, 192-193 
sets formula, 193-194 
shard, 87 
shirk, 87 
shoddy, 87 
shrapnel, 73 
silhouette, 73 
similar polygons, 152 
simony, 73 
simultaneous equations, 138-142 
sinuous, 87 
skeptic, 87 
skepticism, 87 
skittish, 87 
slander, 87 
slope formula, 135 
slope-intercept form, 136-137 
slothful, 87 
snacks, 12 
social sciences passages, 52-54, 57-59 
solecism, 39, 87 
solicitous, 87 
somn (root), 76 
somnambulist, 74 
son (root), 76 
sonic, 76 
sonorous, 76, 87 
soporific, 87 
spate, 87 
specious, 87 
spendthrift, 87 
spurious, 87 
square roots and radicals, 129-133 
adding, 131-132 
defined, 129 
dividing, 132 
estimating, 131 
example questions, 130-133 
multiplying, 132-133 
negative, 130 


operations under a radical, 133 
simplifying, 130-131 
subtracting, 131-132 

squares, 162 

standard deviation, 208-212 

stentorian, 87 

stigma, 87 

stint, 87 

stipulate, 87 

stoic, 87 

stoicism, 37 

stolid, 87 

stratify, 87 

strengthening arguments, 62-67 

striated, 87 

strut, 87 

sublime, 87 

subterfuge, 87 

succumbing, 36 

suffixes, 74 

sums, defined, 98 

supercilious, 87 

superciliousness, 44 

superfluity, 44 

superfluous, 62, 87 

supersede, 88 

supine, 88 

Supplement for Test Takers with Disabilities, 21 

supplementary angles, 149 

sybarite, 88 

sycophant, 88 

sympathize, 75 

synonyms, 28 


T 
tables, 213-214 
approach for, 213 
defined, 214 
example question, 214 
interpreting, 214 
tacit, 88 
taciturn, 88 
taciturnity, 37 
tangential, 88 
tangents, 165 
tantamount, 88 
tawdry, 88 
team-work problems, 188-190 
temerity, 88 


tempestuous, 88 
tenacious, 88 
tendentious, 88 
tenuous, 88 
tepid, 88 
testing centers 
adverse testing conditions, 16-17 
earplugs, 394 
limited seats, 8 
locations, 8 
lockers, 12, 20-21 
restrooms, 12 
transportation to, 19-20 
what not to bring, 20, 388 
what to bring, 19-20 
Text Completion questions, 27-34 
defined, 27-28 
examples of, 28, 31-32, 34 
meaning, 28 
number of, 9 
onscreen instructions, 28 
practice questions, 35-38 
proficiencies measured by, 29 
strategies for, 30-34 
completing text with own words, 31 
eliminating wrong answer choices, 32 
gist of text, 30 
interpreting text, 29-30 


interpreting text without looking at answer choices, 


31 


starting with the second or third missing word, 34 


transition words, 33 
therefore, 63-64, 67-69 
30-60-90 triangles, 161-162 
thrall, 88 
3:4:5 triangles, 159 
3-D shapes, 174-179 

cubes, 176-179 

cylinders, 174-175 

example questions, 174-179 

rectangular solids, 175-176 
thwart, 88 
tilt, 88 
tilting, 53 
time and distance problems, 182-183 
timidity, 74, 88 
tirade, 40, 88 
titillate, 88 
titular, 88 
torpid, 88 
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tortuous, 88 

tractable, 88 

transgression, 88 

transience, 88 

transition words, 33-34, 36-37 

transmute, 88 

transparent, 88 

transpire, 88 

trapezoids, 163 

trepidation, 88 

triangles, 153-162 
area of, 156-157 
characteristics of, 154-155 
equilateral triangles, 153-154 
example questions, 155, 157-158, 160 
isosceles triangles, 154 
perimeter of, 156 
Pythagorean theorem, 158-159 
right triangles, 154, 159-162 

truculence, 88 

truculent, 42, 88 

turgid, 88 

tutelage, 88 

typist, 74 

tyro, 89 


U 


ubiquitous, 89 
umbrage, 89 
unassuaged, 89 
uncouth, 89 
undermine, 62, 89 
unequivocal, 38 
unerringly, 89 
ungainly, 89 
unions, 192-194 
unison, 89 

units of measurement, 183-184 
unruly, 89 
untenable, 89 
upbraid, 89 
urbanity, 89 


V 


vacillate, 89 
vagabond, 89 
vainglorious, 89 
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valorous, 89 
vantage, 89 
vapid, 89 
variegated, 89 
vehement, 89 
veneer, 89 
venerate, 89 
Venn diagrams, 192-193 
veracious, 42, 89 
Verbal Section, 27-90 
Argument Analysis questions, 9, 61-70 
difficulty based on performance, 10 
Discreetly Unscored Section, 8-9 
number of questions, 8 
practice exam 1 
answers and explanations, 297-300, 303-306 
questions, 277-282, 287-292 
practice exam 2 
answers and explanations, 335-337, 340-342 
questions, 317-321, 326-330 
practice exam 3 
answers and explanations, 373-375, 377-379 
questions, 353-358, 362-367 
question types, 9 
Reading Comprehension questions, 9, 45-59 
scoring, 9-11 
Sentence Equivalence questions, 9, 28-34 
Text Completion questions, 9, 27-34 
time allotted, 8 
vocabulary words, 71-90 
verbiage, 89 
verbose, 89 
vertical angles, 149 
vestigial, 39, 89 
viable, 89 
vicissitude, 89 
vigor, 89 
virtuosity, 89 
virulence, 89 
visage, 36, 89 
viscous, 89 
vituperate, 89 
vocabulary words, 71-90 
eponyms, 73 
flash cards, 3 
identifying in text, 2 
importance of, 71 
most common, 76-90 


prefixes, 72, 74 

roots, 74-76 

suffixes, 74 
vociferous, 90 
volatile, 90 
volition, 90 
voluble, 90 


W 


warranted, 90 
wary, 90 
water, bringing, 12 
weakening arguments, 62-67 
weighted averages, 186-187 
welter, 90 
whet, 90 
whimsical, 90 
whole numbers, defined, 97 
whorl, 90 
winsome, 90 
wistful, 42 
word problems, 181-201 
averages, 184-187 
evenly spaced integers, 185-186 
example questions, 185-187 
missing-term averages, 184-185 
weighted averages, 186-187 
counting methods, 198-201 
mixture problems, 190-192 
probability, 194-197 
either/or probabilities, 196-197 
example questions, 194-197 


multiplying consecutive probabilities, 194-195 
setting up fraction, 194 
simplifying in sets and groups, 197 
sets and groups, 192-194, 197 
simplifying steps, 181-182 
team-work problems, 188-190 
time and distance, 182-183 
units of measurement, 183-184 
work problems, 187-188 
work problems, 187-188 
wreak, 90 
writhe, 90 


X 


X 
f(x) functions, 144-145 
solving for, 124-129 
example questions, 125, 127, 129 
factoring back out, 128-129 
FOIL method, 125-128 
with a number, 125 
xy rectangular grid (coordinate plane), 133 


yore, 90 


zealot, 90 
zeitgeist, 90 
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